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c H A p: I. 

Givfs the reader room to guefi at what 
is to enfue, . tbo" ten to one hut bejinds 
bimfelf deceived. 

I T was always my opinion, 
", that fewer women were un-'" ■ 
■ done by love, than vanitj^* 
and that thofe miftakes the 
( fex are fometimcs guilty of, 
^-^""^ pretted, for the moftparij**;; 
rather from madvertency, than a vicious ii^ 
chnaood ¥he ladies, however, I am ferry 
-ta obftrve, are apt to make too little al- 
lomuices to each other on this fc«-c, and 
Vol I 'B C. 5'--<v^^,i 




> 



2 ^be HISTORYg/' 

feem better pleafed with an occafion to con 
demn, than to excufe \ and it is not above 
;one, in a greater number than I will pre 
•fume to mention, who, while (he paffes the 
feverefl: cenfure on the conduft of her friend, 
will be at the trouble of taking a retrofped 
on her own. There are fome who behold, 
with indignation and contempt, thofe er- 
rors in others, which, unhappily, they an 
every day falling into themfelves ; and a! 
want of a due coniideration occalipns the 
guilt, fo the want of a due coniideration alfc 
occafions the fcandal : and theirs would b< 
much fefs room either for the one or th( 
other, were fome part of that time, whid 
is wafted at the toilet, in confulting wha 
drefs is moft becoming to the face, em 
ployed in examining the heart, and wha 
aftions are moft becoming of the chwaftei 

Betfy Thoughtlefs was the only daughtc 
of a gentleman of good family aiia fortun 
in L' ' -e, where he conftantiy re 
fided, fcarce ever going to I^ondon, ani 
contented himfelf with fiich diverfions a 
the country afforded, ^n the death of hi 
wife, he fent this little favourite, then aboi; 
ten years old, to a boardjng-fchool, the go 
vernefs of whicJi had the reputationr ef a wc 
man of great good fenfe, fine breeding, an 
every way qualified for the well forming c 
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the minds of thofe young perfons who wenc 
cntruftc^ to her care. 

The old gentleman was fo well pleafed 
with having placed his daughter where flie 
was fo likely to improve in all the accom- 

J)lifhments befitting her fex, that he never 
iifiered her to come home, even at break- 
ing-up times, when moft of the other young 
ladies did fo; but as the fchool was not 
above feven or eight miles from his feat, 
he feldom failed calling to fee her once or 
twice a week. 

Mi6 Bctfy, who Iwl a great deal of 
good- nature, and feme what extremely en- 
gaging in her manner of behaviour, foon 
gained the alfeftion not only of the gover- 
nefs, but of all the young ladies ; but as 
girlS) as well as women, have their parti- 
ffihx favourites, tq whom they may com- 
municate their little fecrets, there was one, 
I who above all the others was diftinguifhed 
by her. Mifs Forward, forfo fhe was called, 
was alfo very fond of mifs Betfy. This m- 
timacy beginning but in trivial things, and 
fuch as fuited their age, continued as they 
$Kiywced Bearer to maturity. Mifs For- 
W^t^'ihowever, had two years the advanta|p 
of heif frimd, yet did not difdain to miake 
^^^the confidante of a kind of amorous 
iliibigiie flie had entered into with a young 
^ :, / B 2 ' lad; 
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iad, called maftcr Spafkifti, the fon of ^ 
neighbouring gentleman : he had fallen i^a 
love with her at church, and had taken ^IJ, 
opportunities to convince her of his paffion : i 
— Ihe, proud of being looked upon as a 
woman, encouraged it. — Frequent letters 
paffed between them J for (he never failed ^^ 
to anfwer thofe ftie received from him, both 
which were fhewn to mifs Betfy, and this 
gave her an early light into the art and 
myftery of courtmip, and, confequently, 
a relifli for admiration. The young lover 
calling his miftrefs angel and goddefs, made 
her long to be in her teen$, that (he might 
iwve the fame fine things faid of her. 

This correfpondencc being, by fome ac- 
cidjfehtv difcovered, the governefs f€«tid ir 
bdiovcd her to keep a l&ift eye u^on mils 
Forward; all the fervants were e^iniined 
concerning the coi^eying any letters, eitfapr < 
to or from her-, but none of them knew 
any thing of the matter : it was^ a fecret to 
all but mifs Betfy, who kept it inviolably. 
It is fit, however, the reader IhouW not 
remain in ignorance. * 

Mafler Sparkifh had read the ftofy of 
Piramus and Thisbe ; — lie told his mwrefs 
of it, and in imitation of thofe lovers of an- ^ 
tiquitjiv^Atick his letters into a little crevice 
he found in the^rden waU, whefijcp (hfc 

puUed 
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pulled them out every day, and returned 
heranfwers by the fame friendly breach, 
which he very gallantly told her in one of 
his epiftles, had been made by the god of 
love himfclf, in order to favour his fuit ; — 
lb that all the gbvemefs's circumfpe^on 
could not hinder this amour from going on 
mthout interruption \ and could they have 
contented themfelves with barely writing to 
each other, they might, probably, have 
done fo till they both had been weary ; but 
tho' I will not pretend to fay, that either of 
them had any thing in their inclinations that 
was not perfeiStiy confident with Innocence, 
yet, it is certain, they both languifhed for Jt 
nearer converfation, which the fertile brain 
of mifs Forward at laft brought about* 

She pretended on? Sunday, in th(Li|^er- 
noon, to have fo violerxt a pain in bwliead, 
duct file could* not' go to church: mifs 
Betfy be^ed leave- to ftay and keep hei: 
company, and told the governefs Ihe wpuld 
read a fermon, or fome other good book, 
to herj the good old gentlewoman, little 
fufpe<Ebing the plot g)ncened between them, 
readily confented. 

. " . - .. - / - \- ' . 

**> Ko body being left in the houfe but 
'^mfelves, and one maid-fervant, young 
l^l^lfcilh, who had previous notice at what 
^rto come,- was let in ^it the garden 

B 3 ^ci^x^ 
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door, the k^y bei^g always in it. Mif& 
Betfy left the lovers in an arbour, and went 
into tlie kitchen, tilling the maid, fhe had 
read mifs Forward to deep, and hoped Ihc 
would be better when w^ waked. Slie 
amufed the wench with one little chatv or 
other, till fhe thought divine fervice Wj^. 
n^ar over^ then returned into the garden to 
give her f rienc^ warning it was time to fe* 
parate. > 

They h^d" after this many private inter- 
views, thro* the contrivance and afliftance 
of mifs Betfy, who, quite charmed with 
being made die confidante of a pcrfon elder 
than herfclf, fet all her wits to work, to 
render herfelf worthy of the truft repofed 
in her. Sometimes Ihe made pretences of 
^ going to the milliner, the man^a-maker, 
or to buy fomething in town,, and begged 
leave, that mifs Forward fti<5wl4 accocj- 
pany her, faying, ihc wanted ter chpiqe 
of what flie wa3 to purchafe, SpajKkifli was 
^ways made aqijaainted when tiiqr were to 
go out,, and never failed ta^ive them the 
iT^eetifig^ , , ^ 

Mifs Forward had a great deal of the 
coquette in her imture : — Ih^ knew how 
to ^]m at faft-and-loofe with her lover •, 
'lic^oung as fhe was, took a pride in 
igling pain^ with the pleafure fhe be- 

ftowed. 
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ftiQcv^ed. Mifs Betfy w^s^ a witnefs of all 
the airs the other gave herfclf on this 6c- . 
cafion, and the artifices fhe made ufe of, 
in order to fcoirc the continuance of his 
addrefles ; fb that thus early initiated into 
the myftery of courtlhip, it is not to be won- 
dered at, that when fhe came to the prac- 
tice, fhe was fo little at a lofs. 

This intercourfe, however, laftcd but a 
fmall time ; — their meetings were too 
frequent, and too little circumfpeftion uled 
in them, not to be liable to difcovery. 
The gpvernefs wjw informed, that in fpite 
of all her care, the young folks had been 
tqo cunning for her ^ on which fhe' went 
to the father of Spai-kilh, acquainted hiri> 
with what fhe kn^w of the affair, and in- 
treai^d he would lay^ hl^ commands on his 
fbn tD refrain all cpD%^r{iition with any of 
the ladies under her tirition. The ©Id gen- 
tleman flew into a violent pailion, at hear- 
ing his fon had sUready begun to think of^ 
love ; — he, called for him, and after ha- 
ving rated Ws' youthfiil folly in the feverefl 
ttKinner, chargecUiiim to relate the whole 
truth of what had pafled between him and 
the young lady mentioned by the gover- 
ned. The •poof « lad was terrified beyond 
meafure at his father's anger, and con- 
. «|fep|d every particular of his meetings with 
'*|^fs Forward, and her companion j and 
^J" P B 4 1^ xJw^ 
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thus mifs Betfy's ftiare of the contrivance 
was bro\ight to light, and drew on her a 
reprimand equaliy fevere with that inifs 
i-ui-ward had received. - The careful- go- 
verneis would not entii^ly depend on the 
affurances the fa^er of Sparkim had given 
her, and refolved to truft- neither of the 
ladies out of her fight, while _thar yoong 
gentleman remained fo near them/'whidi 
llie knew would be but a Ihort (ime, he 
having finifhed his fchoollearning^ and 
was foon to go to the univerfity. To 
prevent, alfo, any future ftratagems "being 
laid between mifs Betfy and mils Forward, 
ftie took care to keep them from ever be- 
ing alone together, which was a very great 
mortification to them ; but a futj^n turn 
foon after happened in the affairs of mifs 
Betfy, which put all I have been relating 
entirely out of her head. '■ ■ 
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CHAP. II. 

' Shews mifs Betfy in a new fcene of life^ 
and the frequent opptrtunities Jhe had 
of patting in praSficc yhofe lej/ons fke 
was beginning to receive fromher young 
inJlruBrefs at the boarding-fchooL 

T" H O* it is certainly neqeffary to incul- 
cate into young girls all imaginable 
precaution, in regard to their behaviour 
towards thofe of another fex, yet I know 
not if it is not an error to dwell too much 
upon that topic. Mifs Betfy might, pof- 
jtibly, have fooner forgot the little arti- 
fices fhe had feen pradifed by n[iif& For- 
ward, if her governefs, by too ftrenuQufly 
endeavouring to convince her how unj^^e- 
eoming they were, had not reminded her 
of them. Befides, the good old gentle- 
woman was far ftricken in years •, — time 
- had itt his iron fingers on her cheeks, — 
had feft his cruel marks on every feature 
dP't&^face, and^e had little remains of 
.having ever been capable pf exciting .thofe 
:i|if^^|tions ihe fo much condemned ; -^ 
1^ m^:^^^ ihe faid feemed to mifs Betfy 
-,aill %<^?^*ut of envy, or to fhew her au- 
:#fcW#;^ B 5 thority, 
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thority, rather than the real didates of 
truth. 

I have often remarked, that reproofs 
from the old and ugly have much lefs cf- 
6cacy, than when gpven by perfbns lefs ad- ^ 
vanced in years, and who maybe fup-::; 
pofeci not altogether paft fenfibility them-; " 
felves of the gaieties they advjfe others to 
avoid. 

Tho' all the old gentlewomanjfj^.Cl&uld 
not perfwade mifs Betfy th«|^i(>i^i any 
harhi in mifs Forward's behavioip^6<S^ards 
young Sparkifti, yet jfhe had the corfi|)lai- 
lance to liften to her with all the attention 
the other could cxpeft, or defirc from 
her. ^ 

She was, indeed, as yet too young to 
collider of the juftice cj* the other's rea- 
foning, and her ftiture conduct Ihewed, 
alfo, Ihe was not of a humour to^veher 
felf niuch pains in examining, or weigh- 
ing in the balance of judgment, the merit 
oi the arguments Ihe heard urged, whether 
for or againft any poinfcwhatlbeVeri • She 
had a great deal of wit, but was too void- 
tile for refleftion, ^nd as a*lhip, without 
fufficient ballaft, is'toft^3out at thepleo- 
iure of every wind that blows, fo was Ifee 

hulKed 
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hurried thro' the ocean of Ufe, juft as each 
predominant paffion direfted. 

But I will not anticipate that gratifica- 
tion, which ought to be the reward of a 
^ long curiofity. The reader, if he h^s pa- 
tience to go thro* the following pages, 
will jee into the fecret fprings vdjich fct 
this fair machine in motion, and produced 
many a<5lions, which were afcribed, by the 
ill-judging and malicious world, to cauics 
very different from the real ones. 

All this, I fay, will be revealed in tiAe ; 
but it would be as abfiird in a writer to 
rufh all at once into the cataftrophe of the 
adventures he would relate, as it would 
be imprafticable in a traveller to reach 
the ena of a long journey, without fome- 
times flopping at the inns in his way to 
it, — To proceed therefore gradually with 
my hii^kory. 

The father of mifs Betfy was a very 
worthy, honeft, and good-natured man, 
hut ibmefsdiat too, indolent ; and, by de- 
peikling too niiie^ on the fidelity of thofe 
qe, entrufted with the^anagement of his 
2S^^y had been for feverat years involved 
jQ44aw fuit, and, to his misfortune, the 

e^Go|i he had to bufinefs rendered him 
ijici^pable of extricating himfelf from 

B 6 it. 
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it, and the decifion was fpun out to a 
much greater length than it need to have 
been, could he have been prevailed upon 
to . have attended in perfon the feveral 
courts of juftice the caufe had been carried 
thro% by his more induftrious adverfary. 
The exorbitant bills, however, which his 
lawyers were continually drawing upon 
him, joined with the preffing remonftrances 
of his friends, at laft roufed him from 
that inaftivity of mind, which had already 
coft him fo dear, and determined him not 
only to take a journey to London, but 
likewife not to return home, 'till he had 
feen ^ ifinal end put to this perplexing af- 
fair^ ' 

¥ 

'Before his departure he went to the 
bokrding-fchool, to take his leave of his 
beloved Betfy, and renew the charge he 
had frequently given the governefs con- 
cerning her education •, adding, in a mourn- 
ful accent, that^it would be a long time 
before he faw her again. 

Thefe words, as it proved, had fome- 
what of prophetic in them. Oh his arri- 
val in London, he found his caufe in fo 
perplexed and entangled a fituation, as gave 
him little hopes of ever bringing it to a 
favourable ifllie. The vexation and fa- 
tigue he underwent on this account, join- 
ed 
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ed with the clofenefs of the town air, 
iirfiich had never agreed with his conftitu- 
tion, even in his younger years, foon 
threw him into that fort of confumption, 
which goes by the name of ^ a galloping 
one, and they fay, is the moft difficult of 
any to. be removed. He died in about 
three months, without being able to do' 
any great matters concerning the affair, 
which had drawn him from his peaceful 
home, and a<:cording to. all probability 
haftehed his fate. Being perfe6tly fenfible, 
and convinced of his approaching diffolu- 
tion, he madeliis will, bequeathing the 
bulk of his eftate to him whofe right it 
was, his eldeft fon, then upon his travels 
thro* the greatefl: part of Europe; all his 
perlbnalsy which were very confidc^able m 
the bank, and other public funds, he or- 
dered fliould be equally divided between 
Francis his fecond fon, at that time a ftu- 
dent at Oxford, and mifs Betfy 5 cbiSfti- 
tuting, at the fame time, as truftees to the 
ikid teftamenit, - fir Ralph Trufty, his near 
nei^ibour in the country, and mr. Good- 
man, a wealthv merchant in the city of 
Landpn ; : botn of them gentlemen of un- 
queftionable integrity, and with whom he 
ha4 preferved a long and uninterrupted 
ftfendlhip. 

■ ■ jf* •■ ' ■ ' ' . . ■ *■ 
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On the arrival of this melanchoUy news, 
mils Betfy felt as much grief as it was 

Eoliible for a heart fo young and gay as 
ers to be capable of; but a little time, 
for the moft part, ferves to obliterate the 
metnpry of misfortunes of this nature, even 
in perfons of a riper age 5 and had mifs 
Betly been more afflifted than fhe was, 
fomething happened foon after, which 
would have very much contributed to her 
confolation. 

Mr. Goodman having lived without 
marrying till he had reached an age, which 
one fhould have imagined would have 
prevented him from thinking of it at all, 
at 1^ tQoI^ it iptp his nead to become a 
husband.. The perfon he made choice 
of was called lady Mellaiin, relidb of a 
baronet, who having little or no cftate, 
had acc^)^d of a iknall employment about 
the court, in which poll he ^ed, leaving 
}ier ladyf^p one daughter, named Flora, 
in a VQry d^ityte condition. Gx)odman, 
however, had wealth enough for both, 
and (X)nfulted no other ii^ereft than that 
^Ws heart. 
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As for the lady, the motive .qh whidi 
Ihe had confented to be his wife may 
99$ly be guefled ^ and when once made 

fo. 
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fo, gained fuch an abfolute afcendancy 
over him^ that whatever ihe declared 
as her will^ with him had the force 
of a law. She had an averlkm to the city, 
— he immediately took a houfeof her 
choodng at St. James's, inconvenient as it 
was for his bufinefe. Whatever fervants 
fhe difapproved, tho* of never fo long 
(landing, and of the moft approved fide-* 
lity, were difcharged, and others, more 
agreeable to her, put in their places. Iii 
fine, nodiing ihe defired was denied, — 
he confidered her as an oracle of wit and 
wifdom, and thought it would be an un^ 
pardonable arrogance to attempt to iet his 
reafon ag^i^ hers. 

This lady was no fooner informed d^ the 
truft repofed in him, than fhe told him, 
Ihe thought it would be highly proper for 
mils Betfy to be fent for from tlie fchool, 
and boarded with tjbem, not only is hear 
<kughter would be a fine aufnpanion for 
that young orphan, they being much of 
^ the fame age, and ffae herfelf was more 
* capable oi improving her mind, than any 
govemefs of a Ichool could ht fiippofed 
to be ; but that aUe having her Mndcr lus 
(tmn ey^ he wbuld be more abktadif^ 
chatgyg 1^ diity towards her as a guardian^ 
tiuoi ifflie were at die diftstnce or near aa 

;;kttdred oules. 

M^^ Thcit 
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There was fomethmg in this propofal 
which 4iad indeed the face of a great deal 
of gQod-natiire and confideration for mifs 
Betfy, at leaft, it feemcd highly fo to mr. 
Goodman -, but as fir Ralph Trufty was 
joined with him in the guardianlhip of 
that young beauty, and was at that time 
in London, he thought it proper to con- 
lult him on the occafion ; which having 
>done, and finding no objeftion on the part 
of the otlier, lady Melkfin, to ftiewher 
great complaifance to the dai^hter of her 
husband*s deceafed friend, fent her own 
woman to bring her from the boarding- 
fchool, and attend her up to:Londp©. 

Mifs Betfy had never feen lAis gtieat 
metropolis •, but had heard' fo much jof die 
gay manner in which the genteel part of 
the world paiied their time in it, that Ihe 
was quite tranfported at being tcdd Ihe 
was to be removed thither. Mrs. Prinks 
(for fo lady Mellafin's .woman was called) 
did not fail to heighten h^r ideas of the 
pieafures of the place to which Ihe was 
gmng, nor to magnify the goodnefs of 
her lady, in taking her und^- her- care, 
widi thk moft extravagant . encomjums. : it 
is nfat, diercfofre, to be wondo^ air tb^t 
neither the tears of the good governefs^ 
who truly loved her, nor thpfe of her dear 
:. . _ mifs 



Mi/sBetsy Thodghtless. 17 

mifs Fonwrd, nor of any of thbfe Ihc left 
-behind, could give any more than a mo- 
mentary regret to a heart fo poffeft with 
the ekpciftations of going to recpive every 
thing with which youth is Hable to be en- 
chanted. She promifed, however, to keep 
up a correi^^ndence by letters, which Ihe 
did, 'till things, that feemed to' her of 

much more importance, put her L € 

acquaintance en^rely out of her head. 

She was n^tf^at the inn, where the ftage 
put up, by mr. Goodman in his own 
coach, accompanied by mifs Flora : The 
good "old gentleman embraced her with 
the i^moit tendernefs, and aflbred her that 
nothingim^^ his power, or in that of his 
fiynily, would be wanting to compenfate 
as ni&i^^s poffible the lofs.fhe had fiif- 
tained 0§^e death of her parents. The 
young lady alfo faid many obliging things 
to her, and they feemed highly taken with 
each other at this firft interview, which 
gave the honeft heart of Goodman an in- 
finite fatlsfiftion. 

The reception given her by lady Mel- 
lafm when brought home, and prefented 
to her by her husband, was conformable 
to what mrs. Prinks had made her e>r- 
— that lady omitting nothing to 
i^ make 




^i"* 
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make her certain of being aliY^f s treated 
by her with the fanfie afFe^qn as her own 
daughter. 

Sir Ralph Trufly, on being informed 
his young charge was come to towp, came 
the next day to Mr. Goodman*s to vifit 
her. — His lady accompanied him. There 
had been a great intimacy and fri^ndfhip 
between her, and the motljer of mifs Betfy^ 
and £he could not hold in her arms the 
child of a perfdn fo dear to her, without 
letting fall fome tears, which w^re looked 
upon, by the company, as the tribute due, 
to the memory of the dead. The con* 
jefture, in part, might be true, ^p the 
flow proceeded from the mix turi5i^. ano- 
ther motive, not fufpeded : -~ tjiat . i^ 
compaflion for the living. This lady was 
a woman of great prudence, piety, and/ 
virtue; — fhe had heard many things, re- 
lating to the condu^ of lady M^Uafin, 
which made her think her a yery unfit 
perfon to have the care of youth, efpeci- 
ally thofe of her own fex. She had been 
extremely troubled when Sir Ralph told 
her, that mifs Betfy was fent for from the 
country, to live under fuqh tuition, and 
would fain have oppofed it, could Ihe have 
done fp without danger oi creating .a 
mifunderftanding between him and Mr. 
Goodman, well knowing the bigotted: fe- 

fpeflb 
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fpe6)^. the. letter h^d for his w^, and how 
unwilling he WQuld be to do any thing, 
that had the leaft tendency to thwart her 
inclinations. She communicated her fen- 
timents, however, on this occafion, tx) no 
perlori in the world, not even to her own 
husband ; but refolred, within herfelf, to 
take all the opportunities that fell in her. 
way^ of giving mifs Betfy fuch inflruftions 
as Ihe thought neceffary for her bdiaviour 
in general, and efpecially towards the fa-. 
mily in which it was her Idt to be placed. 

Mils Betfy was^ now juft entering into 
her foiyteenth year, — a nice and delicate 
timc^tin perfons of her fex -, fince it is then 
they are moft apt to take the bent of im- 
p$&ilion, which, according as it is well or 
ill dk^ed, makes, or marrs, the future 
pr<rfpeft ^f their lives. She was tall, well 
ihape<^ and perfeiftly amiable, without be- 
ing whdt is called a compleat beauty, and 
as flie wanted nothing to render her liable 
to the greateft temptations, fo (he ftood 
in need of the forefl: arms for her defence 
againft them. 

But while this worthy lady was fiiU of 
cares, for the well doing of a yowig crea- 
<l^e, who appeared fo deferving of regard^ 
|r|l|ils Betfy thought Ihe had the higheft 
" m to be fatisficd .withiicr fituation, and 

how. 
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how, indeed, could it be otherwife ? — * 
lady Mellafin kept a great deal of com- 
pany ; — (he receivoi vifits every morning 
from ten to one o*clock, from the moft 
gay and polite of both fexes j — all the 
news of the town was talked on at her 
levee, and it feldom happened that fome 
party of pleafure was not formed for the 
enfuing evening, in all which mift Betfy 
and mifs Flora had their Ihare. 

Never did the miftrefs of a private fa- 
mily indulge herfelf, , and thofe about her, 
with fuch a continual round of publick 
diverfions. The court, the play, the ball, 
and opera, with giving and receiving vi- 
fits, engrolftd all the time could be fpared 
from the toilet. It cannot, therefore, 
feem ftrange, that mifs Bstfy, to whom 
all thefe things were entirely new, fliould 
have her head turned with the promifeuoiis 
eryoyment, and the very power of reflec- 
tion loft amidft the giddy whirl, nor that 
it Ihould be fo long before fhe could re- 
cover it enough, to fee the little true fe- 
licity of fuch a courfe of life. 

Among the many topics, with which 
tWs brilliant focicty entertained each other,' 
it may be eafily fuppofed, that love and 
gallantry were not excluded. Lady Mel- 
lafin, tho* turned of forty, had her fine^ 

things 
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things faid to her ; but both heaven and 
€aith were ranfack'd for comparifons in 
favour of the Beauty of mifs Flora and 
mifs Betfy ; but as there was nothing par- 
ticular in tbefe kind of addrefles, and in- 
tended only to fhew the wit of thofe that 
made thepi, thde young ladies aniwa^ 
them only with raillery, in which art mils 
Betfy foon learned to excel. — She had 
the gloryf however, pf being the firft who 
excited a realpaffion in the heart ol* any 
of thofe who vifited lady Mellafin j tho* 
being accuftomed to hear declarations, 
which had the' appearance of love, yet 
were really no more than words of courfc, 
and nfiade indifcriminately to every fine 
woman, Ihe would not prefently perlwade 
herfclf, th^t this was more ferious. 

This firft yi^im of her charms, was 
the only fon of a very rich alderman, and 
having a fortune Irft him by a relation, 
independant of his father, who was the 
greateft mifer in the world, was furnifh'd 
with the means of mingling with the beau 
monde, and of making one at every diver- 
fion that was propofecT 

He had fancied mifs Flora a mighty 
fine creature, b>efore he faw mifs Betfy ; 
the imaginary flame he had for her 
bTl<>Qn converted into a fincere one 

tor 
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ftr the other. ' He ' tnily'4ovedi her, i 
*as almoft tHftrafted at ^hc Utt!c cm 
flie gfive to his profeffions. His pe 
verance, — his trernblings, *henever 
approached her, — his tranfpoits on: 
ing her, — his anxieties at taking Ie£ 
fo different from what Ihe had oblervei 
any other of thofe who had pretendec 
lift theftifelves under the banner of 
charms, at length convincing her of 
conqueft fhe had made, awakened in 
breaft that vanity fo natural to a yov 
fill mind. • She exulted, — Ihe plur 
hcrfelf, — Ihe ufed' him ill and well 
turns, taking an equal plealure in raifi 
or deprefllng, his hopes, and, in fpite 
her good nature, felt no fatisfaftion 
perior ■ to that of the confdoufnefs o 
power of giving pain to the man ^ 
loved her ; — but with how great a n 
tilicatioh this fliort-liv'd triumph was i 
■ cceded, the reader fliall prefcntly be m 
fenfible. 



CHI 
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CHAP. III. 

Affords matter of condolance^ pr railery, 
according to the humour the reader 
happens to be in for either. 

Xi^E often fee, that the Icfe encourage- 
im^t is giv^n to the lover*s fuit, 
with the more warmth and eagernefs he 
profecutes it ; and m^y peopk are apt to 
afcribe this hopelefs pcrfeverance to an 
odd perverfeneis in the very nature of 
love ; but, for my part, I rather take it 
to proceed from an ambition of furmount- 
ing difficulties : it is not, however, my 
province to enter into any difcuffion of fo 
nice a point •, — I deal on|y in matters of 
fadt, and (hall not meddle with defi-^ 
tion. 

It was not, till after mifs Betfy had 

jaifon to believe ftie had engaged the 

-.rt of her lover too far for him to re- 

[ it, that fhe began to take a /pride in 

bicnting him. While fhe looked on 

j^dreiTes as of a piece with thofe who 

'^4 themfelves her admirers, fhe had 

^ him in that manner which fhe 

"^t would moft conduce to make him 

reallj^ 
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really fo ; but no fooner did fhe pe 
by the tokens before-mentioned, anc 
others, that his paflion was of th< 
feriow natujoe^/ than ihe behaved 
in a falhion rgUite the reverfe, efj 
before compdkiy V for as fhe had r 
ieaft afFeftion, or even a liking t 
him, his lubmiffive dqpoitment un 
moft cold, fometimes ccmtcmptuo 
riage, couJd afford her no other fatisi 
than, as fhe fancied, it fliewed the 
of her beauty, and piqued thofe la 
her ^quaintance, who could not b 
fuch an implicit refignation, and 
fuffering from their lovers •, in pa 
mifs Flora, who fhe could riot 
imagining looked very grave on 
cafipn. What foundation there wj 
conjedture of this nature was^ never 
undifcoverable, 'till a long time af 

As this courtfhip was no fecret 
of the family, mr. Goodman jboug 
felf obliged, both as the guardian 
Bctfy, and the friend of aldermgn 
(for fo the father of this young ens 
was called) to enquire upon what 
it flood. He thought, • that if i 
man knew and approved of his f 
clinations, he would have mentic 
affair to him, as they frequently fi 
other, and it feemed to him, neit 
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the intereft, nor reputation of his fair' 
charge^ to receive the clandeftine addreffes 
of any man whatfoever. She had a hand- 
fome fortune of her own, and he thought 
that, and her perfonal accompUfhments, 
fufficient to entitle her to as good a match 
as mr. Saving ; but then he knew the for- 
did nature of the alderman, and that all 
the merits of mifs Betfy would add no- 
thing in the balance, if her money was 
found too light to poize againft the fums 
his fon would be poffeffed of. This being 
the cafe, he doubted not but that he * was 
kept in ignorance of the young man's in- 
tentions, and fearing the matter jnight be 
carried too far, refolved either to put a ftop 
to it at once, or permit it to go on, on fuch 
terms* as Ihould free^him from all cenlure 
from the one or the" other party. 

On talking ferioufly to the Jover, he 
foon found tl^iliggeftions he had enter- 
tained had n|jj deceived him. Young Sa- 
g ^-anHly confeffed, that his father had 
otfher view? ^ for him^ but added, that if 
':ould prevail on the young lady to 
^^ him, he' did not despair but that 
^t thing was once done, and pal^ 
recall, the alderman would, by degrees, - 
ye them into favour. ^' You know, 
i^id he, " that he has no child 
e,, nor any kindred for whom he * 

C " has 1^ 
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" has the leaft regard, and it cannot ^dc 
** fuppofed he would utterly difcard me 
^^ foi*" following my inclinations in this 
" point, efpecially as they are in favour of 
^' the moft amiable and deferving of her 
" fex." 

He faid much more on this head, but it 
had no weight with the merchant : — he» 
anfwered, that if the alderman was of his 
way of thinking, all the flattering hopes 
his palCon fuggefted to him, on that fcore, 
might be realized ; but that, according 
to the difpofition he knew him to h^ of, 
he faw but little room to think he would 
forgive a ftep of this kind : — *^* There- 
*' fore," continued he, " I cannot allow 
this love-affair to be profecuted any 
farther, and muft defire you will defift 
vifiting at my houfe, 'till you have 
either conquered this inclination, or 
mifs Betfy is otherwife difpofed of. 






This was a criiel fentence for the truly 
afFeftionate Saving •, but he found it in 
vain to follicit a repeal of it, and al' 
coi|ld obtain from him, WIS a promiL 
fay tiothing of what had paffed to the a_ 
derman. 



4 



Mr. Goodman would have thought he 
had but half compleated his duty, had he ; 
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negle&ed ,to found the inclinations of mifs 
Betfy on this account, and, in order to 
come more eafily at the truth, he began 
with talking to her, in a manner which 
might make her look on him rather as a 
favourer of mr. Saving's pretcnfions than 
the contrary, and was extremely glad to 
find, by her replies, how indifferent that 
young lover was to her. He ihen ac- 
quainted her with the refolution he had . 
taken, and the difcourfe he had juft had 
with him : and, to keep her from ever 
after encouraging the addrefles of any 
man, without being authorifed by the con- 
fent of friends on both -fides, reprefented, 
in the moft pathetic terms he was able, 
the danger to which a private corref|)oft- 
dence renders a young woman liable. She 
feemed convinced of the truth of what he 
faid, and proriiifed to follow, in the flrift- 
eft manner, his advice. 

Whether fhe thou^it herfelf, in reality^ 

fo much oblieed to the conduct of her 

guattpan^ih this, I will not take upon me 

ftyi for thki* fhe was not charmfed with 

tne get^fon of mr. Saving,, it is certj in fhe 

"took an infinite pleafure in the afTiduities 

of his paflion : it is therefore highly pro- 

>tha.t fhe might imagine he meddled 

iaflfair more than he had any octa-^ 

?6^'ftave done. She had, hoWev^k" 

^^ C 2 wt 
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but little time for refleftion on her guar- 
dian's behaviour, J^ accident happening, 
which fhewed her own to her in a light 
very different from what ihe had ever 
feen it. 

• - ... 

Lady Mellafm had a ball at her houfe: 
— there wa§ a great deal of company, 
among whom was a gentleman, named 
Gayland : — He was a man of family, — 
haa a large eftate, — fung, danced, ipoke 
French, and dreffed well -, — • frequent fuc- 
c^fles among the women had rendered him 
extreinely vain, and as he had too great 
an admiration for his o^n perfon to be 
poflefled of any great fhare of it for that of 
any other, he enjoyed the pleafures of * 
love, without being fenfible of the pains. \ 
This darling of the fair it was, thajt mifs 
Betfy picked out, to treat with the* nioft 
peculiar marks of efteem, whenever ilie 
had a mind to give umbrage to poor Sa^ 
ving : much had that faithful lover fuf- 
ftred on the account of this fop ; but the 
fair infliftor of his torments waspuniihed 
for her infenfibility and ingratitude', by a ^ 
way her inexperience of the world, and the 
temper of mankind in general, had made 
her far from apprehending. 

While the company were employed, | 
feme in dancing, and others in part;icular^' j| 

con-' 
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converfationsi the beau found an oppor- 
tunity to flip into mifs Betfy*s hand a little 
billet, faying to her, at the fame time, 
*' You have got my heart, and this little 
" bit of paper will convey to you the fen- 
" timents'it is infpired with in your fa- 
*« vour/' She imagining it was either a 
fonnet, or epiftle, in praifeof her beauty, 
received it with a fmiie, and put it into 
her pocket. After every body had taken 
leave, andlhe was retired to her chamber, 
Ihe examined it,, and found to her ^eat 
aftonllhment the contents as follow : ^ 

" T MUST certainly be either the moft 
*« ungrateful, or moft confumedly dull 
" fellow upon feardi^ not to have returned 
the idvarices itkx ^hai^e been fo kind to 






mdke me, hid the leaft opportunity of- 
" fcrcd for my^ doing fo ; but lady Mel- 
*• lafin, her daughter, the fool Saving, or 
*• fbme impertinent creature or other, h^ 
always been ihthe way, fo that Aere 
]wasr l^t^a poftibility of giving you even 
** 'tR€'i<cjaft^arneft of love ; but, my dear, 
**^,rft^re fbijnd out a way to pay you the 
^ fpnole fum with intereft •, — which is 
'**' this : — You muft invent fome excufe 
** for going out alone, and let me know 
a billet directed for me at WhiteV, 
exaft hour, and I will wait for you 

C 3 "at 
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*' at the corner of the ftreet in a hack- 
*•' ney coach, — the window drawn up, 
*^ and whirl you to a pretty fnug place I 
*' know of, where we may pafs a deli- 

/' cioushouror two, without a foul ix) 
" interrupt our pleafures. Let me ^find 
*' a line from you to-morrow, if you can 
*' any way contrive it, being impatient 

/* to convince you how much I am, 

" My dear creature, 

«' Yours^ &C, &c. 

. ■ ■ » . - . ' . r . . ... •» 

"J. Gaylanp." 



T f 



Jmpoffible is it to e3f:ppeft..ji^e mi^^ 
emotions of ihame, fuiprizi?,^ , jaitdj2p4i&- 
;iation, jWi^ch filled the jirea^ 
Betfy, 6a Tqa^rig' tJiis^bpld 5^^^ 
— fhe threw the letter on 'the graijnd, 
ihe ftamped upon it, fhe fpui^ned ^'t, and 
would have .treated the author inthe iame 
manner, had he iicqi pcefent ; but.the firfl: 
pranfports of , fo jpft [a refentment being 
aver, . a ;canfciQU&fs of haying, r.by a too 
Free behaviour towards hiii, emboldened 
him to take this nbenty, irflsolved her in 
the utmoft confufion, and fhe was little 
leGt enraged with herfelf, than flie had 
reafon to be with' him, She could have 
tore out her very eyes, for having afFeft- 

ed 
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cd to look kiridly on a wretch, who durft 
prefume fo far on her fuppofed affection, 
and tho* (he fpared thole pretty twincklers 
that violence, Ihe half drowned their luftre 
in a deluge of tears. Never was a night 
pafled in more^cruel anxieties than what 
Ihe fuftained, both from the affront flie 
had received, and refieftion, that it was 
chiefly the folly of her own conduft, 
which had brought it on her ; and what 
greatly added to her vexation, was the 
uncertainty how it would beft become her 
to aft, on an occaiion which appeared fo 
extraordiniry to hen She had no friend 
whom Ihe thoug]it it proper to cqnfult ; 
— ihe was afhamed to relate the ftory to 
any of the difcreet and ferious part of her 
acquaintance ; -r- fbe feared their reproofs 
for having counterfeited a tendernefs for 
a man, which Ihc was now fenfible Ihe 
ought, if it had been real, rather to, have 
concealed with the utmcft care, both from 
him, and all the world : — and as for I^y 
Mellafin and mifs Flora, though their con- 
duft infptred her not with any manner of 
awe, yet ftie Jiipught flie faw fomethiog 
in thofe laj^S^* which did not promife 
much fincOTty, and fhewed as if they 
'/iRTOuld rather turn her complaints into ri- 
ji^cule, than afford her that cordial and 
j,.^ jt^ie^y advice ihe ftood ini^ecd of 

C 4 Thde 
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Thefe v/cre the reafons which del 
mined her to keep the whole thing afe( 
Irom every one. At firft fhe was temp 
to write to Gayland, and teftify her i 
dain of his preliimption, in terms wh 
Ihould convince him how grofsly his 
nity had impofed upon him ; but Ihe aft 
wards confidered, that a letter from 
was doing him too much honour, a 
though never fo reproachful, might di 
another from him, either to excufe j 
beg pardon for the temerity of the f 
mer, or poflibly to affront her a fecc 
time, by defending it, and repeating 
requeft. She delpifed and hated him 
much to engage in a correfpondence w 
him of any kind, and therefore refolv 
as it was certainly moft pnident,_ not 
let him have any thing under her hai 
but, when next fhe faw him, to fhew \ 
refentment by fuch ways as occafion flioi 
permit. 



He catne not to mr. Goodman's, he 
er, for three days, poffibly waiting t 
time for a ietter from mwgetfy ; but 



ever, for three days, poffibly waiting tl 
the fourth he appeared at lidy Mellafi 



tea-table. There were, befides the fami 
feveral others prefent, fo that he had j 
an opportunity of fpeaking in private 
wife Betfy j but the looks flie gave hi 
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fo different from all he- had evtr feen her 
aflume towards hirn^ ^ Alight . haVe fliewn 
any man, not blinded with his vanity, 
how much fhe was offended j but \it ima- 
gining her ill-humour proceeded only from 
the want of means to fend to him, came 
again the next day, and happening to 
find her alone in the parlour, " What, 
^' my dear,' • faid he, taking her in a free 
manner by the hand, " h^ve you been ib 
clofely watched by your guardian and 
guardiianefies here, that no kind mo- 
ment offered for you to anfwer the de- 
voirs of your humble fervant ?" " The 
'* fur^ft guardians of my fame and peace,'* 
repBed* Ihfe, frtatdiing her hand away, "is 
'' tlie little. Ihare of underftanding I am 
" miftrefs of, which, I hope,^will always 
" be fufKcient to defend my honour in 
** miorc dangerous attacks, than the rude 
** impeftinencics df an idle coxfcomb." 

Thefe words, and the air with" which 
they were fpoke, one would think, Ihould 
have ftruck with confufion the perfon to 
whom ij^y were direfted ; bcff'Gayland 
was ndtw eafllMrput out of courtj^jtopce, 
and looking ^^lyU in th^ face, -HpAh, 
** Child!** ch6p.&e, " ftire you ait not 
^* m your right, fenfes p-aay : — under- 
ff! ftanding, — impertinencies, — idle cox- 
[^0O^h^ — very pleafant i'faith ! but wpon 

C 5 . " ;ny 
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*' my foul, if you think thefe airs become 
r*' yflu, y&A are the oaoft jni/taken woman 
*' ,in ihe world." *' Jt piay be fo," cried 
ihc, ready to burft with inward Ipite at 
(his infolence, *' but I Ihould be yet rqorc 
*' miftaken, if I were capable of thinking 
-** a wretch, like you, worthy of any thing 
** but contem_pt." With thefe. words Ihe 
flung put pf me room, and he purfucd 
her with a horfe-laugh, till ihe was out of 
hearing, and then went into the dining- 
room, where he found lady Mellafin, and 
fcveral whp had come to vilit her. . 

Mifs Betfy, who had gone direftly to 
her own chamber, fent to excufe coming 
down to tea, pretending a violent head- 
ach i nor would be prevailed upon [o join 
tlie company, 'till me heard Gayland had 
.taken his leaye, which he did much iboner 
than ufuai, being probably a good deal 
difconcerted at the Ihock his vanity had 
received. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP IV. 

Verifies the old proverb^ that one affiic^ 
tion treads upon the heels of another^ 

KS mifs Betfy was prevented from dif- 
covering to any one, the impudent at- 
tempt Gayland had made on her virtue, 
by the fhame of having emboldened* him 
to it, by too unreferved a behaviour,^ fo 
alfo the fhame of the difappointment, and 
rebuff he had received from her, Icept him 
*from iaying any thing of what had paffed 
between them ; and this refokition, on 
iboth (id^s, rendered it very difficult fcH* 
tiither of them to carry to the other, fo 
as iiot to give fome fufpicion. Betfy could 
-not allvays avoid feeing him, when he 
GanBB to lady Mellafin's, for he would not 
ioil at once deffllhis vifit, for two reafons : 
3rftv becaufe it might give occafion for 
ian enouiry into the caufe •, and fecondly, 
,faddiute mils Betfy wguld plume herfelf 
,oti die ckc^fion^ as (having, by her fcorn, 
dtxivkmbeA iif^ and drove 

him nom thb.^ei&.iaf > battle. He there- 
fi>l» rcfolved to continue his vifits for 
l^^lilMdb ttsn^ and &^rpiqu&her, as he ima- 
Wkj^^^ i\dircftcd all the.fine things his com- 

C 6 mon 
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mon-place-book was well ftored with, to 
mifs Flora, leaving tKe other wholly neg- 
lefted. 

r - ' 

But here h^ was little lefs deceived, 
than he had been before in the fentiments 
of that young lady : the hatred his late 
behaviour had given her, and the utter de- 
teftation ithad excited in her towards him, 
had, for a time, extinguifhed that vanity, 
fo almoft infeparable from youth, cfpc- 
cially when accompanied with beauty ; and 
fhe rather rejoiced, than the contrary, to 
fee him afFe6t to be fo much taken up 
.^th mifs Flora, that he could fcarce fay 
the leaft complaifant thing to her, as it 
freed her from the neceflity of returning it, 
in fome meafure. Her good fenfe had 
now fcope xo operate \ -— - flie faw, as in a 
mirror, htr own late follies in thofe of 
mifs Flora, who fwelled with all the pride 
of flattered vanity, on this new imaginary 
conqueft over the heart of the accomplifhed 
Gayland, as he was generally efteeitied, 
and perceived the errors of fuch a way of 
thinking and aAing, in io clear a light, 
as had it continued^ would, doubtlefs, 
have fpared her thofe anxieties her relapfe 
from it afterwards occafioned. n 

In thefe ferious refleftions let us leave 
her, for a time, to fee in what fituatibn 

mr. 
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mr. Saving was, after being denied ac- 
cefs to his miftrds. As it was impoffible 
for a heart to be more truly fincere and 
afFeftionate, he was far from being able to 
make any efforts for the banifhing mifs 
Betfy's image thence : on the contrary, he 
thought of nothing but how to continue 
a correfpondence with her, and endeavour, 
by all the means in his power, to engage 
her to a private interview. As his flame 
was pure and relpeftful, he was fome days 
debating within himfelf how to proceed, 
fo as not to let her think he had defifted 
from his pretenfions, or to continue them 
in a manner at which (he fhould not be 
ofFehded. Love^ whetfreal, feldom fails 
of infpiring the brcaft that harbours it 
with an equal fhare of timidity : — hfe 
trembled whenever he thought of follicit- 
ing a meeting, yet, without it, how could 
lie hope to retain any place in her me- 
m<My, much lefs make any progreft lA 
gaining her affeftionJ at length, how^vei^^ 
ht aflbmed courage enough to write to her^ 
andi, by a bribe to .one of the fervants; 
got his letter delivered to her, fearing if 
& fent it by the poft, or any public way 
'tOitKe;houre, it would be intercepted, b^ 
ihe icaution -4ie found mr. Goodman had 
/pefdvedto obferve in this* point* 
l^^ih . . ' . . ^ , ' ' " 

c Mifs 







k»>t* 



38 ' the HISTORY y^ 

Mifs Betfy, knowing his hand by the 
fuperfcription, was a little furprized, as^ 
perhaps, having never thought of him 
fince they parted,, but opened it without 
the leaft emotion, either of pain or plca- 
fure : — fhe knew him too well to be un« 
der any apprehenfions of being treated by 
him as fhe bad been by Gayland, and was 
too little fenfiblc of his merits to feel the 
leaft impatience for examining the diftates 
of his afFeftion •, yet, indifferent as fhe 
was, Ihe could not forbear being ' touched 
on reading thefe lines : 

" Moft adored of your f ex y 

«f 1 DOUBT not but you rare acquainted 
>• with mr. Goodms«i*s behaviour to hiC/; 
*< but oh ! I fear, you are too infehfible 
*« of the agonies, in which Iftiy foul la- 
*« bours> through his cruel caution. — 
*« Dreadful is the lofs of fight, yet what 
** is fight to me, when it prefents npt 
<c yQy f _ Though I faw you regardlcfe of 
" my ai'dent paffion, yetftill I faw you> 
*' and while I did fo, could not be wholly 
" wretchejd. — What h^ve I not indure< 
^ fuaee depdVicdiof that ouly jdy> 
«* which I ^fh to liw 1-4- Had it 
«♦ been imj^roper for. me ti) tete 
•* leen near gir. Goodman's houfe, 
•* liaving been forbad entrance to it. 
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** (hould have dwelt for ever in your 
«« ftreet, in hope of* fometimes getting a 
*' glimpfe of you from one or other of 
*' the windows ; this I thought would 
*' be taken notice of, and might offend 
*' you : — But darknefs freed me from 
-*' thefe apprehenlions, and gave me the 
" confolation of breathing in the fame 
" air with lyou. — Soon as I thought all 
" watchful eyes, were clofed, I flew to the 
" place, wKich, where-ever my body \s^ 
*^ contains my heart, and all its faculi« 
" ties. I pleafed myfelf with looking on 
** the roof that covers you, and invoked 
** every ftar to prefent me to you in your 
** fleep, in a form more agreeable than I 
*' can hope I ever appeared in to, your 
** waking fancy. Thus have I pafled each 
*' night, aijd when the morning dawned^ 
**. unwillin^y retired to take that reft, 
*' which nature jnQre efpecially demands^, 
** when heavy mel^ncholly oppreflTes the 
** heart. I flept,- — but how ? — diftraft- 
*' ing images fiw^am in my tbrmented 
*' brain, and waked me widi horrors in- 
*' conceivable. Equally loft to bufinefs,' 
** M Xfk .^1 Joeial commerce, I fly man- 
** kind, and like fome difcontented ghoft 
$tnf^ ^Wt (Jie oaoft -foJitafry walfes^ and 
^ tendy :lhades, to pour forth niy com- 
f* pUmts. O mifs Betfy ! I cannot live,, 

** tf longer denied the fight of you ! — 

•* In 
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" In pity to my fufFerings, permit me 

" yet once more to fpeak to you, even 

'* tho' it be to take a iafl: farewell. I 

" have made a little kind of intereft with 

'' the woman at the habit-fhop, in Covent- 

" garden, wh:re I know you fometimes 

*' go : — I dread to intreat you would 

' " call there to-morrow, yet if you are fo 

" divinely good, be affured I fhall enter- 

'< tain no preiuming hopes on the conde- 

** fcenfion you fhall be pleafed to make 

** me; but acknowledge it as the meer 

" effeft of that compaflion, which is in- 

" herent to a generous mind. Alas ! I 

'1 muft be much more worthy than I can 

^^ yet pretend to be, before I dar^iflatter 

" myfelf with owing any thing to a more 

** foft emotidn, than thofe I have men- 

** tioned. Accufe me not, therefore, of 

** too much boldnefs in this petition, but 

*' grant to my defpair what you would 

" deny to the love of 

" Your iTioft faithful, 

" And everlafling flave, 

" H. Saving. 

" P. S. ^ The < favoii- 6f one lihe to fet me 
*' kmow whether I niay expe& the blef- 
** Bhg I implore, will add to the 
** bounty of it. The fam6 hand that 

" brings 
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" brings you this, will alio deliver your 
'* commands to yours as above. 

Mifs Be^ read this letter feveral times, 
and the oftner fhe did fo, the more fhe 
faw into the foul of him that fent it. 
How wide the difference between this, 
and that fhe had received from Gayland ! 
*Tis true, they both defired a meeting, 
each made the fame requeft, but the man- 
ner in which the former was asked, and the 
end propofed by the grant of it, fhe eafily 
perceived were as diflant as heaven and 
hell. She called to mind the great 
refpedl he had always treated her with i— 
fhe was convinced both of his honour and 
fincerity, and thought fomething was ' due 
from her on that account. In fine, after 
deliberating a little within hcrfelf, fhe r^ 
folved to grant his requeft, and accord- 
ingly wrote to him in thefe terms : 

« Sir, 

" TpHO* it is my fixed determination 
tfiufiacourage the addrefles of no 
man whatever, without the approbation 
" of my guardians, yet I think myfelf 
** top ynuch (Aliged to the affeftion you 
♦'have* expreffed for me, to refufe you a 
" favour of fo trifling a nature, as that 
** you have taken the pains to ask. I 
¥. will be at the placfe you mention to-mor- 
'^^; - " row,. 
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'* row, fome time in the forenoon ; but 
" defire you will expeft nothing from it, 
*' but a laft farewell, as you have pro- 
" mifed to be contented with. Till then, 
" adieu." 

After finifhing this little billet, flie cal- 
led the maid, whom Saving had made his * 
confidante, into her chamber, and asked 
her, when fhe expefted he would come for 
an anfwer? To which the other replied, 
.that he had appointed her to meet him at 
the corner of the. Areet very early in the 
• morning, before any of the windows were 
lopen. " Well then," faid niils Betfy 
' fmiling, and putting the letter into her 
hands, *^ give him this, I do it for your' 
" fake, Nanny ; for, I fuppofe, you will 
** have a double fee on the delivery." 
'''*•* The gentleman is too much in love," 
^nlwered fhe, '' not to be grateful." 

Mifs Betfy fyaft the remainder of that 
day, and the enfuing night, with that tran- 
quility which is inieparable.from a mind 
unincumbered with paffion ; but the next 
morning remembering her promife, while 
lady Mellafin and mifs Flora v/ere en- 
gaged with the beaux and belles at theL 
levee, fhe flipt out, and taking a chair | 
the end of the ftreet, went to the miliinei 
according to appointment. She doubt< 
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not but the iinpattence of her j lover would 
have brought him there long before her, 
and was very much amazed to find her- 
felf the firft comer. She knew not, how- 
ever, but fome extraordinary accident, yn- 
forefeen by him, might have happened to 
detain, him long^ than he expedied, and 
from the whole courfe of his paft behavi- 
our, could find no Ihadow of reafon to 
fulpeft him of a wilful remiflhefs. She 
fat .down in the fhop, and amufed herfeif 
•with tsUkmjg to the woman on the new 
^odes of Hreis, and fuch like ordinaiy 
jinifitfqrSo;.,but made ^nQt the leaft mention 
or.theiinotive which had brought her thece 
rt^tinftf;ning.: ,and the other, not know- 
j^ whether it would be proper to take 

fpy notice, was^lfo fllent.on that occafioaj 
ut «iife J3etjfy obferved, flie often turned 
"h^r ne<a4 tpfwards ^the window, and ran to ' 
^the door, lopking up and down the ftreet, 
as if fhe expected fomebody, who was 
not yet come. 

,Miis Betfy could not forbear being 

4%>cjce4 at.a difappointment, which was 

the lafl: thing in the world Ihe could have 

apprehended. She had, notwithftanding, 

tfee patience tp waitfrom a little paft eleven 

||^ near two o'clock, expeding, during 

:|rrery moment of that time, that he would 

,i^||ier come, or fend fomeexcufe for not 

ia , doing 
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doing fo ; but finding he did neither, and 
that it was near the hoin- in which mr. 
Goodman ufually dinedy fhe took her leave 
of the woman, and went home full of agi- 
tations. 

i- - ' ■ 

The maid, who was in the fccret, hap- 
pening to open the door, and mifs Betfy 
looking round, and perceiving there was 
nobody in hearing, faid to her, " Nanny, 
" are you fure you delivered my letter 
" fafe into mr. Saving's handf ?** " Sure! 
" mifs," cried the wench, " yes, as ftttc 
** as I am alive, and he gave me a good 
** queen Annex's guinea for my trouble : — 
•* 1 have not had time fince to put it up,'* 
continued fhe, taking it out of her bofbm, 
«* here it is." " Well, then, what did he 
'* fay' on receiving it?" faid mifs Betfy. 
** I never faw a man fo ' tranlported," re- 
plied (he, " he put it to his mouth, and 
" kifled it - witn fuch an eagernefs, I 
** thought he would have devoured it." 
Mifs Betfy asked no further queftions, 
but went up to her chamber to pull off 
her hood, not being able to know how fhe 
ought to judge of this adventure. 

She was foon called down to dinner, 
but her mind was too much perplexed to 
fuffer her to eat much. 

She, 
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She was extremely uneafy the whole day, 
for an explanation of what at prefent feeni- 
ea rtyftefibus, and this gave her little; 
kfs'pain,' than, perhaps, fhe would have felt 
had Ihe b^en pofleffed with an equal fhare* 
of love i but in the evening her natural 
vivafcity got the better, and not doubting 
but the next mdrning fhe fhotild receive 
a letter with a full eclaircifement of this 
affair, fhe enjoyed the fame fweet repofe, 
as '^ff ^nothiirtg* had happened to ruffle her 
temper. ^, . 

Thp. vinorning aaino, but brought no 
billet from tl\at once obfequious lover: — 
the hesJt, and three or four fqcceeding ones 
were barren of the fruit fhe fo much tXr 
peftcd. What judgment could fhe form 
of aa event fo odd ? - — She could not 
bring herfelf to think Saving had taken 
pains to procure a rendezvous with her, 
on purpofe to difappoint and affront her ; 
and'was not able to conceive any probable 
mearis, by which he fhould be prevented 
firom writing to her. Death only fhe 
thought could be an excufe for him, and 
had that happened fhe fhould have heard 
of it. Sometimes fhe fancied that the 
li)ai4'Had been treacherous j but when fhe 
'i[^Oii0d^red,~ fhe could get nothing by be- 
f ^ja^ fo, . ind that itjvas, on the contrary. 
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rather her intereft to be fincerc, fhe reje£)£d 
that fuppofition. The various conjeftures, 
which by turns came into her head, ren- 
dered her however exceflivelydifturbed, and 
in a fituation which deferved fome fhare of 
pity, had not her pride kept her from re- 
vealing either her difcontent^ or the mo- 
tives of it, to any one perfon in the 
world. 



C H A P. V. 

Contains nothing very extrdoniinary, 
yet fuch things as are highly pr(^er 

to be known. 

T THINK it is generally allowed, that 
there are few emotions of the. mind 
j more uneafy than fulbence. Not the e^- 
f treme youth of mifs Betfy, not all her 
natural chearfulnefs, nor her perfect indif- 
ference for the fon of alderman Saving, 
could enable her to throw off the vexa- 
tion, in which his late behaviour liad 
involved her.. Had the motive been the 
moft mortifying of any that could be ima- 
gined^ to her vanity,, pride and refent-' 
ment would then have come to'^hler affift- 
ance : —fhe would have defpifed the authbr^ ' 
of the infult, and, in time, have fotgot theMf! 

xnlulc^-' 
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infult itfelf ; but liie uncertainty in what 
mani^ {he ought to rfiink of the man, 
an^'tKt^ laft a6feion of hiSj made both • 
dtwllti mticH longer - pn her niind, than 
otherwife they would havQ done^ As the . 
poet truly fay?, 

"'When puzzling doubts the anxious 

'^ bofonv feize^ 
« To kftew'the worft U^fome degi-ee of 

' ;■.. 'I'-rj^ / .. . / .- . ■' ■ ^:\: . ■ 

This is^n^^lkim which will hold good, 
cT^n; when the ^ongeft and moft violent 
paffiofie^opera^ ; b«rt: mirs^Betfy was pof- 
leflfedof no mblre' than > bare curiofity; 
which as iOie l^d as-y^t no other fenfation, 
\^ich demanded' gratification, was fuffi- 
ciendy painful to her. 

It was about ten, or twelve days, that 
Ihe continued to labour under this dilem- 
ma ; but at the expiration of that time, 
was partly relieved from it by the follow- 
ing means. 

s Mr, Goodman happening to meet al- 
d^rmaii Saving, with whom he had great 
l«fifie&, upon 'Change, defired he would 
Ipfnf him to an adjacent tavern, 
vv^ich the other complied ; but with 
iiiucih more grave and referved, 
-^m^-'^i ' ' than 
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than he was accuftomed to put on, w 
a perfon whom he had known for a grt 
number of years, and was concerned with 
in feme affairs of traffic ; they went t(h . 
gether to the fhip tavern. 

After having ended what they had to 
fay to each other upon bufmefe, - *' Mr. 
*' Goodman,** faid the alderman, " we 
** have long been friends, I always thought 
** you an hor>eft, fair-dealing man, and 
** am, therefore, very much mrprized you 
*^ fhould go abput to put upon me in the 
«* manner you have lately done,** " Put 
** upon you, fir,'* cried the merchant, " I 
" know not what you mean, and am very 
certain I never did any thing that 
might call in queftion my integrity, 
" either to you or any one elfe.** " It 
*' was great integrity indeed,'* refumed 
the alderman, with a fneer, " to endea- 
vour to draw my only fon into a clan- 
deftine marriage, with the girl you *'' 
hzvt at your houfe." Mr. Goodman 
was afccnifhed, as well he might, at this 
accufation, and perceiving by fome other 
words^ that the alderman let fall, that he 
was. well acquainted with the love young 
Saving had profeiTed for mifs Betfy, frajikly \ 
T» related to him all that he knew of the 
courtfhip,; and) Jtj^;methpd he had taken 
tp put a flop to it ** That was not 

\ " enough, 
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** enough, fir," cried the alderman haftily, 

" you Ihould have told me of it. — Do 

you think young folks, like them, 

would have regarded your forbidding ? 

" —No, no ; rU warrant you theyi^pujd 

" have found fome way or other to come 

*' together before now, and the boy might 

" have been ruined, if I had not been in- 

" formed by other hands how things were 

"carried on, and put it out of the power. 

"of any of you to impofe upon me. 

*• The girl may fpread her nets to catch 

" <fome other woodcock, if Ihe can, — 

^* thanks to heaven, and my own pru-^ 

♦* dence, my fon is far enough out ot her 



«« r/xa/*K *^ 



Mr. Goodman, though one of the bell 
natured men in the world, could not keep 
himfclf from being a little ruffled at th^ 
aldbflfiah's difcourfe, and told him, that 
though he had been far from encouraging 
^iSr Saving's inclinatiojis, and fhould al- 
-vt^ff^ tliink it the duty of la fon to con- 
ftdf Ms father in every thing he did, ef- * 
pcf^il^y in fo material a point as that of 
lilirMage 5 yet he faw no rcafon for treat- 
i^ffi^ Betf^ with contempt, as fhe was 
"" ' ^ od family^ had a very pretty for- 
mer own, and fuitable accomplifh-r 
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" You take a great deal of pains to/et 
** her oflf," faid the alderman, *' and fincc 
*' you marrkd a court-lady not worth a 
" groat, have got all the romantic idle 
<' notions of the other end of the town, 
** as finely as if you had been bred there. 
** A gooa family! — very pleafant i'faith. 
*' Will a good family go to market ?-^ 
*' Will it buy a joint of mutton at the 
*'. butcher's ? — Or a pretty gown at the 
*' mercer's ? Then, a pretty fortune you 
*' fay ; — enough it may be to fquander 
*' away at cards and mafquerades, for 4 
♦' month or two. She has fuitable ac- 
** complilhments too ; — yes, indeed, thay 
" are fuitable ones, I believe : — I fup- 
« pofe Ihe can fing, dance, ' and jabber a 
«' little French j but Til be hanged if flic 
''•knows how to make a pye, or a pud- 
*' ding, or to teach her m^d to do it." 

The refieftion on lady MellajGn, in the 
beginning of this fpeech, fo much incenfed 
mr. Qqodman, that he could fcarce at- 
tend to the latter part of it : -—he forbore 
interrjupting him, however, but as foon 
as he had done fpeaking, replied in terms 
which fhewed his refentnient. In fin^, 
fuch hot words paffed between them, ^, 
had they been younger men, might haye 
produced worfc confequences j — but the 
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Ipirit of both being equally ' evaporated in 
mutual reproaches, they grew more calm, 
and, at laft, talked themfelves jqto as 
^ood harmony as ever. IVIr. Goodman 
faid, he was forry that he had been pre- 
vailed uppn, by the young nian*s entreaties, 
to keep his cpurtlhip to n\jifs Betfy a fo- 
cret \ and t;he alderqian begged pardon ia 
his turn, for having faid any thing difre- 
Ipe^tfiil of Wy Mellafin. 

On this they fliook hands, another half 
pint pf /herry was called for, and before 
they parted, the ajderman acquainted mr. 
Gpo^inan, that to prevent entirely all fu- . 
ture cprre^lidence bietwieen his fon and 
mils Betfy, he had fent Uim tp Holland 
fonie day^ ^go, without letting him know- 
any thing of his intentions, *till every 
thing \^as ready for his embarkation, ^^l 
^' fent," faid hie, "the iiight befpre lie 
.:^« W^ tp go, l^s portmantCiau, and what 
Nf* pt;her higgage 1 tfepught he would have 
*< occafion for, to the inn where the Har- 
" wich ftage puts up, and making him 
*^ Ipie calfed upV^ry eairiy in tl;ie morning, 
« told him, he n^uft go a little way o«t 
Mi^f town with nie, upon extraordinary 
i1^ h}^^h : — he fee^n^d vei^y unAyilling, 
1^1 j^ h^ had a.pppinted that morning to 
^^t^^fi^- ^ gentleman, and beggefd I wouki 

Mfff %h^ jowney to the nejst day, ar 
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« even till the afternoon. What caufed 
J «* this backwardnefs, I cannot imagine, 
^ •« for I think it was impoflible he could 
^' knOw my defigns on this fcore ; but, 
•<' -Whatever was in his head, I took care 
«* to difappoint it : — I liftened to none of 
**« his excufes, nor trufted him out of my 
«* fight, but forced him to go with me to 
<* the coach, in which I had fccured a 
•' couple of places. He was horridly 
«' fliockcd when he found where he was 
*' going, ind would fain have pcrfwaded 
«* me to repeal his banilhment, vs he cal- 
•< led it : — I laughed in my fleeve, but 
*< took no notice of the real motive I had 
<^ for fending him away, isind told him, 
<* there was an abfolute neceffity for his 
♦' departure j — that I had a bufinefs of 
<< the grcateft importance at Rotterdj 
** in which I could truft nobody but hi 
<« felf to -negotiate, and that he woi 
** find, in his trunk, letters and 01 
*' papers, which would inftrudt him hj 
«* to a<fl. 

<« In fine,'* continued the alderman, 
«*^ went with him aboard, ftaid 
** him till they were ready to 
•< anchor, then returned, and fto( 
« the beach till the fhip failed 
•* out of fight, fo that if my gent 
•* had a thought of writing to his 
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" he had not the leaft opportunity f6r it.** 
He added, that he did not altogether de* 
ceive his fon, having, . indeed, fome af- 
fairs to tranfatt at Rotterdam, though they 
were not . of the mighty confequence he 
had pretended; but which he had, by a pri-' 
vate letter to his agent there, ordered 
ihould be made appear as intricate and 
perplexed as poilihle, that the yoiyig gen- 
tleman's return mi^t be delayed as long 
as there was. any plaufible excufe for de- 
taining him, without his feeing through 
the reafon of it. 

Mr. Goodman praifed the alderman's 
difcretion in the whole conduA of this* 
biifinefsy and to atone for having been 
^reyaUed upon to keep young Saving's* 
iecrec from him, ofierea to make inter^ft 
with a friend he had at the poft-office, to 
iiop'jmy letter ihould be directed for mifs 
ft^y ThoughtlefSj by the way of Hot- 
lind ; " by which means," faid he, " all 
" communication between the young 
" people will fpon be put an end to 4 he 
** will grow weary of writing whe;n here-' 
^1 ceives no anfwers, and fhe of thinking 
^}Qf him as a lover, , when fhe finds he 
tfj, ceafes to tell her he is fo." 

he alderman was ready to hug his old 
d for this propofal, which, it is ccr- 
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tain, he made in the fincerity of his heart, 
for they no fooher parted, than he went 
to the office, and fulfilled his promife. 

When he came home, in order to hin- 
der mifsBetfy from e3Cpc6ting to hear any 
thing more of mr. Saving, he told her te 
Had been titated by the> alderman pretty 
roughly, on account of the encotaVage- 
ment had been given in his houfe to the 
amorous addrefies had been made to her 
by his Ion ; *« ^lid,'* added he, " the old 
^ man is fo incenfed agjunft him, foir 
' having a thought of that kind in your 
^ favour, thjfc he has fent him beycmd 

♦ fea, — I know not to what panrj— 

* but it feems hfe is never to come back, 
** till he has given full affurances the lik- 
** ing he has for you is utterly w<»n off/* 

^ << He ^ mlgfkr haSvfe fpated bimflfetf thd 
*^ pafinsi'* faid mift Betfy, bi«rfKihg mii 
i^dain, ** his Ton ojuld have ihforto^ 
•• him, how little 1 was inclinable to lifteii 
« to any thiiig he Ikid <m tht fcdre of 
" l&^e J audi ihyfclf, if he had asked md 
^ the qaeftion,^ouid have given him th^ 
♦* ftrongeft afiurances th^t words could 
** form, that if ever I changed my con- 
** dition, which heaven knows I am far 
** frorh thinking on as yet, 1 fhould 
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" never be prevailed upon to do it, by 
•' any merits his fon was pofieffed of/V 

Mr. Goodman congratulated her on th^ 
indifference fhe exprefled, and told her^ 
fee hoped flie would always continue in 
the fame humour, till ai^ €>ffer which pro- 
mifed more fatisfaftion in marriage ihould 
happen to be made. 

Nothing mc»e was faid on this head i 
tut mifs Betfy, on rutninattng on whaii 
mv, Goodman had related, eafily imagin^^ 
cd, that tlie day in wiiich he had. been 
fent away, was tite fame on which he had 
appointed to meet h^er, aiid therefore ex>- 
cufed his not coming as a thing unavoid- 
able ; yet as flie knew not the precaution 
his father had taken, was not fo ready to 
^give him for not fending a line to pre- 
venf her waiting fo long for him at the 
liabit^fliop* She coiild not^ however, 
.when fhe refleded on the whole tenour of 
his deportm^iit to her^ think it poiTible 
he fhould all at once become guilty of 
wilfully omitting, what even common 
good manners and decency r^uired. Shqi 
loon grew weary, however, of troubling 
iheri^' about the master, and a very few 
/,«Aqrs ferved to nwikeher lole even the mc- 

j%|iaiqr of it. 

"' *«w ■■■••■■ ■ ^ ■ 
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CHAP. VI. 

May be of fome fervice to the ladieSy 
efpecially the younger fort ^ if well at • 
tended to* . 

lyf I S S Betfy had now no perfon that pro- 
fefled a ferious paflion for her ; but 
as fhe had yet never feen the man capable 
of infpiring her with the lead emotions .of 
tendernefs, fhe was quite eafy as to that 
point, and wiihed nothing beyond what 
Ihe enjoyed, the pleafiirc of being told fhe 
was very handfome, and gallanted ^bout 
by a great number of thofe, who go by 
the name of very ptetty fellows. Pleafed 
with the praife, fhe regarded not the con:r 
dition or merits of the praifer, and fu^ 
fered herfelf to be. treated, prefcntect 
and fquir'd about to all public places^ 
cither by the rake, the man of honour, 
the wit, or the fool, the married, aswelj 
as the unmarried, without diftindion, and 
juft as either fell in her w^y. 

Such a conduft as this could not fail - 
of laying her open to the cenfure of mi- 1 
^ious tongues : — the agreeablenefs. flf!^;, 
her perfon, her wit, and the many a(t%^?|^ 
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complifhments fhe was miftrefs of, made 
her envied and hated, even, by thofe who 
profeflcd the greateft friendfhip for her. 
Several there were who, though they coul4 
fcarce fupport the vexation it gave them 
to fee her lo much preferred to themfelves, 
yet chofe to be as much with her as pof- 
fible, in the cruel hope of finding fome 
frefh matter wherewith to blaft Tier repu- 
tation. 

Certain it is, that tho' flie was as far 
removed, as innocence itfelf, from all in- 
tent or wifh of committing a real ill, yet 
Ihe paid too-litt'e regard to the appear- 
ances of it, and faid and did many things, 
which' the a(SualIy criniinal would be more 
cautious to avoid. • Hurried by an excefs 
of vanity, and th^t love of pleafure fo na- 
tural to youth, (he indulged herfelf in li- 
berties, of which Ihe forefaw not the con- 
fequences. 

Lady Trufty, who fincereiy loved her, 
both, for her own fake, and tha.t of her de- 
ceafed mother, carme more often to mr. 
Gobdman^s than otherwife fhe would 
have done, oi^ purpofe to obferve the be- 
l^viour of mifs Bctfy : fhe had heard 
fame accounts, which gave Ker great dif- 
*" '"fiiftion i but ^ fhe was a woman of 
tration, fhe eafily perceived, that plaii# 
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Te|>r6Qf ^a^s not the way to prevail on her 
to reclahn the errors of her tonduft ; — 
that Ihe nlufl: be infenfibty wefaned from 
Vhat, at prefent,. Ihe took fo much de- 
light in, and iMrought into a different man- 
her of living, by ways which fliouid ra- 
ther feein to flatter than check her vanity : 
Ihe therefore earneftly wilhed to get her 
down with her into L ' '" ' e, \^ete 
Ihe was foon^ going herfelf 5 but knew not 
how to ask her without making the fame 
invitation to mifs Flora, 'Whofe company 
Ihe no way defired, and whofe example 
jQie was fenfible had very much contri- 
buted to give mifs Betfy that air of levity, 
•which rendered her good fenfe almoft ufe- 
kfs to har. 



This worthy lady h'i|i|pfihing to find her 
alone one day, (a thing ilbt very ufual^ 
flie askedj by way of founding htt incfr^ 
nation, if Ihe would not be glad to f^ 
L > 't again ; to which me replied^ 
that thdre were rtiany p6o{)le for whom ihe 
liad a very great rti^tdiy but the journey 
was too long to be taken merely on the 
fcore of making a fhort vifit •, for ihe 
owned fhe did not like the country well 
enough to contitiue in it for aiiy length tif 
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Lady Trufty would fain have perfwadecl 
her into a better opinion of the place (he 
-w^s born in, and^whichmoft of her fa- 
mily had paffed the greateft part of their 
lives in ; but mifs Betfy was not to be ar- 
gued into any tolerable ideas of it, and 
plainly told her ladyfliip, that what Ihe 
called a happy tranquil manner of fpend- 
ing ones days, feemed to her little better 
than being burifcd alive. 

Ffom declaring Ker averfion to a coun- 
try life, fhe ran into fuch extravagant en- 
comiums on thofe various amufements, 
which London every day prefented, that 
lady Trufty perceived it would not be 
without great difficulty fhe would be 
brou^t to a more juft way of thinking : 
^ fhe concealed, however, as much as pof- ' 
fible, the concern it gave her to hear her 
. i^prefs herfelf in this manner, contenting 
Kerfelf with faying, calmly, that London 
was, indeed, a veiy agreeable place to live 
. in, efpecially foj^ young people, and the 
-pleafivres jt afforded were very elegant •, 
*« but then" faid ihe, " the too frequent 
** repetition of them, may fo much en- 

* *^ grofs the mind, as to take it off from 

* *♦ other obj efts, which ought to have their 
'■^ (hare in it : t)e(ides," continued fh|fl|. 
^^^ijitrc are but too frequeqt proofs, that 
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^ an innate principle of virtue is not al- 
*' ways a fufficient guard againft the nlany 
** fnares laid for it, under the ftiew of in- 
•* nocent ple^fures, by wicked and defign- 
** ing perfbns of both fexes j nor can it 
be efteemed prudence to run ones felf 
into dangers meerly to Ihew our ftrength 
in overcoming them •, nor> perhaps, 
** would even the vidlory turn always to 
'^ our glory : the world, is cenforious, 
** and feldom ready to pj^t the beft coo- 
" ftruftion on things; fo that reputation 
*' may fuflfer, though virtue triumphs." 






Mifs Betfy liftened to all this witli a 
good deal of attention. — The impudent 
attempt Gayland had made on her, came 
frefli into her mind, and made this lady*s 
remonftrances fink the deeper into it. 
The power of refleftion being a little 
awakened in her, fome freedoms alfo, not 
altogether confiftent with ftridt modefty, 
which others had offered to her, convino^d 
her of the error of maintaining too litde 
referve; flie thanked her kind advifer, and 
promifed to obferve the precepts iflie had 
given. 

Lady Trufty finding this good efFeftof ' 
what Ihe had faid, ventured to proceed fo 
^far, as to give fome hints, that the con- 
"dud of mifs Flora had been far from^ • 
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blamelefs ; and, therefore, purfued ihe, I 
Ihould be glad, methinks, to fee you fepa- 
rated from that young lady, though it were 
but for a fmall time ; and then gave her tb 
underftand, how great a pleaiure it would 
. be to her, to get her down with her to 
L r- ^j i^ it could be any way con- 
trived, that fhe could go without mifs 
Flora. 

*' As I have been fo long from home,** 
faid fhe, "I know I fhali have all the 
gentry round the country to welcome 
me at my return, and if you fhould find 
the company lefe polite, than tbofe you 
^* leave beWnd, it will, at leaft, diverlify 
*' the fcene, and render the entertainments 
*' of Loiidon new to you a fecpnd time, 
*' when you come back,** 






Mifs Bctfy found in herfelf a ftrong in- 
clination to comply with this propofal, and 
told fedy Trufty, Ihe fhould think herfelf 
happy in paffing the whole fummer with 
her ; and as to mifs Flora, the fame offer 
might be made to her, without any danger 
of her accepting it. " I am not of your 
•* opinion,** faid the other -, " the girl has 
** np fottune, but what mr. Goodman fhall 
.** be pleafed to give her v which cannot 
|j^/ bfiil^ery cpnfiderable, as he has a nephew 
^'' -• -hp %ft-Indi€s, whom he is cxtrcme|^ 
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>** fond of, and will make his heir. 
*' Mellafin would, therefore, catch ; 
** opportunity of lending her daughi 
** a place where there are fo many g 
** men of eftates, among whom Ihe i 
" have a better chance for getting a 
** band, than (he can have in Lo 
*' where her chara6lcr would fcarce i 
** her to fuch a hope, I will how< 
purfued ihe, *' run the rifque, and < 
^' rather to have a guelt, whafe cor 
" I do not fo well approve of, th 
♦* deprived of one I fo tnucfa value. ' 

Mifs Betfy teftified the fen^jlhe 1 
lier ladylhip's goodnefs, in die moft 
fill and obliging terms, and lady M( 
.and mifs Flora ccfming home foon 
lady Trufty faid^ fhe was come or 
pofe to ask permiflibn for mifs Floi 
mifs "Betfy . to pafs two or three r 
with her, down in L » e. 

Lady Mellafin, as the other had 
gined, feemed extremely pieafed w 
invitation, and told her, ftie did her 4 
ter a great deal of honour, and Ihe 
take care things Ihould be prepar 
both the young ladies to attend her, 
: fctting out. Lady Trufty then to 
ihe had fixed thfe day. ft>r it, i^k 
,%jb<}ut a fb^tnighc aftier 4Ms -eonve] 
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and fotne other matters relating to the 
journty' being regulated, took her leave, 
highly pleafed with the thoughts of getting 
tnils'fectfy to a place, where ihe ihould 
have an opportunity of ufing her utmoft 
endeavours to improve the good fhe found 
in her difpofition, and of weaning her, by 
degrees, from any ill habits flie might 
have contrafted in that Babel of mixed 
company fhe was accuflx)mcd to at ladi^ 
Mellafin's. 



C H A P. VJL 

Js a medley ^various pariicularsy wbicA 
pa[oe the wayjhr matters ofni^recm- 
fequence. 

Vf ISS Flora had now nothing in hit 
*• head, but the many hearts (he ex- 
J)e6ted to cJpiiyate, when fhe Ihould ar- 
rive ih L- — — e •, and lady Mellafin, 

who foothed her in all her vanities, refdved 
to ipare nothing which fhe imagined would 
contribute to that purpofe. Mifs Bctfy^ 
•who had the lame ambition, though for 
;dlflfei«nt ends,, made it alfo pretty much her 
Jtody to fetoff, to the befl advantage, the 
.^j^l^tm flie had received from nature,. 

^krifpomnt articfe of drefe dboW ert^r 

groffcd 




^ 



64 r/&^ HISTORY of 

grofled the whole converfation of thefe 
ladies. The day after that in w|iich lady 
Trudy had made the invitation to thtf 
two yoOng ones, lady Mellafin went witt 
them to the mercer's to buy fomc filks : 
Ihe pitched on a very genteel new-fafhionecj 

{)attern for her daughter j but chofe one 
or mifs Betfy, which, though rich, feemed 
to her not well fancied •, me teftified her 
difapprobation, but lady Mellafin faid fo 
hiuch in the praife of it, and the mercer, 
either to pleafe her, or becaufe he was de- 
firous of getting it fold, affured mifs Betfy 
that it was admired by every body, thk 
it was the neweft thing he had in his Ihop, 
and had already fold leveral pieces to la- 
dies of the iirft quality : all this did not 
argue mifs Betfy into a liking of it ; yet 
between them ftie was over-perfwaded to 
have it. Whenthefe purchafes were made, 
they went home, only Hopped at the man- 
tua-maker's in their way, to order her to 
come that afternoon ; lady Mellafin did no' 
more than fet them ddwn, and then went 
on in the coach to make a vifit. 

The young ladies fell to reviewing their 
. filks ; but mifs Betfy was no way fatisfied 
with her's : the more Ihe looked upon it^ 
the worfe it appeared to her. ". I ihajl 
** never wear this with any pleafure,t*. 
4aid flie \ " I wifli the man had it in h^ 
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" ihpp again, for I think it quite ugly.** 
Mifs Flora told her, that fhe wondered at 
her, that the thing was perfeftly handfome, 
and that my lady's judgrtient was never 
before called in queftion. '* That may be,'* 
replied mifs Betly, " but certainly every 
^' one ought to pleafe their own fancy irl 
•* the choice of their cloat;hs ; for my part 
" I fhall never endure to fee myfelf in it.'* 
" Not when their fancy happens to differ 
" from that of thofe who know better than 
*^ themfclves what is fit for them," cried 
mife Flora ; " and, befides, have the power 
*' over them/* She fpoke this with fo much 

f)ertncfs, that mifs Betfy, who had a violent 
pirit, was highly provoked. " Power over 
" them!** cried fhe, ** I do not know what 
" you mean, mifs Flora ; mr. Goodman ih 
** one of my guardians indeed, but I don't 
" know why that fhould entitle his lady to 
" direft me in what I fhall wear." 

Mr. Goodman, who happened to be 
looking over fome papers in a little clofet 
he had within his parlour, hearing part of 
this difpute, and finding it was like t6 
grow pretty warm, came out, in hopes of 
moderating it. On hearing mifs Betfy'Si^ 
cogi^laiSiti, he defired to fee the filk •, which 
bc^^ewn him, " I do not pretend," 
4iS^, *' to much underftanding in thefe 



igs i but, methinks, it is very hand- 
fome." 
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*♦ fome." Ir would do well enofi^ fof 
*' winter, fir,'* replied mifs Betfy 5 " but 
*^ it is too hot and heavy .for fummer; 
•' befides, it is fo thick and clumfy, it 
•* would make me look as big again as I 
*' am : Til not wear it, I am refolved, in 
*' the country, whatever I do iv^hen I come , 
*' to town, in the dark weather. 

*' Well,'' faid mr. Gk>odman, « I wiM 
** fpeak to my lady to get it changed 
"for fometbing clfe/* "Indeed, fir," 
cried mifs Flora, " I am fore my mamma 
'* will do no fuch thing, and take it very 
*' ill to hear it propofcd/* " You need 
** not put yourfelf in any heat," replied 
mifs Betfy, " I don't defire Ihe fhould be 
•' troubled any farther about it ; but, fir," 
continued fhe, turning to mn Goodman, 
*' I think I am now at an age capable of 
*' choojing for myfelf, in the aftick cf 
** drefs ; and as it has been fettled between 
** you and fir R^lph Trufly^ tibat out of 
^^ the income of my fortune, thirty poundis 
a year fliould be allowed for my boan' 
twenty pounds for my pocket expen< 
and fifty for iny cloaths, I think I oui 
^' to have the two latter entirely at thy ol 
*' difpofal, and to lay it out as I thy 
" fit, and not be obliged, like a charj 
*< child, to wear whatever livery my 
^* faftor fliall be. pleafed to order." 
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fpoke this with fo much fplcen, that crtr. 
Goodman was a litdc nettled at it, and 
tdW her, tha^t what his wife had done was 
out of kindnefs and good- will, which fince 
fhe did not take as was meant, fhe fhould 
have her money to do with as fhe would. 

« 
. " That is all I defire,*' anfwercd fhe, 
" therefore bepleafed to let n^ have twenty 
*^ guineas now, or^ if there does not re- 
*f main fo much in your hands, I will 
" ask 6r Ralph to advance it, and you 
** may return it to him when you 
*:« fettte accounts.'* '* No, no,'* cficd 
the mefchajut haftily, <* I fee no reafon to 
** trouble my good friend, fir Ralph, on 
** fuch a frivolous matter. You fhall 
** have the fum you mention, mifs Betfy, 
•♦.whether fb much remains out of the 
** hundred pounds a year -fct apart for 
*' your fubfiflance, or not,- as I /:an but 
•♦ deduft it out of the next payment; but 
« I woidd have you manage with difcre- 
** tion, for you may depend, that the fur- 
^ plus of what was at firft agreed upon, 
" .&ali not be broke into, but laid up to 
f* mcttinSt your fortune, which, by the 
tf tinaiP:^ou come of age, I hope, will be 
^ypttfcy handfomely improved." 

Bctfy then al&ired him, that Ihe 
not of his zeal for her interefl, 

and 







68 7^^ HISTORY ff/ 

arid hoped fhe had not offended him in 
any thing /he had faid. " No, no/* re- 
plied he, " I always make allowances far 
the little impatiencies of perfons of 
your fex and age, efpeciaily when drels 
is concerned.'* In fpeaking thefe words, 
he opened his bureau, and took out twenty 
guineas, which he immediately gave her, 
making her firft fign a memorandum of 
it. Mifs Flora was all on fire to have 
offered fomething in oppofition to this, 
but durfl not do it, and the mantua- 
maker that inftant coming in, fhe went up 
ftairs with her into her chamber, leaving 
mifs Befefy and mr. Goodman together i 
the former of whom, being e^er to go 
about what fhe intended, ordered a hack* 
ney coach to be called, and taking the filk 
with her, went directly to the fliop where 
it was bought. 

The mercer at firft feemed unwilling to 
take it again ; but on her telling him, flie ^ 
would always make ufe of him, for every 
thing fhe wanted in his way, and would 
then buy two fuits of him, he^ at laft con- 
fented. As fhe was extremely curious in 
every thing relating to her flii^ fie 
made choice of a pink coloured Frchcli, 
luftring, to the end* that the plaits lyings 
flat, would fliew the beauty of her wi ^ 
to more advantage j and to atone for 
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-l^htnels of the filk, purchafed as much 
of it as would flounce the fleeves, and the 
petticoat from top to bottom : llie made 
the mercer alfb cut off a fufficient quan- 
tity of a rich green Venetian fattin, to 
make her a riding habit ; and as fhe came 
home boi^ht a filver trimming for it of 
'Point D* Efpagne :; all which, with the 
filk Ihc difliked in exchange, did not 
amount tp the money flie had received 
from mr. Goodman. • 

On her return, fhe aflced the footman, 

who opened the door, ifthemantua-maker 

was gone ; but he not being able to inform 

her, flie ran haftily up ftairs, to mifs 

Flora's chamber, whjph, indeed, was alfo 

her own ; for they lay together : fhe was 

about to bounce in, but found the door 

was locked, and the key taken out on the 

infide. This very much furprifed her, ef- 

pedally as fhe thought fhe had heard mifs 

•Flora's voice, as fhe was at the top of the 

ftair-cafe : wanting, therefore, to be fatif- 

ficd who was with her, fhe went as foftly 

^|he could into lady Mellafin*s dreffing- 

'ioom, which was parted from the cham- 

litt bii#lfcjr a flight wainfcot : fhe put her 

;i^elofe to the pannel^ in order to difcover 

,li|p voices -of them tlmt fpoke, and find- 

'"'*' J^.fome light mat came through a 

or flaCw in the^ boards^ her eyes, as 

"^ if well 
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well as ears, contributed to a difcovery ffib 
little expefted.' In fine, flie plainly pc^ 

:ceived mifs Flora, and a man rife off the 
bed ; fhe could not at firft difcem who he 
was, but, on his turning to go -out of the 
room, knew him to be no other than Gay- 
land. They went out of the chamber to- 

^ gether, as gently as they could ; and tho* 
mifs Betfy might, by taking three fteps, 
have met them in^the paffage, and have 
had an opportunity of revenging herfelf on 
mifs Flora for the late airs fhe had given 
herfelf, by (Hewing, hownear fhie waste 

• the fccne of infamy fhe had been afting; 
yet the fhock fhe felt herfelf, on being 
witnefs of it, kept her immoveable for fonie 
time, and fhe fuffered them to * depart 
without the mortification of thinking any 
one knew of their being together, in the 
manner they were. 

This young lady, who though, as I have 
dh-eady taken notice, was of too volatile 
and gay a difpofition, hatecJ any thing 
that had the lead tinfturc of indecency, 
was fo much difconcerted* at the difcovery 
'file had made, that fhe had not power to 
ftir from the place fhe :v^as in, ^icftich kfc 
to refolve how to behayeia this affair»; 
that is, whether it would be" b^, or nb^ 
-to jet mifs Flora know fhe was in the^ 
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::tec of twer fhanie, or to fufFcr her to think 
hqrfclf fecvire. 

She vfas, however^ beginning to medi- 
tate on this point, when Ihc heard mils 
Flora come up ftairs, calling at every ftep', 
^* mifs Betfy ! — mifs Betfy ! -r- where are 
<« you ?^' Gaylapd was gone, and his 
young miftrefs being told mifs Betfy was 
come hpme, guefled it was fhe who had 
given , an interruption to their pleafures, , 
by coming to the door ; fhe, therefore, as 
(he could not im^ine her fo pcrfedlly con- 
vinced, contrived to difguifc the whole, 
and worft of the truth, by revealing a part 
of it i and as foon a& flie had found her, 
" Lord, mifs Betfy !*' cried fhe, with an 
unparaleird afTurance, "where have you 
*' been ? — how do you think I have been 
** figfved by that ciirfed toad Gayland ? 
** he came up into our charnber, wherfe 
" the mantua-maker and I were, and as 
*« foon as fhe was gone, locked the door, 
^ fiaivi began to- kifs and touze me fo, that 
•^ I protcSp: I was feighted almoft out of 
^^ n>y mts. The devil meant no harm 
f* JhOMgh, I believe, for I got rid of hilh 
^S :*rfy.|ipwgh ; but I wiih you had rapped 
f^ j^^»fS^J at the dpor, and obliged him 
"^ eji it, that we bpth might have 

him for lois impudence.'* " Some 

^IjB have a great deal of impudencej 

** in* 
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" indeed," replied mifs Betfy, aftoniflicdi^ 
at her manner of bearing it off. " Aye, f J 
*' fo they have, my dear, rejoined the 
** other, with a cardefs air ; but, prithee, 
'* where have you been rambling by ydur 
*' felf ?'' " No farther than Bedford- 
** ftreet," ^nfwered mi(s Betfy : *' you may 
" fee on what errand^* continued (he, 
pointing to the filks, which fhe had laid 
down on a chair. Mifs Flora prefently 
ran to the bundle, examined what it con- 
.taiaed, and either being in a better hu- 
mour, or affefting to be fo, than when 
they talked on this head in the parlour, 
teftified no diiapprobadon of what (he had 
done; but, on the contrary, talked to her 
in fuch foft obliging terms, that mifsBetfyj 
who had a great deal of good-nature, when 
not provoked by any thing that Teemed 
an affront to herfelf, could not find in her 
heart to fay any thing to give her coi?' 
fufion. 

When lady Mellafin came home, artd 
was informed how mifs Betfy hsld behalf 
cd, in relation to the filk, fhe at-firfl piK 
on an air full of refentment •, but finding 
the other wanted neither wit nor fpirit to 
defend her own caufe, and not caring lb 
break with her, efpecially as her dau^tit 
was going with her to L ■ e, 
grew more moderate, and, at kh 

aflf© 
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^i^t&td to think no more of it. Certain 
it is, however, that this aiFair, filly as it 
was, and, as one* would r think, infignifi-* 
cant in itfelf, l^y .broiling in the minds of 
both mother and dai^hter, and they wait- 
ed only for an opportunity of venting 
their ipite, in fuch a manner, as fhould 
not make them , appear to have the leaffc 
tinAure of fq foul Imd mean apaffion;:. 
but as neither of them were capable of a 
Cncere friendfliip, and had no real r^ard 
for any one . befide themfelves, their diC- 
pleafura was of little confccjuenee. 

- Preparations for tha journqr of the 
young ladio^ ieemed, for the, prefinit, to; 
employ all their thoughts, and diligence 
enough was uied to get every thii^ ready 
againft the time prefixed, which wanted 
but i^litDe days of being exi^red, when an 
unfoff^fiien accident put an ehtire ftop 
to it. 

^Mifi Betfy received a letter from her- 

bipther, mr. Francis Thoughtlefs^ accon>: 

j^anied yith another tp mr. Goodman, acr 

quaihdng them, that he had obtained. 

* — ^ ^npm the head of the college, to paTs 

h in London ; that he Ihould fet 

•^ Oxford in two days, and hoped 

jie fatisf adtion of being with them 

' ^ours, after his letter. What 

E could 
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could ihe now do ? it ^ould have been % 
fin, not only againft natural afieftion, but 
dgainft the rules of common good man- 
ners, to have left the town, either on the 
news of his arrival, or iibmddiately after 
|t ; nor could lady Trufty ei^^, or de- 
fire ihe ihould entertain a thought of do- 
ing fb : fhe was too wife, and too good 
QOt< to confideir the intlerefl of families , very 
much depended on the ftrift union aniCKig 
die Inranches of it \ and that the natural at* 
^tion between brothei;s and fifters, couid 
not be too much cukivattd. Faf, there- 
fore, from infifting on the promife imiis 
Betfy had macie w goings with htfrlnta 
the country, ihe congraiQhtted her dh t^ 
happy difappointment, and told 1tei*,th^' 
ihe ihould receive her with a double fatis^ 
fiuSlioR, if^ after mn France retdrnigld t)d^ 
Oxford, ihe would come and jja&i^^h^ 
^en remaihed of the fomme^ f6aflil'%i|il' 
her. This,' miis Betfy aifured her kdyAijli 
ihe would do s fo that, according to aU 
i^pearance, ^ beneira file m^t \ikit 
received, by bdng under the eye of fo el^ 
cellent an infbrijftrefs, ^ere but jielaye^ 
not lofl;. 
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Rebates tdw, bj 'S cnncurrmce of odd cif"^ 
curr^difces^ mifs Betfy was brought 

^ ,Ml^ttj/,vear tl^ if her fate^ and 

the means by which Jhe. efcq^ed. 

whiAfefi# Ralph Tnri^ «ftd his Iddy were 
to ^-<Hit for L ^ ■■ ' > •, €> They had 
tiM:jfee»-tl^' young gc^mjemaii fince the 
ailtaltehliKjf <i«^o^^<&f hiis ^ther^is funefal^^ 
a)^dl^T;(^jf -have^ been glad j to have had 
ie^4lQ(^ ^ii& ^im i but could no ^ #ay 
jlOt 4ff thtSr Jdurney, as word was fent 
tfRlil^J^ in*' which they expefted to be at 
hivn^V-m Ralph- knew very well, that a 
ga6*e^kthtib^ -€^f his ' tenants^ and friends^ 
«^luM!^i«feJ6t1iin^^ and a lettet 

^v^d^^nbtHt^fli^h' fkeft^ pr<^^ 

iPihe;*l|Ci» fe)rft Ifefa^ difa]^p<Hhted : they 
fitf^Jirf A^lth' himi however, at mr. Good^ 
itliifl^ who would not pernlitliiim to have 
afty 16^r home thixi his houfei during 
l^^^iittdfwn. LadyTrufly, on' taking 
" "'[*tfma$ Betfy, faidtoher, fhe hoped 

r^niertiber her prdmife when 

was returned^ to^ Oxford -, oii 

E 2 . VfKvcK 
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which fhe replied, that. Ihe could not be 
fo much an tnemy to her own happiq^ 
as to fail. 

Mifs Betfy" and tlils ; bAithct- had been 
always extremely Tond of each.o^her, arw| 
the length, of time^hey had beer^i afundef, 
and th? improverhe^t which th^t time ^d 
made in both,* heightened their mutui^ fa* 
tisfaftion in meeting; '■ * .'• *^ 

. All that trojubled nj^ Betfy j^^^ ; ^^^ 
that her biiother happened to ^ov^^XJtk^ 
doa at:a. feafdrt iof the year, . Wr( ^i^fc/he 
could not receive the l^ft faii^fa^i^n:; 
the king !wa3 gwe to iiancw^r^i-^ tt« 
fmm^ minifters, an4 great paWfl^^tlfe 
l^pbiftty, attepiied him, and ^^X^-ym^ 
retired to their country * fc»ts v ft>r:ffc« ^^ 
entire ftop was put to all pyfejlf ;^div^ 
fions worth feeing. There wer^f]^ p)fyis# 
no operas, no mafqwrad^, v)/^ ^b^s, - 
public ftiews:^ except af t^l^ He?k;!<hJ^j 
m the Hay-market,. )^fhHnowi\; by! i. 4 

name of F^ ^g'scfc^ftd^lrihopi .bfc<:^i(^ 

he frequently exhibited there certain drpUs, 
or, more properly^ inve|£^ives , again^ jth© 
miniftry: in doing which it appears^jj^r 
tremely probable^ that h^ ha4 two vie^ 
the one to get mpiiey, which hg 
much wanted, < frQpi , ilich[ d$ dc|| 
in low humour, and could not 
true fatire froxi> fcmrility ; and {h^ 
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in the hope of having fome poft given 
him ^y-thofe whom he had abufed, in or- 
der to filence his dramatic talent. But it 
is not my^ bufeiefs to point out either the 
merit of thait g€lntleman*s performances, 
or the ihotives he had for writing them, 
as die town is perfedly acquainted both 
with his abilities and fuccefs ; and has 
filicerfeeti him, with aftonilhment, wriggle 
himfelf into favour, by pretS^nding to ca- 
jole thojfe h^ t had not the power to inti- 




r • ■ I 

.- rHMtthoug-h there \<^ere,.none of the diver- 
I]j|it|is I hay^ mentioned, nor Ranelagh ix 
i^t^:^f. thought of, nor Yauxhall, Mary- 
k-t)j6ni3^ ; nor Cuper's-gardcns, in the re- 
putf ^t^Msy fince* have been, the young gen- 
|:|b|)^ found fufficient to entertain him : 
c^ljQ*^ jW the. to wn was, lady Mellafm was 
v^t Without; company, who made frequent 
pjjirtl^' of pleafure, and when nothing elfe 
;p^ to be found for recreation, cards filled 
4|j^)^void.^ 




material enough to be inferted 

ip.;^s hiftory happened to* mifs Betfy, 

the time her brother ftayed, till 

^ing, as the family were fitting to- 

fome difcourfe concerning Oxtbrd 

in the tapis, mr. Francis fpoke fo 

in the praife of the wholefomenefs 

E 3 of 
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of the air, the imany.firijef w^Iks adid gar- 
dens with which the place abounded, and 
the good company that ^re continually 
reforting to it, that mifs B^tfy cried out, 
(he longed to fee it, — ^ mifs flora iaid the 
fame. 






On thisi the young gentleman gftvc 
them an invitation td go down with him, 
when he went, laying, they never could 
go at a better time, as both the ^0izes and 
races, were to be in about a month. . Mi& 
Betfy faid, fuch a jaunt would vafUy de* 
light her. Mifs Flora ecchoed her appro- 
bation, and added, Ihe w*lhed my kdy. 
would confent. " I have no objeftion itt 
*' make to it,*' replied lady MelUfin, ^^z^ 
** you will have acondudVor, whoj^^l fes^P^Js 
•• will be very careful of you." Mr, Good- 
man's confent was aUb afked, ior the lake of 
form, though every one kne^ i;he-€5)inion 
oF his wife was, of itfelf, a fuffipient faiWh 
tion. 

Though it is highly probabje, t|iat mif$ 
Bttfy was miach better pleafed with this 
journey, than ll:^e wpiuld have been with 
that to L — e, yet ftie tlioirght her- 

lelf obliged, both in gratitude and good 
inanners, to write to lady Trufty, an^ 
nuke the beft Qxcufe Ihe could i(x }m^/ 
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breach of promife, which /he did in thcfc 
teitils. 

To lady Trusty. 

MoP dear and bontmred madam^ 

|lj| Y brother Frank being extremely 
defirous of Ihewing mifl Flora and 
** myfelf the curiofities of Oxford, has ob- 
^ tained leave trom mr, Goodnman, and 
'** lady Mellafin, for us to accompany him 
^^ to that place. I am afraid the feafon 
«« will be too far advaiKed, lor us to take 
^ a journey to L ■ " ^ ■ c at our return ^ 
'♦* tficpcfbrc flatter myfelf your ladylhip 
^ will pardon the indifpenfablc neceffity I 
^ amtmdcrof deferring, till next fpring^ 
••the happinefs I propofed in waiting on 
«* ^6u. All here prefent my worthy guar- 
<^ diati, and your lady&ip, with their beft 
** rcfpefts, I beg mine may be eaually 
^ atceptable, and that you will always 
«* contmue to favour with your good 
** wifeer, her, who is, . ^ 

^* With the moft perfed: efteeni, ^ 

" Madam, 

^ Your lady fliip's moft oWiged, 

« And moft obedient fervor, 

" E, Thovghtlisss,'' 

E 4 ThQ 
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The time for the young gentleman's 
departure being arrived, they went toge- 
ther in the ftage, attended Isy a footman 
of mr. Goodman's, whom lady Mellafin 
would needs fend with them, in order to 
give the young ladies an air of dignity. 

They found, on their arrival at that 
juftly celebrated feat of learning, that mr. 
Francis had given no greater eulogiums 
on it, than it merited : they were charm- 
ed ?»yith the fine library, the mufaeum, the 
magnificenGe of the halls belonging to the 
feveral colleges, the phyfic-garden, and 
other curious walks ; but that which above 
all the reft gave the moft fatisfaftion to 
mifs Betfy, as well as to her companion, 1 
was that rdpeftful gallantry with >«ihich \ 
they found themfelves . treated, by the 
gentlemen pf the univerfity. Mr. Francis 
was extremely beloved amongft them, on 
account of his affability, politenels, and 
good humour, and they fe^med ^lad of an 
opportunity of fliewing the regard they 
had for the brother, by paying all manner 
of afliduities to the fifter ^ he gave the la- 
dies an elegant entertainment at his own 
rooms, to which alfo fome of thofe with 
whom he was the moft intimate were in- 
vited. All thefe thought themfelves bda|^ 
to return the fame compliment : the t\ 
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pany of every one prefent were defired to 
t^r refpeftive apartments ; and as each 
of thefc gentlemen had, befides, other par- 
ticular friends of their own, whom they %j^ 
wiflied to oblige, the number of the guefts 
were ftill increafed at every feaft* 

By this means^ mifs Betfy and mift 
Flora feon acquired a very large acquain- 
tance, and as through the care of mr. 
Francis they were lodged in one of the 
beft and moft reputable hpufes in town, 
their families known, and themfelves were 
young ladies who knew how to behave as ' 
well as drefs, and receive company in the 
moft elegant and polite manner, every one 
was^iproudof a pretence for vifiting them. 

The rcfpeft paid to them would doubt- 
lefs have every day increafed, during the 
whole tiihf tl^y fhould' have thought pro- 
per ^o coDitimie m Oxford, and on quitting 
it have lejft behind them the higheft idea 
of their merit, if, by one inconfideraoe 
afldqn, tljey had not at once forfeited the 
efteerti they had gained, and rendered 
themfelves the fubjc£ts of ridicule, even 
^ thoie who before had regarded them 
wjjiih veneration. 

» 

were walking out one day, about 
or two before the time in which ^ 

E 5 they ^% 
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thej^ ufually dined, into the parks,- wlii^m 
they were met by a gentleman-eOmmoner, 
and a young Undent, both ot whom they 
had been in company with at moft of 
the entertainments beforementioned. Thd 
. fparks begged leave to attend them, which 
being readily granted, they walked all to- 
gether for fome time •, but the weather be- 
ing very warm, the gentleman-commoner 
took an occafion to remind the ladies how 
much their beauty would be in danger of 
fufFering from the immoderate rays of 
phcebus, and pjropofe-d going to fome gar- 
dens, full of the moft beautiful alcoves 
and arbouris, fo Ihaded over, that the fwn, 
even in his meridian force, could, at th^ 
moft, but glimmer through the delightfiil 
gloom : he painted the pleafures of the 
place, to which he was defirous of leading 
them, with fo romantic an energy, that 
lEhey immediately, and .without tne leaft 
fcrupleor hefitation, confented )to be con- 
duced thither. 

This was a condefcenfioh, which he, 
who a(ked it, fcarce iexpcfted would be 
granted, and, on finding it fp eafiiy oh* 
tained, began to form fome conjeftures tt> 
way to the advantage of thefe ladies rc|«|'» 
tation. It is certain, indeed, that aC 
profefled a friendfhip for the brotheii^ 
ought nor^ in ftri£t honour, to hare 
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pofed any thing to the fifter, which would 
be unbecoming her to agree to ; but he 
was young, gay to an excefs, and in whit 
he. faid, or did, not always took ccxifide- 
ration for his guide, 

Th^y went on laughing till they camfe 
to the place he mentioned, where the gen*- 
tlemen having fhewed their fair compa- 
nions into the gardens, in which were, 
indeed, feveral recedes, no lefs dark than 
had been de&ribed : on entering one of 
them mifs Betfy cried, ^* Bkfs me ! this 
** is fit for nothing but for people to do 
*' what they arealhamed of in the light,** 
** llie fitter then, madam," replied the 
gentleqian -commoner, " to encourage %, 
'* lover, who, perhaps, has fufiered more 
<* through his own timidity, than the 
•* cruelty of the object he adores." VLt 
aciotnpanied thefe words with a feizure of 
both her hands, and two or three kifles 
on her lips. The young ftudent was no 
kfe free with mifs Flora; but neither of 
;thefe ladies gave themfclves the trouble 
to refleA what confequences might pofll- 
bly attend a prel\ide of this nature, and 
* Ifed the liberties they took in fuch a 
itty ^s made the offenders imagine 
^'had not finned beyond apardoh* 

E ^ They 
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, They would not, . however, be pre- 
vailed on to ftay, or even to fit down in 
that darkfome recefe, but went back into 
a houfe, where they were fhewn into a 
very pleafant room, which commanded 
the whole profvcd: of the garden, and was 
Xufficiehtly fliaded from the fun by jeffa- 
min and hofiejffuckles, which grew againft 
the windows : here wine, cakes, jellies, 
and fuch like : tilings i .being brought, the 
conA^erfatipn M^as extremely lively, and ftiU 
of gallantry, without the leaft mixture of 
indecency. }' 

The gentlemen exerted all their wit andL 
eloquence, to pcrfwade the ladies not to 
go hoiE^e in the heat of the day ; but take 
pp with fuch entertainment as the place 
they were in was able to preierit them 
with. Neither of them made any ^ 
jeftion, except that having faid they moiild 
dine at feome^ the family would wait in 
expeftation of their coming ; but this dif- 
jSculty was eafily got over : the footman, 
who had attended mils Betfy and mift 
Flora, in their morning's walk, was in 
the houfe, and might be fent to acquaint 
. the people, that they were not to expcd 
them As they were neither dilpleafed w^^ 
th^ company, nor place they were iep 
they needed not abundance of perfwafii 
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and the fervant was immediately dilpatch- 
ed. The gentlemen went out of the room^ 
to give orders for having fome tiling pre- 
pared, but ftaid not two minutes ; and^, 
on their return^ omitted nothing that 
.might keep up the good humour and 
fprightlinefs of their fair companions. 

Perfons of fo gay and vc4atik a difpofi- 
tion, as thefe four, could not content 
themfelves with fitting ftill, and barely 
talking, — every limb muft be in motion, 
— every faculty employed. The gentle^ 
man-comnioner took mifs Betfy*s hand, 
and led her fome fteps of a minuette, then 
fell intp arigadoon, then into the louvre, 
and fo ran through all the fchool-dances, 
without regularly beginning or ending any 
one of them, or of the tunes he ♦ fong : 
the young ftudent was not left alert with 
mifs Flora > fo that between finging, 
dancii^ and laughing, they all grew "ex- 
tremely warm* Mifs Betfy ran to a win* 
dow to take breath, and get a little air ; 
hq: partner followed, and taking up her 
fan, which lay on a table, employed it 
with a great deal of dexterity, to affift the 
wind, • that came in at the cafement for 
her rrfrefhment, " Heaven !** cried he, 
^\ liow divinely lovely do you now appeari 
*!|^e goddefs of the fpririg, nor Venus's 

^ If* was ever painted half fo beautiful. 
: . • .4 What 
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*« What eyes ! -— what a mouth ! — and 
" what a (hape !" continued he, furvey- 
ing her, as it were, from head to foot« 
** how exquifiteiy turned ! — how taper !—• 
** how flender ! — I don't believe you 
** meafure half a yard round the waift.^ 
In fpeaking thefe words, he put hishand* 
kerchief about her waift, after which he 
tied it rdutfd his head^ repeating thefe line^ 
of mr. Waller's : 

« That which her (knd^ wjufl: confin'd 
** Shall now my joyful temples bind 5 
** No monarch but would giv€ his 

" crown, 
«^ His arms tnight do what this has 

" done.^' 

«*0 fie upon it," faid mi6 Betfy, 
laughing, and fnatching it from his head, 
** this poetry is ftale, I Ihould rather have 
** expo&ed from ah Oxonian, fome fine 
** thing of his own e^ttempore, on this oc- 
** cafion^ •which, perhaps^ I might have 
** been vain enough to have got printed 
*' in the monthly magazines." 

*^ Alj! madam," rejdicd he, lookk^ 
on her with dying languifhments, " whei^ 
^* the heart is deeply affefted, the bfalii 
*« feldom produces any thing but in '^^ 
«« gruous ideas. Had Sacarina been 
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''^ trefe of the charms you are, or had 
« Waller loved like me, he had been left 
^ csipabk* <#>wrking in the manner he 
•* did/^ 

Tlie ftudent perceiving his friend was 
entering into a particular converfation 
with ttitfsBetff , found mfeans to draw mifi 
Fleta^iit of the room, aind left them to- 
gethei", though this young lady afterwards 
prdtefted, fhe called to mifs Betfy to follow 5 
out if fhe did, k Was in fiich a low voice, 
that the other did not hear her, and con- 
tintl^ W pte^fantry, rallying, the^ntle- 
ma^-^bmiii6ner, on every diing he faid^ 
6M^M finding the opportunity he had of 
be&i^ revenged, foon turned his humble 
adorarion into an air nltore free and natu>- 
ral ttf hitti. Aslhe was opening her^mouth 
t6 tiitfer fbme farcafm or other, be catch- 
€^ 'her in ht* arrhs, and b^an to kife her 
#kh fe'much warmth and eagemefs that 
fiSfpH^ed h^r ; (he ftruggled to get loofe^ 
XTO dflled mife Flora, not knowbg fhe 
iki gone, to come to her afliftance. The 
efforts ihe made at firft to oblige him to 
^*^,, Were not, however, quite fo flrenu-r 
^M the^ ought to have been, on jTuch 
iccafion ; but finding he was about to 
Hgd to greater liberties than any man 
t had ever taken with her, fhe col- 
*^ 41 • her ftrength, and broke from 

hinv. 
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him, wheiv looking round the room^ and 
feeing n6-body there, ** Blefs me," cried 
fhe,. " what is the meaning (rf all this ? — »- 
where are our friends ?" ** They are 
gone," faid he, " to pay the debt, 
which love, and*ybuth, and beauty chal- 
" lenge -, let us not be remife, nor wafte 
the precious mpments in idte fcruplds. 
Come, my angel!" purfed he, ^endea- 
vouring to get her once more into Iiis 
arms, " make mc the happieft of mankind, 
*' and be as divinely good as youareiaiiiv* 

^* I do not underftand you, fir>\^ repli- 
ed fhe, ** but neither defire, nor axriU ftay 
** to hear an expiration." She fpoke this 
with fomewhat of an haughty air, and was 
making towards the door j but he was far 
from ^being intimidated, and, inftpad of 
iufFering her to pals, he feized Jier- a^ittle 
^ughiy with one hand, and with the other- 
made fa/J: the door ; " Confie, coms?, my 
" dear creature," cried he, " no more re- 
fiftance, .you fee you are in my poweri: 
and the very name of beiag> fo, is fuf- 
ficent to abfolve you to yourfelf, for any 
a6t of kindnefs you may bcftow upon 
me J be generous then, and be affured^ic 
** fhall be an inviolable fecret." ■*■- 

She was about to fay fomething, but *^ 
flopped her mouth with kiifes, and fo] 
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her to fit down in a chair, . whf i?e holding 
her faft, her ruin had certainly been com- 
pleated, U a .ioud knopking at the door had 
not prevented him. from profecuting his 
defign. 



] 1 



This was tbe brother of mifs Betfy, wl 
having been at her lodgings, on his coming 
from^-thenCe rftet the footman, who had 
been fcnt to acquaint the family the ladifes 
woM^d not dine at home:, he afked where 
his lifter was, and the fellow having told 
him, came direftly to the place. A waiter 
of tbe hov^fe (hewed him to the room ; on 
fin^r^^t locked, he was ftrangely amazed, 
and both' knocked and called, to have it 
openedi with a good deal of vehemence. . 

. The gentleman-commoner knowing his 
voice, was (hocked* to the laft degree; but 
quitt^ that inftant his intended prey, and 
let him enter. . Mr. Francis, qn coming in, 
knew not what ta think ; he f^w the gentle- 
man in great diforder, and his filler in 
much more. *' What is the meaning of 
*' tsJtiis," faid he: " Sifter, how came you 
'^ here?** ** A(k me noqueftions at prc- 
** fenr,"^ replied (he, fcarce able to fpeak, 
-fo ftrangely had her late fright feized on 
her jipirits, " but (ee me fafe from this 
^curled houfe, and that worft of men." 
3|Jer Ipcaking in this planner, made mr. 
i Francis 






I 
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Francis i^i^end the whole^ and petii 

most than the troth. " H«wi fir 1" 

he, darting a furious look on the gen 

'«»n-commoncr> ** what is it I hear j 

vc you dared to — ?** " What< 

ivave dared to,'* interrupted the ot 

am capable of defending.** ** ' 

/ell,** rejoined the btdther ot mifsBc 

*' perbips, I may piic you to the ti 

*• but this is not a time or place.** 

then took hold of his fifter*s lumd, 

kd her down ftairs ; as they wens g 

«ut, miis Bedy ftopping a little to a< 

Jher dreft, which was ftrangely d^nle 

ihe beduni^t herfelf of tm& Flc^ ^ 

though Ihe was vsery angry with, ihe 

not choofe to leave behind at the m 

of fuch rakes, as ihe had reafon to t 

tbofe were, whom (he had been in i 

pany mth. Juft as (he was deflring 

brother to fend a waiter in fearch of 

young lady, they faw her coming o 

the garden, led by the young ftu 

who, as foon as he beheld mr. Fn 

cried, ^* ha ! Frank, how came yOu \ 

*^ you look out of humour.*' " H 

*' came here, it matters not,** replie 

fuUenly •, ** and as to my being o 

, ♦' humour, periiaps you may' know 1 

*« than I yet do, what, caufe I ha^ 

*' being fo,*' 



tie waked &r no aniwerto tkefe words, 
but conduced his fifter out of the houfe 
as haftily as lie cou}d : ini& Flora fol* 
lowed, after having taken leave of hef 
companion in "v^at manner fhe thought 

propeir* * 

> 

• \ 

On their coming home, mifs Betly re- 
kted to.bear brodier, as far as her mc/- 
4s&:f would permit, all the particulars of 
tlu3 ndyenture, and ended with feying^ 
that furefiC/ was heaven alone that ^ gave 
bo: iftreisgdi to prevent the perpetrteioif 
of the ViUasn's intendosis. Mn Frauds, atl 
the time fhe was fpeaking, bit his lips, and 
jhjcwied gre^ tokem c^ an extraordinary 
(iifturbaecein bis mind; but offered not 
dM^ ^10: 0tti^i]ptioo. Whenbepe^ved 
fcfeI«iikme,r*Vwcll,fifter," faidhe,>*^ 
y\ ftiali hear what he has to fay, . and wHl 
^reodn^our to oblige him to alk your 
^ >n ^r* smd foon after took \m leave». 




fi 



. MSs Bet%; did aon very welt compre* 
Irnid^ bis m»ningo in thelEb words, «nd 
ipKs^ oiade^d, ft ill in too much confufion 
fo nipifider on any thii^ v tmt what the 
o^hilf^Ui^ices were of this tranfadion the 
•^^^^iwiU prefently be informed of. 

tfi CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Contains fuch things as might be reajorh 
ably expedled^ after the precedin^ad* 
venture. 

\17 H E N> in any thing irregular, ^nd 
liable to cenfure, mowi^rfons ^haif 
one are concerfied, horn . natuml it • is M 
cach{ toacxufa the jori«r^ a«d itx^ften \s^. 
pens, in } thijs cafe, : that < t die greateft p w 
of the blame falls eb the leafi: culpabte. - 



«'•' 



After tnn Francis had left Ae k^es,ifl 
order to be more fully convinced^ in ^if 
matter, and < < take fu^ Jmealbres^ ^^ he* 
tpiiooight would beft l)ecoin& hi[|& &ar ihip^ 
j€par«tion of the affront Offered to the ho- 
nour of ius> family, niifs iJBlora b^an to 
reproach ml6 Betfy,. for having related 
any thing of what had paflfed to her bro- 
ther : '^ By your own account,'* faid&e, 
** no harm was xlone. tao you ; but fome 
^ people love Co iiiake a biiftle al^utgso- 
.« thing/* " And fome people,** replied 
mifs Betfy, tartly^ *' lov^ iwthing butrfa^ 
** grarificatians oif their own pafliOns,!^d: 
** having no fenfe of virtue or modefty 
*• !tltemfelve^ can have no regard to th^. 



5* of aiiotiier/* >* What do you mean, 
**; v5[iii§^|^^ild. t^ other, w^tki|i,pef i; ,^^ 
^^ ^ly rneani^Ti^ is pretty plain," rejoined 
miis Iktfy i. ,^^/Wtnnce you a^edt fo much 
" igporiue, I mull lell you, that the ex^ 
.^* pe^ations of*. a fecond edition of the 
^* lame work mr. Gayland had helped 
"you to^ cpmpofe, though frpm^^another 
*'*. quarter, tempted you t<^ fn^ak out of 

*f/qxe roQpa^ and .leaye, your fricod i^ ^^-^ 
:f*,tger of falHog ^. ^rifice to^^&at, hpr 
y! t^^ ^^^ deteli^ apcjt jjipocnsT^Thefe 
iRQt^'sjftung mif$ jFlpirft tOithe quick ^J^r 
il^e :^a3 in an i)iiftapt4;fiyj^^^ afcart 

fct .l|[uj^,f and ewty.^^ betray;^ the 

CQpjfoli^n^^^ her min^ i cut i;ec6venng 
|ifj*J^;£ra>m. it, inuch fpongf -^thw mo3 
ep^3 pf i^r age could hayaaoiie: " GqocJ 
^ii}^:,*\m^^ " I faocyypiji are fetr 
WiS^ijffiJox a ppide ; but p^ay, hogs' 
**"€aine mr.' Gayland into, yo^ir Jii»d f -rr 
" What, becaufe J told you he innocently 

^« *»r,^^Me ypju fp ee^onpus as to infer 

'ng <;rimioai pafled between us ?*' 

cr jI infer/* rcpKed mifs 3etfy, 

y, " I have bdoter^ vouchers /or 

ith of„ thaii y0r re|J(^,:r i^^^ 

i^^ the. panoS3, of the 

^ot of ipy lady^if drffTmg-rooiti 




j4 up, pr .ypwr iKxt rendezvoi^s 



C4 
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** with that gentleman, may poflibiy have 
*' witnefles of more ill-nature than my- 
** felf." « That can fcarcely be,*' faid 
mifs Flora, ready to burft j«^ith vexatibnj 
** but don't think I value your little ma- 
" lice •, you are only angry becaufe he 
** flighted the advances you madfe him^ 
•* and took 'aH opportunies to (hew ho¥f 
much his heart and judgment gavf 
the pteferente tb. rite. .Xh^ie ^r^ 
fo piqticd the Canity cjf mifs Betfy, 1^ 
hot able to beaf IhiiiHbulti continue ih the 
imia^nition bPTjdfcc l^ liked &s^ 
herfelf, though evfen' by the mah fhe hate^ 

told hei* the ToHiCiitatioHs h^T^ad^ma(fe w 
hef, the fetterihe had retMVeJrf ffi^^^ 
an4 the rebhff Ihe had giveii''1iim;'uppA 
it'i *^ fo that?*' jpurfued me, « it wks not 
" till after he fotind there was no 
^ of gaining me, t&at he (parried hk i 
^ voirs to you?^ ; "^' 







Mifs Flora 'wis A^te' Weffi^tf at tim 
cclairdfertient, than fhe was at tlje jdifco; 
very (he now perceived the othei^.lia^ 
made of her intrigue r Ihe' ^preteij ' ' 
Jiowever, not tb believe a wttfa ot 
'fhe had faiS^ "feuti >;^iUingto e;iradc a' 
ther^ difcourfe Sn'; tWt^' feacf, afetjirii 
the advfentut'^ tjfey /Had jiiflf gdhe ^'^ 
with the Oxohiknsl \;" Never 
f4id flie, ^^ to piailil it itpon any 




ommon lenfe, that if yoy had not a 
rHftd to have been alone with that ter- 
ible man» as you now defcribe him, 
rou would have ftaid in the room after 
\ was gone, and called to you to fol- 



ow; 



t was^ ih TMn that mifs Betly denied 
either hiard her fpeak, or knew any 
ig of hc*f departure, till fome time 
5r ft»: wla^ g€>ne, and the gentleman-^ 
ftnibfllllr began to u(e her with fuch fa- 
iKftiti^das ^convinced her he was fen- 
te Ho w'itnMflfcs Iwerfe prefent. This, 
)u^ no more tliaft ti^th, was of no 
ijGra^ehce to her juftication, tp one deter- 
hed' to believe the worft,- or, at leaft, 
m to 4o To : mifs Flora treated with 
ntempt ^ fh§ faid on this fcore, de- 
i^.^^ftft|#catic^^ and to mortify her 
i 0kfs^m& to her, in a taunting man- 
feft i^ ' *wome, com^' itiife ^Bfetly , 'tis 
a |c)fi^ tOrt chink t6"inrtlpofe upon the 
wbf M by futh fltalloW artifices : -^ what 
y^r Inclinations are is evident enough; 
tEtny imt^ fee, that if it had not been 
.fijifjf?i^Qi^ inter- 

^1cB|^nC M^^ would ever have 

^^^^sjtm^'jai Wd 5(tf thofe inftdts you n(iw 
||l^|^t$j% tomplain o£'^ 
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Poor mifs Betfy could not refrain let- 
ting fall fome tears at lb unjuft and cruel 
an innuendo •, but the greatnefs of her fpi- 
rit enabled her in a few moments to over- 
come the fhock it had given her : ftie re- 
turned reproaches with reproaches, and as 
|he had infinitely more of truth aad reafon 
on her fide, had alfo much the better in 
this combat of tongues, neverthelefs the 
other would not give put ; flie upln^aided, 
and exaggerated, with the moft malicious 
comments on it, every little indifcretion 
mifs Betfy had been guilty -of, repeated 
ev,ery cenfure which flie had Jieard the 
ill-napred part oif the world pails upon 
her conduift, and added n>any more, the 
invention of her own ifxi^t brain. 




pel 




Some Jadies they had 
tance with in town comi 

t an ei>d to the debate ^ %it 
eing able prielf ntly to forger 
cefleaions caft: on her by the other, both 
Remained extremely fuUen tke whole ni^t, 
and their mutual ill humoMr mi^t poiB- 
bly have lafted miicli loiig^ but for lair 
accident ipore material, .iRi|uch took^i^ 
t^eir attention, as it flight Jiave prod^ceil 
mucTi worfe confequences th^ any qywrtJ 
between themfelves could be attended Yriflf- 
It happened in this manner : 



> r' 
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The brother of mifs Betfy was of a 
fiery difpofition, and though thofe who 
were entrufted with tlie c^ce of his. educa- 
tion, were not wanting in their pains to 
correct this propenfity, which they thought 
woyld tie the more unbecoming in him, 
as hetvwis ifttended for the pulpit, yet did 
nojt their endeavours fpr that purpofe meet 
with all thejticccfs they \yiihed. Nature 
may het\ nK^deratcd, tut never can be 
wholly changed, the feeds* of wrath ftill 
rie^aified j* h^» fouJ, nor could the rudi- 
ments that had beea .given him be fuffici- 
eat to hindet them Irom fpringing into 
a<S^o% when; urged, by any provocation. 
The trcatiiaentl^dfijfler.' had/ received from 
the ggi^man-cimmoner, feemed to him 
Hii lliiMttliTftlly ^ . thet^ he thought he 

fthoiit jgroit ^ fubmiffions on 
traofgiBOoj% : be ' ^prevailed 

Tjbe firftilep he tookiwasito found the 

Sing ftudent^ as to ^hat he knew re- 
iig^ta«^e j^li^Lwho frcelj^ to^ him, 
jsi|;fni&rBetiG|^ harieH* had done, wli^e they * 
tig>fcfey|lB Jadfes$^ aiad die manner in which 
fl^entiintathe houfe; proteftjng, that 
ij^ipieif,. nor according «5 the beft 
belfef, the gentleman-qpnMnoner> 

J? ' hwd 
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had at that time any defigns in view, but 
meer complaifance and gallantry. 

** How then came you to feparate your- 
** felves ?*' cried mr, Francis, with feme 
earneftnels. *' That alfo was accidental," 
rcphed the other : '* your lifter's compa- 
*' nion telling me, fhe liked the garden 
*' better than the room we were in, I 
«' thought I could do no leife than attend 
** her thither. I confefs I did not con- 
*' fult whether- thofe we left behind had 
•* any inclination to follow us or not." 

The air with which he Ijpoke of this 
part of the adventure, had fomethingin 
it, which did not give mr. Francis the 
moft favourable idea of mifs Flora's con- 
duft i but that not much concerning him, 
and finding nothing wherewith fi« could 
juftly reproach the Kudent, he fbon after 
quitted him, and went to the gentleman- 
commoner, having been told he might find 
him in his rooms. 

Had any one been witnefs of the man- 
ner in which thefe two accofted cadi 
other, they would not have been at H'lfis 
to guefs what would enfue : the 
of mifs Betfy came with a mind 
fcntment, and determined to re[ 
^rpxit had been pffered to hita^ 
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merlon of a filler, who was very dear to 
lim, by calling the other to a fevere ac- 
:ount for what he had done. The gen- 
tleman-commoner was defcended of a nobfe 
family, had an eftate to fupport the dig- 
nity of his birth, and was too much puf- 
fed up and infolent on the fmiles of forr 
tune : he was confcious the affront he had 
given demanded fatisfaiStion, and neither 
doubted of the errand on which mr. Fran- 
cis was come, nor wondered at it ; but 
could not bring himfelf to acknowledge 
he had done amifs, nor think of mailing 
any jexcufe for his behaviour. Guilt in a 
proud heart is generally accompanied 
with a fullen obftinacy ^ for, as the poet 
fays, 

^ Forgivenefs to the injur'd does be- 

*' long ; 
*« But they ne*er pardon who have done 

^* the wrong." 

He, therefore, received the interroga- 
tories car. Francis was beginning to make, 
tiridi an'^ir rather indignant than comply- 
^^^ VHch the other not being able to 
^" 'fuch hot words arofe between 
• could not but occafion a chal- 
^ ith was given ^by mr. Francis. 

ointment td meet was the ne>;t 
'^^at ^ o'cifek^, and the place^ 
F z. "i^w 
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that very field in which the gentleman- 
commoner, and Ills friend had fo unlucki- 
ly happened to meet the ladies in their 
morning's walk. 

Neither of tliem wanted courage, nor 
communicated their rehdezvous to any 
one perfon, in hope of being difappointed 
v/ithout danger of their honour ; but each 
being equally animated with the ambition 
of humbling the arrogance of the other, 
both were lecret as to the bufincfs, and 
no lefs punftual as to the time. 

The agreement between them was fword 
and piftol, v/hich both having provided 
•themfelves with, they no fobner came with- 
in a proper diftance, than they difcharged at 
each other, the firfl: courfe of this fatal enter^ 
tainment j that of the gentlenian-commoner 
was fo well aimed, that one of the bullet$ 
lodged in the fhoulder, and the other grazing 
on the flelhy part of the arm of his antago- 
nift, put him into a ^eat deal of pain \ bqt 
thefe wounds rather increafed than dimi- 
nilhed the fury he was poffeffed of, he in- 
ftantly drew his fword, and ran at the 
other with fo well-direfted a force, ^ 
his weapon entered three inches deep ^^ 
the right fide of the gentleman-comi 
both of them received feveral other 
yet ftill both continued the fi^' 



I . ^. * > 
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equal vehemence, nor would either of 
them, in all probability, have receded, till 
one or other of them had lain dead upon 
the place, if fome countrymen, who by 
accident were pafling that way, had not 
with their clubs beat down the fwords of 
both, and carried the owners of them by 
meer force into the village they were go- 
ing to, where they were no Iboner entered, 
than feveral people who knew them, fee- 
ing them pals by in this manner, covered 
all over with their own blood, and guard- 
ed by a pack of ruftics, ran out to en- 
quire Mrhat had happened, which being 
informed of, they took them out of the 
hands of thefe men, and provided ptoper 
apartments for them. 

By this time they were both extremely 
faint through the anguilh df their wounds, 
and the great efFufion ofj blood that had 
ifliied from them. Surgeons were imme- 
diately lent for, who on examining their 
hurts, pronounced none of them to be 
mortal, yelNitch as would require fome 
time for cure, 

Mr. Francis fuffered extreme torture in 

j^avlng the bullet extrafted from his fhoul- 

yet notwithftanding that, and thtj 

"condition he was in, he made a fer- 

fupport him in his bed, while he 

' ' Y 3 fcrawled 
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firawled out thefe few lines to his fitter ; 
which, as foon as finiftied, were carried 
to her by the fame perfon. 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

" My dear Jiftery 

T HAVE endangered my life, and am 
now confined to my bed, by the 
wounds I have received, in endeavour- 
ing to revenge your quarrel : do nqt 
think I tell you this by way of re- 
proach ; for, I afllire you, would the 
tircumftance of the affair have permit- 
ted it to have been concealed, you ne- 
ver ,lhould have known it. 

" I fliould be glad to fee you, but 

*' think it not proper that you fhould 

** come to me, *till I hear what is faid 

" concerning this matter. I fliall fend 

" to you every day ; and that, you will 

''^ be perfedly eafy, is the earneft requeft 

" of, 

« Dear Betfy,/* 
** Your moft affeftionate brother, 

> 

" And humble fervanty ; 

«' F. THOt7CHTLE$%f 
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The young ladies were that mornmg at 
breakfall in the parlour, with the gentle- 
woman of the houfe, when the maid came 
running in, and told her miftrefs, flie had 
heard, in a Ihop where (he had been, of 
a fad accident that had juft happened : 
" Two gentlemen," cried (he, " of the 
" univs^rfity have been fighting, and al- 
" moft killed one another ; and they fay/* 
continued flie, *' it was about a youiiji 
" lady, that one of tlicm attempted to 
« ravilh." 

Mifs Betfy and mifs Flora, at tliis in- 
telligence, looked at each other w^rh a 
good deal of confufion, already beginning 
to fulpeft who the perfons were, anauov/ 
deeply themfelves, . one of them efpecially, 
was interefted in this imsfortune. The gen- 
tlewoman aflced her fervant, if fhe knew 
the names of -thofe who fought : " No, 
" madam,** anfwered fhe, ^' I could not 
" learn that, as yet ; but the people ii> 
" the ftreelllfre all talking of it, and I 
" do not doubt but I fhallhear the whole 
'' ftory the next time I go out." 

The good gentlewoman, little imagin- 
MS ^^^ much her guefts were concerned 
" .^hat Ihe fpake, could not now forbear 
^ting the ungovernablenefs of youth ^ 

F 4 the 
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the heedlefs levities of tjie one fex, and 
the mad-brained pafllons of the other. 
The perfons to whom fhe direfted this 
difcourfe would not, at another time, have 
given much ear to it, or perhaps have re- 
plied to it with raillery •, but the occalion 
of it now put both of them in too ferious 
a temper to offer any interruption, and 
Ihe was ftill going on, inveighing againft 
the follies and vices of the age, when 
mifs Betfy received the above letter from 
her brother, which confirmed all thofe 
alarming conjectures the maid's report had 
raifed in her mind. 

The miflrefs of the houfe perceiving thi 
young man, who brought the letter, came 
upon bufiriefs to the ladies, had the good 
manners to leave the room, that thtf 
might talk with the greater freedoin, 
Mifs Betfy aflced a thoufand quefttonsi 
but he was able to inform her of no far- 
ther particulars^ than what the letter con- 
tained. 

The moment he wasr gone, fht ran up 
to her chamber, threw herfelf upon the 
bed, and, in a flood of tears, gave a Ipofe 
to the mod poignant vexation fhe had 
ever yet experienced. Mifs ' Flora (oh 
lowed, and feeing her in this conditio ' 
thought fhe could do no lefs, in, de 

m 
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than contribute every thing in her power 
for her confoktion. 

By the behaviour of this young lady, 
in other refpefts, however, the reader will 
eafiiy perceive it was more through poUcy 
than real good-nature, fhe treated her af- 
flifted companion with th^ tendernefs flie 
now did : * fhe knew, that it was not by 
m open Cjuarrel with mifs B^tfy flie could 
wreak any part of the fpite flie had' con- 
ceived againft her, and was therefore glad 
to lay hold of this opportunity of being 
reconciled, 

" I was afraid, my 4ear,*' faid fhe, 

** that ft would come to this, and that 

*' put me into fo great a pafTioo with you 

" yefterdiay, for telling mr. Francis any 

M thing of the matter : tTie men are fuch 

" creatures, that there is no trufting them 

*' with any thing j but come," continued, 

fhe, kifTmg her cheek, " don^ grieve ai^^l 

*' torment yourfelf in this manner, you 

^' find there is no dai^iger of death 'on 

" either fide, and as for the reft it will 

« aU blow off in time/* Mifs Betfy faid 

little to this, the fudden paffion of her 

'' * mu ft have its vent •, but when that 

3ver, fhe began to liflen to the voice 

i^fort, and, by degrees^ to refume 

tural vivacity, not foref^eing that 

F 5 ' ^ this 
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this unhappy adventure would lay her 
under mortifications, which to a perfon 
of her fpirit were very difficult to be 
borne. 



\ 



CHAP. X. 

Gives the cataftrophe of the Oxford 
ramble y and in what manner the young 
ladies returned to London. 

T F the wounds mr. Francis had received 
had been all the misfortune attending 
mifs Betfy in this adventure, it is pro- 
bable, that a& fhe every day heard he was 
in a fair way of recovering, the firft guft 
of paffion would have been all fhe had 
fuftained ; but fhe foon found other con- 
fcquences arifing from it, which were no 
|efs afflifting, and more galliiig to her 

Sie quarrel between th^ two young 
_ emeri, and the occafion of it, was 
prefently blazed over the whole town ; 
it fprcad like wild-fire, every dne madt 
their ieveral comments upon it, and i^ 
there were who endeavoured to find ^t 
excufes for the fhare mifs Betfy and.|||B 
^Flora had in it. 



\ 
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The ladies erf Oxford are commonly 
more than ordinarily circumfpeft in their 
behaviour, as indeed it behoves them to 
be, in a place where there are fuch a 
number of young gentlemen, many of 
whom purfUe pleafure more than ftudy, 
and fcruple nothing for the gratification 
of their defires. It is not^ therefore, to 
be wondered at, that being from their in* 
fancy trained up in the moft ftrift referve, 
and accuflomed to be upon their guard, 
againft even the moft diftant approaches 
of the -other fex, they fhould be apt to 
pafs the fevereft cenlures on a condudl, 
which theyliad been always taught to look 
upon as the fure deftruftion of reputation, 
and frequently fatal to innocence, and 
virtue. 

This being pretty generally the charac- 
teriftic of thofe ladies, who were of any 
diftinftion, in Oxford, mifs Betfy and, 
mifs Flora immediately found, that while 
they continued there, they muft either be 
content to fit at home alone, or converfe 
■only with fqch as were as difagreeable tp 
tjiem, as they had now rendered therri- 
^felves to thofe of a more unblemiihed 

lime. 
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They had received feveraJ vifits, all of 
which they had not yet had time or lei- 
fure to return •, but now going to pay the 
debt, which complaifance demanded from 
them, they were denied accefs at every 
place they went to : all the perfons were 
either abroad or indifpofed ; .but the man- 
ner in which thefe anfwers were given, 
eafily convinced mifs Betfy and mifs Flora, 
that they were no more than meer pre^ 
tences to avoid feeing them. In the pub- 
lic walks, and in pafling through the 
ftreets, they faw themfelves fhynned even 
to a degree pf rudenefs : thofc of their ac^ 
quaintance, who were obliged to meet 
them, looked another way, and went ha- 
ftiiy on with9ut vouchfafing a falute. 

This was the treatment their late un- 
happy adventure drew on them, from thofe 
of their own fex, nor did thofe of the 
other feem to behave to them with greatet 
tendernefs or relpeft, efpecially the younger 
ftudents, who all having got the ftory, 
thought they had a fine opportunity of ex- 
ercifing their poetic talent; fatires and 
lampoons flew about like hail : many of 
thefe anonymous compofitions were dr- 
refted to mifs Betfy, and thrown over thte 
rails into the area of the houfe where fl^ , 
lodged ; others were lung under her wiafyj 
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dows by perfons in difgiiife, and copies of 
them handed about through the whold 
town, to the great propagation of lean- 
dal, and the fheering facility. 

Never, certainly, did pride and vanity 
meet with a more fevere humiliation, 
than what thefe witicifmS inflifted on thofe, 
who by their inconfiderate behaviour had 
laid themfelves open to them. Neither 
the aflurance of mifs Flora, nor the great 
Ipirit of mifs Betfy, could enable them 
to ftand the fhock of thofe continual af- 
fronts, which every day prefented them 
with. They dreaded to expofe themfelves 
to frefh infults, if they ftirred out^of the 
doors, and at home they were - perfecuted 
with the unwearied remonftrances of their 
grave landlady, fo that their conditio^ 
was truly pitiable. 

Both of them were equally impatient tQ 
get out of a place where they found thei;- 
company was held in fo little eftimation j 
byt mife Betfy thought her brother would 
not ta^ke it well^ ihould fhe go to Lpn- 
Bon, ' and leave him in the condition hp 
then was. Mifs Flora's importunities, howr 
eyer, joined to the new occafions (he every 
^y had for increafmg her difcontent qrj 
' yingj got the better of her apprehe^r 
• fions. 
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Cons, and fhe wrote to her brother in the 
following terms : 

To mr. Francis Thoughtless. 

" Dear brother ^ 

«' TpHOUGH I am not to my great 
" affliftion permitted to fee you, or 

" offer that affiftance might be expefted 
*' from a fifter in your prefent fituation ; 
*' yet I cannot, without the extremeft re- 
*' gret, refolve to quit Oxford, before 
*' you are perfedJiJy recovered of thofe 
*' hurts you have received on my account. 
«' However, as by your judging it Im- 
*' proper for me to come to you, I can- 
«' not fuppofe you are wholly unacquaint- 
" ed witJi the levere ufage lately given 
" me, and muft look on every affront of- 
*' fered- to me as an indignity to you, I 
" am apt to flatter myfelf you wiU not 
** be offended, ^that I wilh to rempve from 
*' a place, where innocence is no defence 
** againft fcandal, and the ftiew of virtue 
•* more confidered than the reality, 

*' Neverthelefs, I fhall determine no* 
*' thing, till I hear your fentimcnts, 
*<* which, if I find conformable to mine, 
** fhall fet out for London with all pof- 
*' fible expedition. I would very fain/^ 
*' you before I go, and, if you conl 




Mifs Betsy Thoughtless, i i i 

«* will come to you fo muffled up, as not ta 
" be known, by any who may happen to 
" meet me. I Ihall exped: your anfwer 
*' with the utmoft impatience, being, 

" My dear brother, 
•* By friendfhip, as well as blood, 
^* Moft afitftionately yours, 

" £• Thoughtless.** 

« 

When tUs letter was difpatched, mifs 
Flora made ufe of all the arguments flie 
was miftrefs of, in order to perfwade mifs 
Betfy to go for London, even in cafe hei; 
brother fhould not be altogethet* fo' willing 
for it, as fhe wiftied he would. Mifs 
Betfy, though no lefs eager than herfelf tq 
be out of a place fhe now fo much deteft- 
ed, would not be prevailed upon to pro- 
mife any thing on this fcdi:e ; but pcrfHled 
in her refolution of being wholly diretSted 
how to proceed, by the anfwer fhe fhould 
receive from mr. Francis. 

Mifs Flora was fo fretted at this per- 
verfenefs, as fhe called it, that fhe told 
her, in a very great pet, that fhe might 
ftay if fhe pleafed* and t)e the laughing- 
jhidc of the town ; .but, fdr her own part^ 
Itod more fpirit, and would be gone 

the 
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the next day. Mifs Betfy cooly replied,* 
that if flie thought proper to do fo, ftie 
was doubtlefs at hberty •, but beheved mr. 
Goodman, and even lady Mellafm her- 
felf, would look on fuch a behaviour, as 
neither confiftent with generofity, or com- 
mon aood manners. 



It is indeed fcarce probable, that the 
other had the kaft intention to do as fhe 
had faid, though Ihe ftill ^continued to 
threaten it, in the moft pofitive and pe- 
remptory terms ; tad this, if we confider 
flie temper of both thefe young ladies, 
we may reafonatMy fuppofe,< might have oc- 
cafioned a fecbnd quarrel between them, 
if the fervant, whom mr. Francis always 
fent to his lifter, had not that inftant 
come in, and put an end to the dilpute, 
by delivering a letter to mifs Betfy, which 
Ihe haftily 0|iening, found it contained 
thefe lines : • 

To mifs Thoughtless. 

*' My d$ur fifiir^ 

•* 1 T is with an inexpreflUjle'fatisfaiftion 
^ that 1 find your own inclinations 
•* have anticipated the rfeqi^ft I was 
Jf about to make you. I dbv^ure 
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**.the moment I received your letter, I 
" was going to writ^, in order to per- 
" fwade you to do the very thing you 
" feem to defire. Oxford is indeed a very 
" cenforious place ; I have always ob-. 
" ferved it to be fo, and have fre-, 
" quently told the ladies, between j eft and 
« earneft, that I thought it was a town 
" of the moft fcandal, and leaft fin, of 
" any in the world, I am pretty confi- 
'* dent fome of thofe, who pretend to give 
^\ themfelves airs concerning you and 
** mils Flora, are* as perfeftly convinced 
<* of your innocence as I myfelf am 5 yet 
** after all that has happened, I would 
»« not have you think of ftaying 5 and the 
*« fooner you depart the better : you need 
" be under no apprehenfions on account 
« of my wounds j thofe I received from 
« the (word of my antagonift are in :a 
" manner healed, and that with the piftol 
** (hot, in my fhoulder, is in as fine a 
" way as can be expedted, in fo fhort a 
*' time. Thofe I had the fortune to give 
<' him, are in yet a better condition ; fo 
*« that I believe, if it was not for the over 
«' caution of our furgeon, we might both 
*S quit our rooms to-morrow. I hear that 
**; .our grave fuperiors have had fome conr 
^« *fultations on our duel, and that there 
llj'a talk of our being both expelled j 
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but, for my part, I fliall certainly fave 
them the trouble, and quit the univer- 
fity of my own accord, as foon as my 
recovery is compleated : my genius is 
by no means adapted to the ftudy of 
divinity ; I think the care of my own 



(( 
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" foul more than fufficient for vm^ with- 
** out taking upon me the chffif-fee of a 
'' whole parifh : you may, therefore, ex- 
" peft to fee me fliortly at London, as it 
" is highly neceflary I fhould confult mr. 
*' Goodman concerning my future fettle- 
" ment in the world. I fliould be dt^ 
*' tremely glad of a vifit from you beforcL 
" you leave Oxford, more elpecially as I 
have fomething of moment to fay • to 
you, which I do not choofe to com- 
municate by letter ; but cannot think 
it at all proper, for particular reafons, 
that you fhould come to me, fome or 
other of the gentlemen being perpetu- 
ally dropping into my chamber ; and 
it is impollible for yoxi to difguife your- 
** felf fo as not to be diftinguiflied by 
young fellows, whofe curiofity would be 
the more excited, by your endeavours to 
conceal yourfelf. As this might revive 
" the difcourfe of an affair, which I could 
*' wifh might be buried in an etemai ob- 
'* livioit, mufl defire you will defer tlje 
fatisfaftioft you propofe to give me, j 
we meet at London, to which I 
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** you, and your fair companion, a fafc 
^^ and pleafant journey, I am, 

" With the greateft tendernefs, 
" My dear fitter, 
** Your afFeftionate brother, 

" F. Thoughtless." 

The receipt of this letter gave an infi- 
nity of contentment to mifs Betfy ; flie 
hid m?ide the offer of going to take her. 
leave of him, chiefly with the yiew of 
keeping him from fufpeifting fhe wanted 
natural affeftion, and was no lels pleafed. 
with his refbfing the requefl: fhe made, 
him on that account, than fhe was with his 
fb readily agreeing to her returning tOr 
London.. Mifs Flora was equally delight-s, 
ed ; they fent their footman that inftant 
to take places in the flage-coach, and early 
the next morning fet out from a place, 
which, on their entering into it, they did 
not imagine they fhould quit, either fo 
foon, or with fc little regret. 

■ t 
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CHAP. XI. 

Layi,c(jJoundation for many events to 
be produced by time^ and waited for 
with patience. 

Tyi I S S Betfy, and mifs t'lora, on their 
coming home, were in fome perplexity 
how to relate' the ftory of their Oxford 
adventure to lady Mellafih^d nir. Good- 
roan -, and it is very likely they would 
have thought proper to have kept it a fe- 
cret, if the unlucky duel between nir. 
Francis, and the gentleman-conHnoner, 
^hieh they were fenfibfc would be a known 
tfhing, had not rendered the conceaknent 
of the whole utterly impradticable. 

As there was no remedy, mifs Flora took 
upon her to lay open the matter to her 
mamma -, which Ihe did with fo much ar- 
tifice, that if that lady had been as auftere, 
as Ihe was really the revfjgTe, flie could 
not have found much to condemn, either 
in the conduct of her daughter, or 
Betfy : as to mr. Goodman, he leftj| 
whole management of the young 
in thefe particulars, entirely to hi^ 
fo faid little to them on their fliare 
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adventure; but was extremely concern- 
ed for the part mr. Francis had in 
it, as he fuppofed it was chiefly owing to 
that unlucky incident, that he had taken 
a refolution to leave the college ; and he 
very well knew, that a certain nobleman, 
who was a diflant relation of his family, 
and godfather to' mr, Francis, had al- 
ways promifed to beftow a large benefice, 
in his gift, upon him, as foon as he Ihould 
have compleated his flnadies. 

•This honeft guardian thought he fhould 
be wanting in the duty of the truft re- 
pofed in him, to fuffer his charge to throw 
away that fine profpeft in his view, if by 
any means he could prevent him from tak- 
ing fo rafli and inconfiderate a ftep : and 
^ to his being expelled, he doubted not, 
but, between him and ^ir Ralph, intereft 
might be made to the heads of the unt- 
rerfity, to get the afiair of the duel paflcd 
over. The greateft difficulty he had to 
apprehend, in compaffing this point, was 
froixi the young gentkman hiinfelf, who 
^^ had obferv^ was of a temper fomewhat 
ate, and tenacious of his own opi- 
')lving, however^ to try all means 
w:, iie wrote immediately to him, re- 
ding to him, in the ftrongeft :and 
luetic term$ he v«ras mafter of, the 
outages the dcrgyv enjoyed,, the 

refpcft 
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refpeft they had from all degrees of people, 
and endeavoured to convince him, that 
there was no avocation whatever, by which 
a younger brother might fo eafily advance 
his fortune, and do honour to his family. 

He alfo fent a letter to fir Ralph Trufty, 
acquainting him with the whole ftory, and 
earneftly requefting, that he would write 
to mr. Francis, and' omit nothing that 
might engage him tq defift from doing a 
thing fo contrary to his intereft, and the 
intentions of his deceafed father, as what 
he nov/ had thoughts of dping was mani- 
feftly fo. Thefe efforts, by both the guar- 
dians, were often repeated ; but Without 
the leaft fuccefs: the young gentleman 
found arguments to oppofe againft theirs, 
which neither of them could deny to have 
weight, particularly th^t of his having no 
call to take upon him holy orders. During 
thefe debates, in which mifs Betfy gave her- 
feif no manner of concern, Ihe received a let- 
ter from her brother, containing thefe lines ; 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

* My dear ft^er^ . 

« Tf HOUGH I flatter myfelf all n^y 
« letters afford you fome fort .d| fi^ 

* tisfaftion, yet by what little judgt'*' ^ 

* I hav6 bcea able to form of the t 




Mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 119 

* per of your fex, have reafon to believe, 
' this I now fend will meet a double por- 
' tion of welcome from you. It brings 
' a confirmation of your beauty's power; 
' the intelligence of a new conqueft ; the 

* offer of a heart, which, if you will truft 

* a brother's recojnmendation, is well de- 

* ferving your acceptance : but, .that I 
' may not feem to fpeak in riddles, . you 
' may remember, that the firft time I 

* had the pleafure of entertaining you at 

* my rooms, a gentleman called Truewordi, 

* was with us, and that the next day, when 

* you dined with that perfon, who after- 

* wards treated you with fuch unbecoming 

* liberties, he made one of the company •, 

* fince then you could not fee him, as he 

* was obliged to go to his feat, which is- 

* about thirty miles off, on an extraordi- 
< nary occafion, and returned not till the 

* day after you left this town. He feem- 

* ed more than ordinarily affefted, on my 

* telling him what had happened, on your 

* account , and after paufing a little, *Hk)W 
*' unhappy was I,' faidhe, * to be abfent! 
*' had I been here, there would have been 

no need for the brother of mils Betfy 
•* to have expofed his life to the fword c^ 
;*f^ injurious antagonift, or' his charafter 
Id the cenfure of the univerfity. I 
hftve taken upon myfclf to have 
A the quarrel of that anriable 

t' lady. 
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lady, and either have feverely chaftifc 

the infolence of the aggr^or, or lo 

the beft part of my blood in the a 

tempt.* I was very much furprized 

thefe words, as well as at the emphal 

with which they were delivered; b 

recovering myfelf as foon as I coul 

Wq are extremely obliged to you, fii 

faid I ; * but I know not if fuch a mi 

taken generofity, might not have be 

fatal to the reputation of us both. "Wh 

would the world have faid of me 

have been tamely, paflive, and fufl 

another to revenge the aflfront offer 

to my fifter ? What would they ha 

thought of her, on finding her hone 

vindicated by one who had no conce 

in it?' ' No concern!' cried he, wi 

the utmoft eagernefi ; ' yes, I have 

concern, more deep, more ftrong, th 

that of father, brother, or all the t 

of blood could give % and that you h 

before now have been convinced of, h 

I not been fo fuddenly and fo unfor 

*♦ iiately called hence.' 



' Perceiving I looked very much a 
« founded, as well I might, * Ah ! Fran 
* cried he, ' I love yoUr charming fift 
** my fiicnds hav€, . for thefe fxx men 
**^ paft^ been teixing me. to think of m 

riage^ and feveral propofals have ^ 
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*' made to me on that Icore ; but never, 
** *till I faw the- amiable mifs Betfy, did 
** I behpld the face for whom I would 
** exchange my liberty : in fine, 'tis fhe, 
** and only, flie, can make me bleft -, and 
I returned to Oxford full of the hopes 
of an opportunity to lay rny heart, my 
** perfon, and my fortune at her feet/ 

* It would require a volume inftead of 
a letter, to repeat half the tender and 
paflionate expreflions he uttered in ypur 
favour. What I have already faid is 
enough to give you a fpecimen of the 
reft, 1 fliall only add, that being im- 
patient to begin the attack he is deter- 
mined to make upon your heart, he is 
prep^ng to follow you to London with 
all pofliWe expedition. I once had 
^oughts of accompanying him, but 
Jiarve fince thought it proper to have fir 
Kalph Trufty's advice in fomething I 
have a mind to do, and for that pur- 

pofe fiiali take a journey into L .e, 

as foon as I receive rejnittances from mr. 
Goodman, to pay off fome trifling debts 
I have contrafted here, and defray my 
travelling expences 5 fo that, if things 
happen as I wifli they may, . my friend's 
^^ijS^n will have made a confiderable 
rijigrefs before I fee you. 

G * In. 
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* Indeed, my dear filler, if you h? 
not already feen a man whofe per 
you like better, you can never have 
offer that promifcs more felicity : 
left the college foon after I came ii 
it, beloved and refpefted by all t 
knew him, for his difcreet behavio 
humanity, and affability : he went aft 
wards on his travels, and brought ho 
with him all the accomplilhments of 
feveral countries he had been in, wi 
out being the leaft tainted with the vi 
or fopperies of any of them : he ha 
much larger eftate than your forti 
could expeft, unincumbered with del 
mortgages, or poor relations : his fai 
ly is ancient, and, by the mother's fi 
honourable ; but, above all, he has fei 
honour, and good nature, — rare qualit 
which, in my opinion, cannot fail 
making him an excellent hufband, wh 
ever he comes to be fuch. 

' But I fhall leave him to plead his c 
caufe, and you to follow your incli 
tions. I am, ^ 

* With the moft unfeigned good wifh( 

' My dear fitter, 
* Your atteftionate brother, - 
' And humble fervant 

* F. THouoHTi^ 
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* P.S. Mr. Trueworth knows nothing of 

* my writing to you in his behalf, f^ 

* you are at liberty to receive him as 

* you fliall think proper.' 

Mifs Betfy required no lefs a ' cordial 
than this, to revive her fpirits, pretty 
much deprefled fince her ill ufage at Ox- 
ford. 

She had not time, however, to indulge 
the pleafure of reflefting on this new tri- 
umph, on her firft receiving the news of 
it. Lady Mellafin had fet that evening apart 
to make a gtand vifit to a perfon of her 
acquaintance, who was juft married ; the 
young ladies were to accompany her, and 
mifs Betfy was in the midft of the hurry 
of dreffing, when the poft brought the 
letter, fo (he only looked it carelefsly over, 
and locked it in her cabinet till fhe fhould 
have more leifure for the examination. — . 
^ were ail ready^ the coach with the 
haHi^ock-Cloth and harne^les was at 
dc^t*, and only waited while mrs, 
^s was drawing on her lady's gloves, 
» i^'^'ipcncd to be a little too ftrait. 

'ucky inftant one of the fodt- 

.^nning into the parlour, and 

Mellafin, that there was a very 

G 2 ill- 
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ill-looking woman at the door, who en- 
quired for her ladyfliip, faid fhe muft 
needs Ipeak with her, and that fhe had a 
letter to deUver, which fhe would give 
into nobody *s hand but her own. Lady 
Melkfin feemed a little angry at the in- 
Iblence and folly of the creature, as fhe 
then termed it ; but ordered fhe fhouldbc 
fhewed into the back parlour : ^ they were 
not above five minutes together, before 
the w0man went away, and lady Mellafin 
returned to the room where mils Betfy and 
mifs Flora were waiting for her, A con- 
fufion not to be defcribed fat on ^very 
feature in her face, fhe looked pale, fhe 
trembled, and having told the young la- 
dies fomething had happened, which pre- 
vented her going where fhe intended, flew 
up into her dreffing-room, followed by 
mrs. Prinks, who appeared very much 
alarmed at feeing her ladyfhip. in this 
diforder, 

Mifs Betfy and mifs Flora were #0 
furprifed, and doubtlefs had their own 
conjeftures upon this fudden turn. *Tis 
not likely, however, that either of theip, 
efpeciaUy mifs Betfy, could hit iipci^tbe 
right ; but whatever their thoughts were,i 
they (jonununicated them not to ^^(H^|^t|4ly 
and feemed g^. intent on qonfi^^*^' 
what manacl:' they fhould difpofe 
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felves that evening, it not being prop^ 
they fliould make the vifit above men^ 
tioned without her ladylhip. As they were 
difcourfing on this head, mrs. Prinks can>e 
down, and having ordered the coach to 
put up, and fent a footman to call a hack, 
ran up ftairs again, in a great hurry, to 
her lady. . 

In lefs time than could almoft be ima- 
gined they both came down ; lady Mella- 
fin had pulled off her rich apparel, and 
mobbed herfelf up in a cloak and hoed, 
that little of her face, and nothing of her 
air, could be diilinguilhed : the two yourg 
ladies ftared, and were confounded at this 
metamorphofis. " Is your ladyfhip go- 
** ing out in that drefs," cried mifs Flora ; 
but naifs Betfy faid nothing, " Aye, 
*> chiki^'* relied the lady, fomewhat faul- 
teiing in her Ipeech, ** a poor relation, who 
/' they fay is dying, has fent to beg to fee 
** me.** She faid no more, the hackney- 
coach was come, her ladyfhip and mrst 
Fdnks ftepped haftily into it ; the latter, 
in doing k>, telling the coachman, in fo 
;a Voice, as no-body but himfelf could 
^ ~ what place he was to drive. 
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♦iJiey were gone, mifs^ Flora pro- 

*^-iag in the parfc|;!|,jbiut mifs Betfy 

nen to be ia i^lliiinour to go, 

G 3 ^'' either 



(( 

Ci 



J26 X&^ HISTORY of 

\ithcv there or my "^h^t^ elfe, at that 
time, on which the other told , her, flre 
had got the Ipleen -, but faid fhe, " I am 
" relolved nOt to be infeded with it, fo 
" you muft not take it ill if I le.avp you 
" alone for a few hgurs ; for I Ibould 
tl^nk it a fin againtt coinnion-fenfc, 
to fit moping at home without flicwing 
" myfelf to any one foul in the world, 
" after having taken all this pains in 
" dreffing.'* Mifs Betfy affured her, as 
Ihe might do with a great deal of fince- 
rity, that fhe fliould not be at all dif- 
pleafed to be eMirely free from any com- 
pany whatfoever for the whole evening; 
and to prove the truth of what &c faid, 
gave orders that inftant to. be denied to 
whoever ftiould come to vifither, " Well,^ 
qried mifs FJora, laughing, " I IhaU 'givic 
'i your complirpents, howeyfei:, yrhcix I 
** am going," and - then mentioned die 
^* names brfomfe perfons (he had'juft dien 
taken into her head to vifit, " As you 
•* pleafc for that,** replied mifs Betfy, 
widi the fame gay air^ ; *• but don't tell 
•* them it is becaufe I am ^at^n up with 
M the. vapours, that I chbofe. to ftay at 
*' home. rather than carry my coropliatTi^»ts 
** in perfon ; for if ever I nnd out,'* cqo- 
tinucd flie, ** that you are fo mifc 
*' I fhall contrive fome way or 
** be rcvengid on j^ou^ 
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They talked to each other in this plea- 
(ant manner, *till a chair mifs Flora had 
fent for was brought into the hall, in 
which fhe feated herfelf for her intended 
ramble, and mifs Betfy went into her 
chamber, where how fhe was amufed will 
prefently be fhewn, . 



CHAP. xn. 

h Httk more than a coHUnuance of the 

former^ 

\^ I S S Betfy had no fooner difengaged 
herfelf from the incunibrance of a 
formal drefe, and put on one more light 
and eafy, al frefco, as the Spaniards phrafe 
it, than fhe began to give her brother's 
letter a more ferious and attentive perufal^ 
than fhe had the opportunity of doing be^ 
fore. 

She was charmed and elated with the 
defcription mr. Francis had told her, flip 
had infpired in the breafl; of his ■. friend; j 
5^: called to her mind the idea of thofe 
KmS' who were prefent at the entertain- 
hc mentioned, »id€i|fily recollefted 
vas moft likely to be the lover^ 

G 4 ^ though 
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though fhe remembered not the name : 
Ihe very well now remembered, there was 
one that feemed both times to regard her 
with glances, which had fomewhat pccu^ 
liar in them, and which then (he had in- 
terpreted as the certain indications of feel- 
ing fomething in his heart of the nature 
her brother had defcribed ; but not feeing 
him afterwards, nor hearing any mention 
made of him, at lead' that fhe took no- 
tice t)f, the imagination went out of her 
head. 

This account of him, however, brought 
to h^r memory every thing (he had ob- 
(erved concerning him, and was very well 
convinced (he had feen nothing, either in 
his perfon or deportment, that was not 
perredly agreeable; yet notwithftanding 
all this, and the high encomiums given w 
him by a brother, who (he knew would 
not deceive her, (he was a little vexed 
to find herfelf prefled by one fo dear, and 
fo nearly related to her, to think of him 
as a man (he ever mtended to marry : 
(hie thought (he could bie pleafed to have 
fuch a lover, hxxt could not bring her(clf 
to be content that he ever (hould tea, 
huflband. She had too much good ; 
not to know it fuited not with t\yip\ 
dition of a wife to indulge herfelf i 
gaieties (he at prefent did, which 
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Innocent, and, as (he thought, becoming 
enough in the prefent ftate fhe now was, 
might not be altogether pleafing to one, 
who, if he fo thought proper, had the 

E)wer of reftraining them. In fine, flie 
oked upon a fcrious behaviour as unfuit- 
able to one of her years, and therefore 
refolved not to enter into a condition, 
which demanded fome fhare of it, at leaft 
for a long time ; that is, when fhcfliould 
be grown weary of the admiration, flat- 
teries, and addrefles of the men, and no 
longer found any pleafure in feeing her- 
fcif preferred before all the women of her 
acquaintance. 

Though it is certain, that few young 
handfome ladies are without Ibme Ihare 
-of the vanity here defcribed, yet it is to 
be hoped, there are not many who are pof- 
fefled of it in that immoderate degree 
mils 3ctiy was. . It is, however, for the 
fake of thofe who are fo, that thefe pages 
are wrote, to the end they may ufe their 
litmoft endeavours to coireft that error, 
as they will find it fo fatal to the happi- 
nds of one, who had fcarce any other. 
*-»-- ^^able propenfity in her whole com- 



•ng lady was full of meditations 

'•onquefl:, and. the manner in 
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which fhe fhould receive the viftim, who 
was fo fliortly to proftrate himfelf at the 
fhrine of her beauty, when (he heard fbmc 
body run ,haftily up ftairs, and go into 
lady JMeilafih's dreffing-room, which be- 
ing, as has been already takeH notice of, 
on a very remarkable oceafion, fhe ftepped 
out of the chamber to fee who was diere, 
and found mrs. Prinks very bufy at a ca- 
binet, where her lady's Jewels were al- 
ways kept : *^ So, mrs. Prinks," faid flie, 
*' is my lady come home ?'* " No, mife," 
replied the other, ** her ladyftiip is cer- 
*♦ tainly the moft compafiionate beft wo- 
** man in the world ; her coufin is very 
^^ bad indeed, and (he has fent me for a 
'* bottle of reviving drops, which I am 
*' going back to carry." With theft 
words ftie fhuffled fomething into her poc- 
ket, and having locked the cabinet again, 
went out of the room, faying, *« Yoijr 
** fervant, mifs Betfy, I cannot ftay, for 
« life's at ftake." 

This put mifs Betfy in the greateft con- 
fterriation imaginable ; fhe knew lady Mel- 
lafin could have no drops in that Cabinet, 
unlefs they were contained in a phial of 
no larger circumference than a thimble, 
the drawers of it being very ihallow, and 
made only to hold^ rings, croc^ts, ne^ 
lac:s, and fuch other flat trinkets : ; 

thouf 
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thought there was fomething very odd, 
and extraordinary in the whole affair. A 
ftrange woman coming in fo abrupt a man- 
ner, — her refiifing to give the letter to any 
one but lady Mellafin herfelf, — her lady- 
fliip's confufion at the receipt of it, — her 
difguifing herfelf, and going out with 
Prinks in that violqiit hurry, — the latter 
being fent home, — her taking fomething 
out of the cafket, and her going back 
again j all thefe incidents,, I fay, when put 
together, denoted fomething of a myftery '* 
not eafily penetrated into. . 

- Mifs Betfy, however, was not of a dif- 
pofition to think too much, or too deeply, 
on thofe things, which the moft nearly 
concerned herfelf, much lefs on fuch as 
related entirely to ' other people ; and mifs 
Flora coming home foon after, and relat- 
ing what converfation had palled ia the 
vifits flie had been making, and the dreffes 
the feveral ladies had on, and fuch other 
trifling matters, diverted the other from 
thofe ferious refleftions, which might 
otherwife, perhaps, have lafted fomewh^t 
Ipnger. 

/When mifs Flqra was undrefTed, they 
yentdown together into the parlour, where 
l^y found mr. Goodman extremely un- 
e:-d^'i ^^t lady Mellafin was not come 

G 6 home : 
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home : he had been told in what manner 
flie went out, and it now being grown 
dark, he was frighted leaft any ill acci- 
dent fhould befall her, as fhe had no man- 
fervant, nor any one with her but her wo- 
;nan, whom, he faid, he could not look 
on as a fufficient guard for a lady of quality, 
againft thofe infults, which night, and the 
libertinifin of the age, frequently produced. 

This tender hufband alked the young 
ladies a thoufand queftions, concerning 
the pojQTibility of guefling to whom, and 
to what part of the town, fhe was gone, 
in order that he might go himfelf, or fend 
a fervant, to conduft her fafely home •, but 
neither of them were able to inform him 
any thing farther, than what has been al- 
ready related ; that fhe had been fent for 
to a fick relation, who, as it appeared to 
them, had been very preffing to engage her 
ladyfhip to that charitjible office. 

Mr. Goodman then began to endeavour 
to recolledt the names aixd places of abode, 
of all thofe he had ever heard her fay were 
of her kindred, for flic had never fufFered 
any of them to come to the- houfe, under 
pretence that fome of them had not be- 
haved well, and that others being falleii 
to decay, and poor, might expeft favoUri 
from her, and that fhe would fuffenoiii' 

bod 
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body belonging to her to be burthenfomc 
to him. 

He was, notwithftanding, about to fend 
his men in fearch of his beloved lady, 
though he knew not where to direft them to 
go, when fhe and mrs. Prinks came home ! 
he received her with all the tranfports a 
man of his years could be capable of, 
but gently chid her for the little care fhe 
had taken of herfelf , and looking on her, 
as mrs. Prinks was pulling off her hood, 
" Blefs me, my dear^'* faid he, " what 
" was your fancy for going out in fuch 
" a drels?" " My coufin," replied fhe, 
" is in very wretched circumflances, lives 
** in a little mean lodging, and, befides, 
** owes money ;. if I had gon^ any things 
"^ like myfelf, the people of the houfe: 
** might have expefted great things from 
** me. I am very compaffionate, indeed, 
" to every one under misfortunes, but 
" will never fquander mr. Goodman's 
" money for their relief." 



'* I know thou art all goodnefs,'* faid 
the old gentleman, kifling her with the 
utmoft tendernefs; " but fomething,'* 
coiitinued he,, ^^methinks, might be fpar- 
** ed.'* ** Leave it to me, mr. Goodman," 
imftwtrcd (he, " I know befl, — they have 
^itet deferved it from me:" She then 

told 
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told' la long ftory, how kind flie had beea 
to this coufin, and fome others of her kin- 
dred in her firft hulband*s time, and gave 
fome inftances of the ill ufe they had made 
of her bounties. All fhe faid had fo much 
the appearance of truth, that even mifs 
Betfy, who was far from having an high 
opinion of her fincerity, believed it, and 
thought no farther of what had paffed ; 
Ihe had indeed, in a fhort time, fufficient 
bufmefs of hfer own to take up all her mind. 

Mr. Goodman, - the very next day, 
brought home a very agreeable young 
gentleman to dine with him, who, though 
he paid an extraordinary refpe<5l to lady 
MeUafin, and treated her daughter wrtb> 
the utmoit complaifaijce, yet in the cx«n*. 
pliments he made to mifs Betfy, ther^ wi& 
fomething which feemed to tell her ihe> 
had infpired him with a paflion more ten"' 
der than bare refpeft, and more fincere 
than common complaifance. 

She had very penetrating eyes this way, 
and never made a conqueft without know- 
ing fhe did fo ; ihe was not, therefore, 
Wanting in all thofe little artifices fhe had 
but too much made her ftudy, in order 
to fix the imprefTion fhe had given* diis 
ftranger a& indeliable as pofiible : this J^ 
had a very good opportunity for, d^iigf 
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he ftayed the whole afternoon, drank tea 
with the ladies, and left them not, 'till a 
crowd of company coming in, he thought 
good manners obliged him to retire. 

Mifs Betfy was filled with the moft im- 
patient curiofity to know the name and 
chara6ler of this perfon, whom fhe had al- 
ready fet down in her mind as a new adorer : 
flie alked mifs Flora when they were go-, 
ing to bed, as if it were a matter of in- 
difierencc to her, and meerly for the fake 
of chat, who that gentleman was who had 
dined with jthem, and made fo long a ri- 
fit ; but that young lady had never feen 
him before, and was as ignorant of erery 
thing concerning him, as herfelf. 

> 

. Miis Betfy, however, loft no part of 
her repofe that night, on this account, as 
fhe doubted not but fhe fhould very fooa* 
be informed by himfelf of all fhe wiftied 
to know : fhe was but juft out of bed the 
next morning, when a maid-fervant came 
into the chamber, and delivered a letter 
to her, which fhe told her was brought by 
a porter, who waited for an anfwer. 

Mifs Betfy's heart fluttered at the men- 
^m of a letter, flattering herfelf it came 
ffopi the perfon, who at prefent engnofTed 
1^ thoughts s but on taking it from the 

m^d. 
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maid, found a woman's hand on the fu- 
perfcription, and one perfeftly known to 
her, though that inftant Ihe could not re- 
fleft to whom it belonged : (he was a good 
deal furprifed, when on breaking the feal 
Ihe found it came from mifs Forward, 
with whom, as well as the reft of the 
boarding-fchool ladies, fhe had ceafed all 
cbrrefpondence for many months. The 
contents were thefe : 

To mifs Bbtsy TnouGHTtESS. 

** Dear mifs Betfy, 

*' TT HOUGH fince I had the pleafure 
** of feeing or hearing from you, fo 

•' many accidents, and odd turns of for* 
*• tune, have happened to me, as might 
*' very well engrofs my whole attention ; 
yet I cannot be fo far forgetful of our 
former friendfhip, as to be in the fame 
^^ town with you, without letting you 
^* know, arid defiring to fee you. Were 
*• there a poffibili^y of my waiting on you, 
^* I certainly fhould have made you the 
^. firft vifit ; but alas ! at prefent there is 
not. — Ohi mils Betfy, I have.ftrange 
things to tell you ; — things fit only to 
" be trufted to a peribn whofe generofity 
" and good-nature I have experienced*' 
** If therefore you are ib good to com^l' 
** muft intreat you will bring no cofii*] 






<4 




JWSf/i Betsy Tho&ghtless. 137 

•* hion with you, and dfo that you will 
*« allow me that favour the firft leifuro 
" hour ; becaufe I am in fome hopes of 
*' returning toL ■ e in a fhort time. 
" Pleafe to enquire for the houfe of one 
" mrs. Nightfliadc, in Chick-lane, near 
" Smithfield, where you will find her, 
" who, in fpite of time, abfence, and a 
*« thoufand perplexing circumftances, is > 

" With the moft tender regard, 

" My dear mifs Betfy, 

*^ Your very fincere, 

^*. Though unfortunate, friend, > 

" A. Forward^ 

« V. S. Be fo good to let me know, by a 
*« line, whether I may flatter myfeff 
«« with the hopes of feeing you, and 
*< at what time.'* 



Though mifs Betfy, through the hurry 
of her own affairs, had neglefted writing 
to this young lady for a confiderable-time ;" 
yet fhe was extremely pleafed at hearing 
from her : fhe dould not imagine, how- 
ever, what ftrange turns of fortune they 
^"^tfStt' flie mentioned in her letter, and 
^is^fedi Ihe fuppofed had brought her to 
m L-on- 
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London. Equally impatient to fatisfy her 
curiofity in this point, as to fee a perfon 
with whom (he had contrafted her firft 
friendlhip, fhe took pen and p^per and 
immediately wrote this anfwer : 

To mifs Forward. 

, ** Dear mifi Fohsrard, 

** T^ H E fatisfa6tion of hearing you were 
** {i^ near me would be compleat, 
" wfere it not allayed by the hints you 
** give, t^at fome accidents, not altogc- 
*' ther pleafing,. bad occafiwedi \ti I long 
•* t;o hear what has happened to you, 
** fince laft we faw each otheri"* and will 
** not fail to wait on you this afternoon. 
**' I know nothing of the part of the town 
" you, are in, Ixit fuppofe ^ hackney^ 
•' coach will be able to find its way» I 
** will detain your meflenger no longer, 
** than to tell you Jthat I am, 

* 

<« With the moft perfe6t amity, 

<* Dear mifs Forward, 
** Your very aj9Fe£tionate friend, 
» ** And humble fervant, 

m ** E. THOXJOHTLESti^ 
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Mifs Flora had not been prcfent when 
the maid delivered the letter to mifs Betfy; 
but coming into the chamber juft as Ihe 
had finifhed, and was fealing up the an- 
fwer to it: " So," faid fhe, " have I 
catched you ? Pray what new lover 
have you been writing to this morn- 
ing ?" It was in vain that njife Betfy 
told her, fhe never yet had feen the man 
fhe thought worthy of a letter from her, 
on the fcore of love : the other perfifltd in 
her ^flfeveraticMis.; and mif$ Betfy to filencc 
her raikry was obliged to ftcw her fome 
part of the kttcr ftie had itccived from * 
mifs Forward. 

, It beuig near breakfaft-time they went 
4own; together into, the parlour, and a* 
they were drinking their Coffee, *' Wclf,' 
*' pretty lady,'* faid mr. Goodman to mifs 
Betfy, with ta fmile, SVhow did you like 
" the gentleman that dined here yefter-: 
" day." This queftion fo much furprifed 
her, that Ihe could not help blufhing. 
« Like^him, Sir," replied fhe, *M did 
*' not take any notice of him. — r-I re- 
member a ftranger was here, and ftaid; 
a good while, and that is ajl ; for I 
** neither obferved any thing he faid, or 
^^^^j or thought on him.fmee." " The 
^^-^teable^kConfufipQ,-* cried xnr. Good*. 

man. 
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man, gaily, " you are in at my mention- 
** ing him, makes me believe you remarked 
'* him more than you are willing to ac- 
** knowlege, and I arm very glad of it. — 
" You do him but juftice I affure you, 
*' for he is very much in love with you. 

- " Lord, fir,'* faid mifs Betfy, blufhing 
ftiU more, "I cannot imagine what makes 
you talk fo ^ I don't mppofc the man 
thinks of me any more than I do of him. 
^ That may be,'* rejoined he, laughing 
outright. Lady Mellafin then took up 
the word, and told her hufband, he was 
very merry that morning* ** Aye,'* faid 
he, ** the hurry of fpirits I have put poof 
mifs Betfy in, has made me fo ; mt I 
can ajQTare you the thing is very ferious ; 
^ but," continued he, ** you fliall know 
^ the whole of it.** 

He then proceeded to inform them, 
that the perfon, he had been Ipeaking of, 
was the ion of one who had formerly been 
ia merchant ; but who having acauired a 
large fortune by his induftry, haa for fe- 
veral years paft left off bufmefs, and Mv^'^ 
moftly in the country j that the you" 
gentleman had fcen mifs Betfy at $t. ^** 
rehearfal, when they were all thf-^ * 
the mufic ; that the next day ^ 
had conie to him at a coffee-'hou 
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it was known he frequented, and after 
afking many queftions concerning mils 
Betfy, and .hearing iDhe was not engaged, 
declared he' was very much charmed with 
her, and entreated his permiffion,; as,l»- 
ing her guardian, to make: his addreflfes 
to her. Mr. Goodman remembered the 
affront he, had received from alderman 
Saving on alikq occafion, and was deter- 
mined not to lay himfelf open to the fame 
from mr. Staple, (for fo ne was called,) 
and plaiflly told the young iqver, that he 
would encourage nothing of that fort, 
without the approbation of his father; 
that after this he had a meeting with the old* 
gentleman, who being fully fatisfied by him 
of mifs Betly*s family, fortune, and ch^- 
radter, had;io objeftions to make againft 
his fon's inclinations. " Having this 
** lanAion,*' continued mr. Goodman, 
and believing it may be a very proper 
match for both of ypu, I brought 
hirn .home with me to dinner yefter- 
♦V.da|^J^aii4 ihould be glad to kanow hoiw 
*^ f^ fHH: thi^^k you can approve of the 
ore I give Jiim my confept to 
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1 have already told yibu^ fir/* replied 

^tfy, «f that I took but little notice 

e gentleman ; — or, if I had, 

never have alked myfelf the 

f^ queftion. 
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*' queftiorij whether I could like him or 
'* not ; for as to marriage, I do aflure 
*' you, fir, it is a thing that has never 
*' yet entered into my head.'* *' Nay, as 
*' to that,** returned he, *' it is time 
*' enough, indeed. - — A good hufband, 

however, can never come unfeafonably. 

— I jfhali tell him, he may vifit you, 
** atid leave you - to anfwer the addrefles 
** according to the diftates of your heart." 

Mifs Betiy neither oppofed, nor gave 
confent to what her guardian faid, onu this 
fcore ; but her not refufing feemed to him 
a fufficient grant : fo there paffed nothing 
more, except fome little pleafantries ufual 
on fuch fubjefts. 



GHAP. XHL 

Omtaim fome part of the hijiory of mifs 
Formoard's^ adventures^ from the time 
rf her leaving the ioarding-feboil, 
as related by herfelf to mifs Betfy. 

]tf ISS Betfy had now Ker head, though 
•*-^* not her heart, full of the twp ffw 
conquefts ftie had made : mr. True: ^ 
was ftronjgly recommended by her b 
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— mr. Staple by her guardian ; yet all the 

idea ihe had of either of them, ferved only 

to excite in her the pleaiing imagination 

how, when they both came to addrcfs her, 

ihe (hould play the one ^ainft the other, 

and give herfelf a conftant round of di- 

verfion, by their alternate contentment or 

diiquiet. As the barometer, faid fhe to 

herfelf, is governed by the weather, fb is 

the man: in love governed by the wonian 

he admires : he is a meer machine, -r— afts 

nothing of himfelf, — has no will or powdr 

of his own, but is lifted up, or deprefled, 

juft zs the charmer of his heart is in the 

humour. I wifli, continued Ihe, I knew 

what day diefe poor creatures would come, 

— though 'tis no matter, — I have got it 

feems pofleflion of their hearts, and their 

eyes will find graces in me, let mc appear 

in what fhape foever, 

Thefe contemplations, however enchant- 
ing as they wefe to her vanity, did not 
render her forgetful of the promife fhe 'had 
made mifs Forward, and, as fix>n as dim* 
ner was over, ordered a hackney*coach to 
be called, and went to the place mifs For- 
ward's letter had direftcd. 

It is Icarce poffible for any one to be 
<tiiare furpriied than fhe was, pn entering 
-ll^Mifc of mr8« Nightfhade^ The father 

^•#?^ ■■ " - of 
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of mifs Forward was a gendeman of z 
large eftate, and of great confideration ill 
the county where he lived, and flie ex- 
pefted to have feen his daughter in lodg- 
ings fuitable to her birth and fortune : in- 
ftead of whichj fhe found herfelf conduc- 
ed .by an old ill-looked mean woman, who 
gave her tp underftand Ihe was. the miftreis 
of the, houfe, up two-pair-of-ftair$, fo nar- 
row that fhe wais obliged to hold her hoop 
quite under her arm, in order to gain the 
fteep, and almoft perpendicular afcent: — 
Ihe was then fliewed into a little dirty 
chamber, where on a wretched bed mi6 
Forward lay in a moft melanchoUy and de- 
jefted pofture. " Here is a lady wants 
^* you,'* faid the hag, who lilhered in 
mifs Betfy. Thefe words, and the open- 
ing the door, made mifs Forward ftart 
from the bed to receive her vifitor in t^** 
beft manner fhe could : fhe faluted, £ 
-embraced her with all the d^mpnftritio 
t)f joy and affeftion 5 but mifs B^tfy v 
So confounded at the appearance 0f eve 
thing about her, that fhe was almoft i 
-capable of returning her car^ffes. 

Mifs Forward eafily perceived the . o 
fiifion her friend was in, and having 

Hher to a chair, and feated herfeff ne^- ' 
" My dear mifs Betfy,'* faid fhe ' 

.^' not wonder you are alarmed 
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*' ing me in a condition fo different from 
*' w}iityou might have expefted: my let-. 
'' ter indeedgave you a hint of foiiie mis-v 
*' fortunes that had befallen me j but I 
*' forborp letting you know of what na-, 
*' ture they were, bccaufe' the fafts, with- 
*' out thie circumftances, which would have 

been too long to communicate by wTit? 

ing, might have made me appear mor^ 
*' criminal, than I flatter myfdf you will 

think I really am, when you fhall bq 

told die whole of my unhappy ftory,'' > 
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Mifs Betfy then aflured her, llie fhould 
take a friendly part in every thing that had 
happened tb her, and that nothing could 
oblige her more than tlie confidence ihe 
mentioned : on which the other taking her 
by the hand, and letting fall fome tears^ 
faid, " O niifs "Betfy ! mifs Betfy,— I have 
^' fuflfered much, and if you find a sreaf 
^' deal to blame me for, you will find,,yej: 
'* much more to pity." THeii after hav- 
ing paufed* a littl^, as tf. to recoiledl ,t he 
pafTages jflie ^yas abo\it tp reiate, began ii;i 
this qiann^r ; > , ^ 

f You muft remember,* faid fhe, ' that 

jjfrh^ti you left us to go for London^^Jlli 

ftriftly watched and confined, on 

jqnt of my innocent correfpondence 

V m^, ^pa^kifti i but that young gen- 

* "L ^ ■ H ^' ' ' tleman 
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* tleman being fent to the liniverfity foon 

* after, I had the fame libeity as ever, 

* and as much as any young lady in tHe 

* fchool. The tutorefs, who was with us 

* in your time, being in an iH ftate of 

* health, went away, and one mademoi- 

* felle Grenouille, a French- woman, was 

* put in her place : the governeis had 

* a high opinion of her, not only on the 

* fcore of the character Ihe had of her, 
« but alfo for the gravity of her behaviour. 
' But as demure, however, as flie affefted 

* to be before her, fhe could be as merry 

* and facetious as ourfelves, when out of 
^ her fight, as you will foon perceive by 

* what 1 have to tell you. 

* Whenever any ©f us took an evening's 
walk, this was the perfon to whofe care 
we were entrufted, the governefs grow- 
ing every day morie infirm, ahd indeed 
unable to* attend us. 

* It was towards theclofe of a very hot 
day, that myfelf, and two inore, went 
with mademoifelle Grenouille to take 
a little air in the lane, at; the backiide 
of the great road, that leads up to lord 

gH.,* * ^i» »s fine feat. We were about thfe 
middle of the lane when we heard ,#i 
found of French-horns j doublen 

* and other inftruments of wind- 
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* mademoifelle at this could not reftrain 

* the natural alertnefs of her country, but 
^ went dancing on, 'till we came very 
^ near thofe thast played. 

* You muft know, my dear fnifs Betfy,* 
continued flie, * that my lord ****s park 

* wall reaches to the bottom of this lane, 

* and has a little gate into it : having, it 

* feems, fbme company with him, he had 
« ordered two tents to be erefted in that 
' part of the park ; the one for himfelf 

* and friends, the other for the mufic, 

* who founded the inftruments to the 

* healths were toafted : but this we beiag 

* ignorant of, and delighted with the har- 

* mony, wandered on till we came clofe 

* to the little gate I mentioned, and there 

* ftood ftill liftening to it. Some one or 

* other of the gentlemen faw us, and faid 

* to the others, * We have Eve's-drop- 
** pers ;' on which they quitted their feats, 

* and ran to the gate : on feeing them all 
< ipfbroach, we would have drawn back, 

* but they were too quick for us ; the gate 

i^as inftantiy thrown open, and fix or 

tven gentlemen^ of whoni my lord him- 

'f was one, rulhed out upon us. Per- 

Hng we endeavoured toefcape them, 

i catched hold of us, ' Nay ladies,* 

^^tit of them, * you muft not think 

Hz * to 



/ 
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*' to avoid paying the piper, after having 
" heard his mufic' 



« Mademoifelle, on this, addrefled her-, 
felf to my lord * * *, with as much for- 
mality as flie could affijme, and told 
him, we were young ladies of diftinc-, 
tion, who were placed at a boarding-, 
fchcol juft by, and at prefent were un-. 
der her care, fo begged no rudenefs. 
might be offered. His lordfhip pro- 
tefled on his honour none Ihould -, but 
infifted on our coming into the park, and 
drinking one glafs of whatever \^ine^e 
pleafed ; upon which, ' What fay you,^ 
ladies?' ci ied madeiTK)ifelle, * I believe 
we may depend on his Idrdfhip's pro-, 
teftion.' None of us oppofed the mo- 
tion, as being as .glad to accept it as 
herfelf In fine, we went in, and were 
conduced to the tent, in the midft of 
which were placed bottles, glafles, jelli 
fweetmeats, pickles, and I know n 
what other things to regale and quick 
the appetite. Servants, who attend 
cooled the glafles out of a filver for 
tain, on a little pedeflal, at the one e 
of the tent, and filled every one a 
with what each of us chofe. One'o| 
company perceiving our conduftre^"^ 
a French-woman, talked to her ' 
own language, and led her a n. 
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* round the table ; and, in the mean time, 
' the others took the opportunity of en- 
^ tertaining us : he that had hold of me, To 
' plied me with kifles and embraces, that 
^ I fcarce knew where I was.— Oh! the 
' difference between his carefles and the 
' boyilli infipid falutes of matter Sparkifli ! 
' The others, I fuppofc, were ferved with 

* the-fame agreeable robuftnefs I was ; but 

* I had not the power of obferving them, 
' any more than, as. I afterwards found, 

* they had of me. 

■ * In fine, never were poor innocent girls 

* fo prefled, — fo kifled : — eve/y thing 

* but the dernier undoing deed, and that 

* there was no opportunity of completing, 
^ every one of us, our tutorefs not ex- 

* cepted, I am certain experienced. 

" Heavens!" cried mifs Betfy, inter- 
rupting her, " how I envied your happi- 
" nefs a moment fince, and how I tremble 
*' for you now." 

* O mifs Betfy,' replied mifs Forward, 

* every thing would have been done in 

* that forgetful hour ; but as I have al- 

* ready faid, there was not an opportunity. 
, My tever notwithftanding, for fo I muft 
* 'M him, would not let me get out of 

^%rcbs, till I had told him my name, 
"^T H 2 * and 
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and by what means he fhould cohvey ^ 
letter to me. I afFefted to make a 
fcruple of granting this requeft, though' 
heaven knows I was but too well pleafed 
at his grafping me ftill fafter, in order 
to compel me to it. I then gave him 
my name^' and told him, that if he 
would needs write, I knew no other 
way by which' he might be fure of my 
receiving his letter, but by flipping it 
into my hand as I was coming out of 
church, which he might eafily do, there 
being always a great concourfe of people 
about the door -, on this he gave me a 
falute, the warmth of which I never 
Ihall forget, and then fufFered me to de- 
part with my companions, who, if they 
were not quite fo much engagpd as ray- 
felf, had yet enough to make them re- 
member this night's ramble. 

* The tutorefs knew well enough how to 
excufe our ftaying out fo much lof]fger 
than ufual, and neither the govefnefs, 
nor any one in the family, except our- 
felves, knew any thing of what hadi* 

. paffed. I cannot fay but my head ran 
extremely on this adventure. I heaitily 
wilhed my pretty fellow might kem Jus 
word in writing to me, and was-i^na- 
ing a thoufand projeftshow to 

, a correfpondence with him. Id( 
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you I was what they call in love •, but 

* certainly I was very near it, and longed 
' much more for funday than ever I had 
' done for a new gown : at laft the wifhed 

* for day arrived, — my gentleman was 
^ punftual, — he came clofe to me in the 
^ church-poxch, — I held my hand in a 
^ carelefs manner, with my handkerchief 
' in it, behind me, and prefently found 

* foix\ething put into it, which I haftily 

* conveyed into my pocket, and on com- 

* ing home, found a little three-corner' d 

* billet, containing thefe lines: 

To the charming mifs Forward. 

** Moji lovely of your fexj 
<^ T HAVE not flept fince I fawyou, 
** — fo deep an impreflion has your 
** beauty made on my heart, that I findWII 
*' I cannot live without you ; nor even 
^* die in peace, if you vouchfafe not my 
*' laft breath to iffue at your feet. In 
** pity then to the fufferings you occafion^ 
^' grant me a fecond int;€rview, though it 
*' be only to kill me with your frowns^ 
*< I am too much a ftranger in thefe parts 
*« to contrive the means ; be, therefore, 
*f. {q divinely go^d to do it for me, clfe 
'# jexpe<5t to fee nie carried by your door 

,.,a bleeding, breathlefs corps, •— the vic- 

H A " tim 
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V tim of your cmclty, inftead of your 
'' compaflion, to 

" Your moft grateful adorer, 
" And everlafting flave, 

« R. Wildly.** 

' In a poftfcript to this/ purfued mifs 
Forward, ' he told me, that he would be 

* in the church-porch in the afternoon, 

* hoping to receive my anfwer by the 

* fame means I had direfted hun to con- 

* vey to me the drftates of his heart. 

* I read this, letter over and oyer^ a^ 
' you may eafily guefs, by my rememper- 
' ing the contents of it fo perfeftly ; but 

* it is impoffible for me to exprefs.the 
' perplexity I was in how to rejply.^pit. 

* I do not mean how to excufemyfelFfrorfi 

* granting the interview he fo paffionately 

* requefted ; for that, perhaps, I wifhed 

* for with as much impatience- as he could 

* do, but I was diftradled at - nor. being 

* able to contrive any prafticable method 

* for our meeting, 

* O mifs Betfy, how did I long fbryoii, 

* or fuch a friend as you, to aflift me ui 
< this dilemma ! but there was no'^""*^ 

* perfon in the Whole houfe I dared 
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* with fuch a fecret : — I could not eat a 

* Bit of dinner, nor fcarqe fpeak a word 

* to any body -, fo much were my thoughts 

* taken up with what I fhould do. I was 
' refolved to fee him, and hear what he 

* had to fay, whatever Ihould be the, con- 

* fequence : at laft I hit upon a way, dan- 

* gerous indeed in every refpeft, and 

* Ihamefiil in a girl of my condition ; 
' yet as there were no other, the frenzy I 
' was pofleffed of, compelled me to have 

* recourfe to it. 

* You mpfl: remember, my dear mifi 

* Betfy,' continued fhe, with a deep figh, 

* ?he littl^door at the farther end o. the 

* garden, where byyQur kiad contrivanccj 

* "young Sparkifli was introduced : it was 

* at this dogr-.J^ (determined, to meet mr. 

* Wildly. This you may be fure could 

* not be done by day, without,- a. difco-_ 
n^ very, fome one, or odiel* being contdnu- 

* ally running into the garden. I there- 
' fore fixed the rendezvous at night, at 
v^ an hour when I .was poficive all the fa- 
' mily woL\id be in bed, and prdered it in 
Sthi? maE(Bier: • : • 

.-*..' • :• ■ • ;■: Ai.j't :. . . - • - • ;•] .. 
\i^feiCMnce,/ai|d€;<i my ill geniu§ in my 
a|l;»i^dft}ng:l I /lay lat that time alone ; — 
^S^if§;gab^: whp ufed to be my bedfejlovv, 
' iftrgfine^ hprne^fof; |a fortnight, on ac- 
|i* H 5 * count 
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count of a great wedding in their family, 
and I thought I could eafily flip down 
ftairs when every body was afleep, and 
go through the kitchen, from which you 
know there is a paQage into the garden. 
I took no care for any things but to pre- 
vent the difappointment of my defign •> 
for I apprehended nothing of ill from a 
man who adored me, and of whofe will 
and aftions I foolifhly imagined I. had ; 
the fole command. 

« The fettling this matter in my mind 

* engrofled all my thoughts; till the bell 
^ began to ring for divine fervice, and I 

* had only time to write thefe lines in an- 

* fwer to his billet: 

To mn WiLDi-y. 

« T HAVE been always told it was 
•^ •*■ highly criminal in a young maid^ 
*' like me, to liften to the addrefles of 
•^ any man without receiving the per- 
*' mUTion of her parents for fo doing ; 
yet, I hope, I ftiall ftand excufed both 
to them and you, if i confefs I am wil- 
ling to be the firft to hear wh^t fo nd^y 
concerns myfelf. I have but one 
" of ipeaking to you, and if youF '*™^^ 
*' be as fiacere and ferve« as yoU> 
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«* you will not think it too much to wait 
^^ between the hours of eleven and twelve 
** this night, at a green door, in. the wall 
" which encompaftes our garden, at .the 
** further end of the lane, leading to that 
*' part of lord * * * 's park, where we firft 
'« faw each other -, you will find me, if 
*^ no crofs accident intervenes, at the time 
** and place I mention 5 but impute this 
*' condefcenfion to no other motive than 
** that co.mpaffiort you implore. I flatter 
*' myfelf your intentions are honourable, 
*' and in di^t belief am ^ 

« Sir, 

** Your humble fervant, 

,- *^ A. Forward/* 

. « 

Mifs Betfy, during the repetition of thh 

etter, and fome time before, fliook her 

ead, and fhewed great tokens of fur prize 

id difapprobation, but ofFering no inter- 

iption, th^ other went on in her dif- 

.ojirfe in this manner : 

* I proteft to you, my (Je^r mifs Betf)%* 

i fte, * that J h^d nothing in view by 

i letter, and the aflignation it con- 

icd, than to fecure him to me as at 

y;, : I, nte^er had- r^eafon to r-epent of- 

*k«wate conefpondenc^ I carried on 

H 6 * with 
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* with mr. Sparkifh, nor knew it was in. 
*' the nature of man to take advantage of 

* a maid's fimpHcity •, but I will not pro- 

* trad the narrative I promifed by any 

* ni ediefs particulars. Every thing hap- i 

* pened but too fortunately, alas ! accor- 

* ^ding to my wifli : I found mr. Wildly 

* in the church-porch, gave him the fatal 

* billet, unperceived by any one : night 
' came on, — all the family were gone to 

* their repofe, — and I unfeen, unheard, 
r* and unlufpeded, quitted my chamber, 

* and taking the route I told " you of, 

* opened the garden door, where it fe:ems 

* the pcrfon 1 expefted had waited above 

* half an hour. 

^ His firfl: falutations were the moft 

* humble, and withal the moft endearing, 
« that could be. ' My angel,* faid he, 
** how heavenly good you are ! Dermit 
*« me thus to thank you.* Wj|(il thefe 

* words he threw himfeJf on ms knees, 

* and taking one of my hands, kiffed it 
' with the extremeft tendemefs. But^ oh! 

* let no young woman depend on the firft 
^ profeflions of her lover ; nor in her 6wa 

* power of keeping him at a proper dif- 

* tance. '-' 

Here a fudden gufli of tears previe 
'her, for fome minutes, frOm'p^ofer' 
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hor difcourfe, and mifs Betfy. found her- 
felf obliged to treat her with more tender- 
nefs, than in her ov/n mind fhe thought 
the nature of her cafe deferved. 

CHAP. XIV. 

r 

Concludes mifs Forward* s narrative y and 

• relates fome further particulars of mifs 
' ' Betfy' s behaviour^ on hearing a detail 

floefo little expeSied. 

TJ O W fweet are the confolations of a 
fincere friend ! — how greatly do they 
alleviate the fevereft of misfortunes ! — 
mifs Forward foon dried up her tears, on 
a foft commiferation fhe faw they excited 
in mifs Betfy •, . and ftifling, as well as fhe 
could, the rifing fighs T/^ith which her bo- 
Jbm heaved, at thfe remembrance of what 
Jhe was going to relate, refumed her 
mournful ftory in thefe terms : 

* You may very well fuppofe,' faid fhe^ 

* that the garden-door was not a proper 
place to entertain my lover in : — good- 

enalltiers forbad me to ufe him in lo 

'1 . • * * 

*darfe a manner : — - befides, late as it 
'ililf?^ fonie-vpaffenger might happen to 
*^''""'i that ^ay 5- Itkereforc fed him into 
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the arbour, at the end of the terrafs, 
where we fat down together, on that 
broad bench under the arch, where you 
fo often ufed to loll, and call it your 
throne of ftate. Never was there a finer 
night : — the moon, and her attendant 
ftars, fhone with uncommon brightnefs, 
the air was all ferene, the boifterous winds 
were all locked in their caverns, and only 
gentle zephirs, with their fanning wings, 
wafted a thoufand odours from the neigh- 
bouring plants, perfuming all ^ound. — 
'Twas an enchanting fcei^e : nature her- 
felf feemed to confpirc my ruin, and con- 
tributed aU in her power "to lull my 
mind into a foft forgetti^ktefs of what 
I owed myfelf, -^ my fame, -^ my for- 
tune, T— and n^y fauiily. 

' I was beginning to tell him, how fen- 

* fible I was, that to admit him. in this 

* manner, was againfl: all the rules of de- 

* cency and, decorum, and that I hop^sd 

* he would not abufe the good opinion I 

* had of him, nor entertain the worfe of 
^ me for my fo readily complying with 

* hisrequeft, and fuch like iluff : to which 
^ he gave little ear, and only anfwered 
i rne with;protefetions o/ chomoft yiolj^t 

* paflipn that ever wiis •, -r- fwore 
*. had more charms than my whole J^ 
,* fid^s cpuid boaft oit i^ — t;hat I y^ 

* an^ 
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her difcourfe, and mifs Betfy. found her- 
felf obliged to treat her with more tender- 
nefs, than in her own mind fhe thou^rht 
the nature of lier cafe deferved. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Concludes mifs Forward* s narrative, and 
' relates fame further particulars of mifs 
' " Betfy' s behaviour^ on hearing a detail 
floefo little expeSled. 

TJ O W fweet are the confolations of a. 
fincere friend ! — how greatly do they 
alleviate the fevereft of misfortunes ! — . 
mifs Forward foon dried up her tears, on 
a foft commiferation fhe faw they excited 
in mifs Betfy ;. and ftifling, as well as fhe 
could, the rifing fighs With which her bo- 
rn heaved, at the remembrance of what 
I was going to relate, refumed her 
iurnful ftory in thefe terms : 

* You may very well fuppofe,' faid fhe^ 
hat the garden-door was not a proper 
ce to entertain my lover in : — good- 
fliers forbad me to ufe him . in fp 
"ie a manner : — - Sefides, late as ft 
'- fome-vpaffenger might happen to 
'^isx way J Ptheretotc led hint into 

^*the 
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* tiire to come to my afliftance ; — tlic 
' time, — the place, — all joined to ^d 
' his wifhes ; — and, with the bittereft re- 
' gret and Ihame I now contefs it, my 

* own fond heart too much confented. 

* In a word, my dear mifs Betfy, from 
« one liberty he proceeded to another, till 
' at laft there was nothing left for him to 
f afk, or me to grant/ 

Thefe laft words were accompanied with * 
a fecond flood of tears, which ftreamed in 
fuch abundance down her cheeks, that 
mifs Betfy was extremely moved : her 
good-nature made her, pity the. diftrefs, 
iho' her virtue and vjnderftanding taught 
her to deteft and defpife the ill conduft 
which occafioned it : flie wept, and fighed, 
in concert with her afflifted friend, and 
omitted nothing that flie thought might 
contribute to aflwage her forrows. 

* i 

Mifs Forward was charmed with thi* 
generofity in mifs Betfy, and compofed 
herfelf as much as pbflible, to make thofe 
acknowlegments it merited from her j and 
then proceeded to Ratify her curiofity with 
that part of her adventures whiG|i. yet re*- 
mained untold* ■ ' 
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' Whenever I recoUeft,' refumed flie, 

* how ftrangely, — how fuddenly, — how 

* almoft unfoUicited, I yielded up my ho- 

* nour, fome lines, which I remember to 

* have read fomewhere, come into my 

* mind, and feem, methinks, perfectly 
' adapted to my circumftances. — They 
.* are thefe, 

' Pleas'd with deftrudion, proud to 

' be undone, 
. ' With open arms I to my ruin run, 
; * And fought the mifchiefs I was bid 

* to Ihun : 

* Tempted that fhame a virgin ought 

' to dread, 

* And had not the excufe of being be- 

' tray'd, 

X 

* Alas ! I fee my folly now, — my 

* ^ihjldnefs, - — ^^but was blind to it too long. 
^ I 'upbraided not my undoer : — I re- 
. * 'rhonftrated not to him any of the ill 

* eohfe'quences might poflibly attend this 
V trarifaiflion ; nor mentioned one word 

* concerning how incumbent it was on 

* him, to repair the injury he had done 

* me by marriage : 1 — fiwe never was there 
^ td lAfatu a wretch! Morning be- 

i^tp break in upon us, and the pangs 
' iiftg obliged to part, and the means 

' of 




'^.ci. 
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* of meeting again, now took up all my 
« thoughts. Letting him in at midnight 
« was very dangerous, as old nurfe Win- 
^ ter, . who you know is very vapouriih, 

* often fancies Ihe hears noifes in the houfe, 

* and rifes to fee if all the doors and 
« windows arc faft : befides mr. Wildly 

* told me, it was highly inconvenient for 

* him, being obliged to make a friend of 

* my lord ****s porter, to fit up for 

* him. 

* I was almoft at my wit's end, 'till he 

* recovered me by faying, hp belieyed, 

* there might be a mpire eafy ^ay for our 

* intercourie, than thi§ no^turnaj ren4ez- 
^ vous. • Oh! what is that?' cried I, 

* earneftly. ? The French-woman,' re- 

* plied he, « that lives here, is good-na- 
*« tared, and of a very amorous com- 
plexion •, at leaft fir John Shuffle, who 
toyed with her in my lord's park, tells 

*' me fhe is fo ; but,* continued he, * I 
dare take his word ; he knows your fex 
perfeftly, and, I dare anfwer, if you 
will get her to go abroad with you, 
the confequence will be agreeable to us 

<* all/ 



1 






€C 



" What,' faid I, * would you hi^Tf^ 
** make, her my confidante ?' ^ ' Ndtj 
*« gethcr fo/ faid he j ^ at leaft 




iWj/i Betsy Thoughtless. 163 

*' you are upon even terms with her ; I 
*' mean, tilKyou have Secret for fecret.* 

" How. can that be ?' demanded I. 
*' leave that to me,' faid he, ' do you on- 
" ly get her out to-morrow a walking; 
" let me know what time you think you 
" tall beft do it, and fir John and I will 
** meet you as if by chance.** I told him, 

* I would undertake to do it if the wea- 

* ther were fair, and that tliey might 

* meet us' going towards the town, 
' but it muft be paft five, after fhe had 
' gven her French leflbn to the ladies. 

* This being agreed upon, we parted, 

* though not without the extremeft reluc- 

* tance 5 at leaft, I am fure on my fide it 

* was fincerely fo. I then went back with 
' the fame precaution I had gone out, 

* locked all the doors foftly, and got into 

* my chamber before any of the family 

* were feirring. ^ 

* 1 was more than ordinarily civil to 

* piademoi^elle all the next day : I faid 
. ' every thing I could think on to flatter 

* her, and having got an opportunity of 

* foeaking to her alone, ' Dear mademoi- 

* feUe,' faid I, in a wheedling tone, ' I 
.5*« Iiave a great favour to beg of you.* 
}M|What is that, mife?' replied Ihe, * any 
^ ^*^'ig in my power you may command.* 




i 
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* I then told her, I had got a whhn in 
' my head for a new tippet, and that I 
' wanted her fancy in the choice of the 
' colours. * With all my heart,* faid ihe, 
'' and. when we go out a walking this 
" evening, we can call at the milliner's, 

and buy the ribbonds.' * That will not 

do,' cried I, ' I would not have any 

•'' of the ladies know any thing of the 

'' matter, 'till I have made it and got it 

*' on ; fo no-body muft go with us.' 

" Well, well,' anfwered (he, * it fhall be 

" fo ; but Imuft tell the governefs. — 

• '* I know Ihe will not be againft hupiour- 

•*' ing you in fuch a little fancy, and 

;*' wiU fend the other tutorefs, or nurfc 

*' Winter, to wait upon the other ladies.' 

* I told her fhe was very good, but en- 

* joined her to beg the governefs to keep 

* it a fecret-, for my tippet would be 

* mighty pretty, and I wanted to furprife 

* them with the fight of it.* 

* The governefs, however, was fo kind 

* as to let us go fomewhat before the time 

* we expefted, in order to prevent any 

* one from offering to accompany us; 

' but early as it was, the two gentlel^fien [J 
' were on the road. They accoftc^u^ 
' with a great deal of complaif^liKSer 
" What! my Diana of the for reft !^v ""' 

* fir John, to mademoifelle, ^ am^^' 

'' fort 
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*' fortunate to fee you once again?* What 

* reply (he made I do not know, being 
' fpeaking to Wilcily at the f^i|}e time ;,. 
'but he alfo, by my inftigation^, made 
' his chief court to mademoifelle, and both 
' of them joined to intreat fhe would per- 
^ mit them to lead her to fome hoyfe of 

* entertainment : her refufals were very, 

* faint, and perceiving, by my looks, that. 

* I was not very averfe, ' Wha,t fhall we. 

* do, mifs?' faid'flie to me, ' there is no, 
' getting rid of thefemen. ShalLwe ven-, 
" ture to go with them ? — *Tis but a fro- 
" lie* ' I.aippnder your diredion, ma- 
" damoifelle \ but I fee no harm in it, a^ 
" to be fu re,' replied I, ' they are gentle-^ 
" men of honour.* 

' In fine, we went into the firft houfc 

' 'lat had the prolpeft of affording us aa 

greeable reception. It is not to be doubt-? 

1 but we were treated with the beft the 

lace we were in cpuld fupply : fir John 

xj^red the moft flaming pafHon for ma-j 

imoifelle, and engrofled her fo mucl^ 

s himfelf, that Wildly had the liberty 

addreffing me, without Jetting hei; 

"* his choice gave me the preference. 

! 
'• • \ ■ > 

John after ufing niademoifellc 

ibrhe freedoms-, which I could per- 

^e did not greatly refent, tdd 

* her. 
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* her, there was an exceeding fine pifturc 

* in the next room, and alked her to go 

* and look upon it. * Oh ! yes,* replied 
< fhe, * 1 am extravagantly fond of paint- 
" ing. Are not you, mifs ?* continued Ihc 

* to me, with a carelefs ^r. * No,* faid 
^ I, ' I had rather flay here, and look 
'* out of the window; bat I" would not 
** hinder this gentleman,' meaning mr. 

* Wildly : who replied, ' I have leen it 
«' already, fo will ftay and keep you com- 
** pany.V 

* I believe, indeed, we might have 
fpared ourfelves the trouble ot thefe laft 
fpeeches ; for our companions feemed as 
little tp expe6t as to defire we fhould 
follow them, but- ran laughing, jump- 
ing, and fkipping out of the roonij 
utterly regardlefs of thofe they left be* 
hind. 



< Thus you fee, ''niy dfear mifs Betfy* 
continued fhe, Wilaly had, a fecohd 
time, the .opportunity of triumphing 
over the weaknefs of yotir unnap 
friend. Oh ! had it been the hA, p 
haps I had not been the wretch ^ * 
but, alas ! my folly ceafed not 1. 
loved, — and every interview m»jl^^^ 
ftill dearer to me. 
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^ On mademoifelle's return, we began 
^ to talk of going home : ' Blefs me, 
* cried I, * *tis now too late to go into 
** town. What excufe Ihall we make to 
*' the governefs, for not having bought 
** the ribbonds ?* ' I have already con- 
*« trived that,' replied fhe, ' I will tell 
*' her, that the woman had none but ugly 
*' old faftiioned things, and expefts a frerfi 
•' parcel from London in two or three 
'' days.* * O that is rare,' cried I, * that 
** will be a charming pretence for our 
•< coming out again.* * And a charming 
^* opportunity for our meeting you again,* 

* faid fir John Shuffle. ' If you have any 
** inclination to lay hold of it,* rejoinea 

* mademoifelle. ' And you have courage 
^* to venture,' cried he, ^ You fee we 
** arfe no cowards,' anfwered Ihe briflcly. 
** Well, then, name your day,' faid 
'* Wildly, ' if fir John accepts the chal- 
«* lenge, I will be his fccbnd •, but I arn 
<* afraid it cannot be *till after Thurfday, 
*^ b^cauie my lord talks of going to ***, 
^* slpd we cannot be back in Tefs than 
« Arec days.* 

» J^riday therefore was the day agreed 

^ and we all four were pun&ual to 

appointment. I Ihall not trouble 

with the particulars of our conver- 

< fation 
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' fation in this or any other of the n 

* ings wahad together, only tell you, 
' by the contrivance of one or othe 
' us, we found means of coming tog( 

* once or twice every week, during 
« whole time thefe gentlemen ftayei 
' the country, which was upwards of 
' months. 

' On taking leave, I prefled Wild! 
write to me under cover to mademo 
Grenouille, which he promifed to do 
I was filly enough to expeft. IN 
polls arriving . without bringing 
letter, I was fadly difappointed, 
could not forbear exprefling my cor 
to mademoifelle, who only laughi 
me, and told me, I as yet knew 
thing of the world, nor the ten>p 
mankind ; — that a tranfient acqi 
tance, fuch as ours had beer^ with 
gentlemen, ought to be forgot' as 
as over •, • — that there was no great 
bability we fhouH ever fee qije an< 
again, and it would be only a . fol 
keep up a correfpondence by letter^ 
and added, that by this tin;ie^ ^\^^J 
doubtlefs, entered into other en| 
tt)enta; and fo might we too, isi^ 
if the place and fafhion we liye^ 

* not prevent us. 



t -■ • • ' . 

^ I fotind by this;^ and fome other* 
fpeeches of the like nature, that it was 
the fex, not the perfon, fhe regarded. 
I could not, however, be of her way 
of thinicih^. Ireally loved' mr. Wildly^ 
anid would havei, giVen the worla, had J 
been miftrefs of it, to have feen him 
again ; but, as Ihe faid, indeed, there 
wis no pfbbability for my doing fo ; and 
thetefote I attempted, through her per- 
fiiafibtls, to itiscke a V^irtue of neceflity, 
and forget both him and all hjld pafs*d 
between us. I fhould in the end, per- 
haps, have accompl^flied this point ; but 
oh ! I had a remembrancer within, 
which I did not prefently know of. Ii:i 
fine^ I had but too much reafoh to ber 
iieve f'w^ pregriarit,— A thing, which 
lou^ a natui-al confequence of the folly 
hadf bfeen giiilty of, nfe^er once entered 



: MaMblfefl^ ;G^^^ feemed now 

*t¥ib^y klahneH^ ^Oht. iny communicating 

Iter ttiy fu^iclohs on this, fcore : fhe 

icd, *twas very unlucky ! — then' 

ttfed, and afked^hat I would do, if 

libuld really be as I feared ? I re- 

^ if that I Khe^ not wh^t courfe tp 

^t^f m;]^ f^thef ihbuld know it 

•^-^erly undone : I added, that he 

I ^ wa3 
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was a very auftere man •, and, befides, 
I had a mother-in-law, who m^quM not 
fail to fay every thing fhe could to va^ 
cenfe him againft me. 

" I fee no recpiirfe you have then,* 
faid fhe,' but by takiqgpl^yfic to^ufe 
an abortion. You miuft pretend you 
are a little difordered, and fend for an 
apothecary. The fooner the b€4;ter, for 
if it (hould become vifible^ alV 'Wfould 
infallibly be known, and.wc, fHoqld both 
bcFuined,* r . : . ' 



* I was not fo weak as not to fee, that 
if any difcovery were made, Ijier fharc 
in the intrigue muft coqae^ oiit^ and flie 
would be direAly turned out .of doors ; 
and that whatever concern flie pretended 
ibr me, it was chiefly on her own acf 
count; however, as I faw no other ret 
medy, was rcfolVed to take her advice. 

« Thus by having been gwl^,of one 
crime I was enfnared tpcomrpit another, 
of a yet foviler kind : oi^ w^/thee^ror 
of nature, this an offence again|l iiature. 
The black defign, however, fuccoeded 
not ; I took potion after potion, . y*? ^ 
retained the token of my fh^irne, r mlilcb 
at length becan^e too f erfpij 



1 <i .! 
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* me to hope it would not be taken no- 

* tice of by all who faw me. 

*^ I was alihoft diftradted, andmadamoi- 

* felle Grenouille little lefs fo : I was one 

* day akHie in my chamber, pondering on 

* my wretched ftate, and venting fome 

* part of the anguifh of my mind in tears, 
> when ihe came in: * What avails all 
^* tlys whimpering, faid flie, ^ you but 
*y haften what you* would wilh to avoid. 
** The governefs already perceives you 
*< are ftrangely altered ;. fhe thinks you 
^*' are either in a bad ftate of health, of 
" fame way difordercd in your mind, and 

- " talks of writing to your father to fend 
^^ for you home/ 



• ( i 



^^ O heavens !' cried I3 — ^ Home did 
«« you fay ? — No ; I will never go home. 
" The grave is not fo hatefial to me, nor 
** fdeath fo terrible as my father's prefence.' 
.** L pity you from my foul,* faid Ihe, 
*^.;but what can you do? There will be 
*t Kos ftiaying for you here, after your con- 
:^^ dition' is once known, and it cannot be 
«i iXMTi<;eal«i much longer.' Thefe words?, 
IJ^^theiirulibdf wWeh J was very wellcon- 
ife Tinced of^» drove moinito the laft dif- 
Jctfeii*;] I' raved, — I tore my hair; — 
*J|Jpfif0re/iR) poi&i\i drown^ or ftab my- 
* rather than live to have my fhame 

I 2 • ex- 
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' expafed to the feverity of my father, 
' and reproaches of my kindred 

** Come, come,' , refumcd fhe, ^^there 
*' is no need of fuch defperate remedies, 
*' you had better go to London, and 
*' have recourfe to Wildly ; who knows, 
.*' as you are a gentleman's daughter, and 
*« will have a fortune, but you may per- 
" fwadc him to marry you ? if not, you 
*^ can ' oblige him to take care of you 
in your lying-in, and to keep the child: 
and when you are once got rid of your 
burthen, fome excufe or other may be 
found for your elopement.* 



ii 



" But how fhall I get to London ?* Kf- 
fumed I, ' how find out my undoer in 
a place I know nothing of, nor ever 
have been at ? Of whom fhall I en- 
quire ? I am ignorant of what family 
he is, or even where he livesv' * As to 
that,* replied fhe, > I will undertake to 
inform myfelf of every thing nece0ary 
for you to know, and if you refolvt to 
go I will fet about it dirciaiy.* ' t then 
told her, I v^ould do any tlung, rather 
than be cxpofed 5 on which. QxtXnA 
me afiume as chearful a countenance a^ 
I could, and depend on hei< brii^^ 
me fome intelligence of WiMly biAstib 1 
flept, c*.ji 
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* Tte method fhe took to make good 

* her promife, was, it feems, to fend a 

* perfon whom ihe could confide in to the 
' feat of lord ***f'$o enquire among the 

* fervants. where mr.. Wildly^ who had 
' lately been a gueft there j might be found. 

* She told me, that the anfwer they gave 

* the man was, that they knew not wh^re 

* he lodged, hut tha;t he might be heard 

* of at any of the cofFee-houfes about St. 

* James's. As I was altogether a ftranger 
*- in London, this information g^ve m& 
«- but little fatisfadtien ^i but madarftgi&il© 

* Crenouille, whofe intereft it wa^ to hurry 
« me away, affured me that fhe knew that 
« part of the town peffedlly well, having 

* lived there feveral months on her firft> 

* arrival in England 5 — that there were 

* feveral gjreat cofFee^houfcs there, fre- 
' quented by all the gentlemen of faftiion, 
' and that nothing would be nK>re eafy 

* than to find mr. Wildly at one or other 

* of them. My heart, however, Ihuddered 

* at the thoughts of this enterprize, yet 
« her perfwafions, joined to the terrors ^ 

* was in of bein^ expofed, and the cei^- 

* tainty that a difcovery of my conditioa 
*^ ^as inevitable, made me refolve to un- 
f.dcrtakeit. 

I 3 « No* 





1 




174 ^i^HISTORYV' 

* Nothing flow remamed but thcmeins 

* how I fhould gfet away, fo as to avoid 

* the purfuit might, doobtiefs, be made 

* after me ; which after fome confultation 

* was thus contrived, and executed, 

* A flying coach fetis out from H— — 
' every Monday at two o'clock in the 
' morning ; madamoifelle Grenouille en- 
' gaged the fame man, who had enquired 
' at lord ***'s for mr. Wildly, to lecure' 
' a place for me in it. The Sunday h$' 

^ fore I was to go I pretended indM|)ofi-^ j 
^ tion to avoid going to church : I pail^l^ 
^ that time in packing up the beft of my 
^ things in a large bun^^^^ for I had no 
' opportunity of taking "^ ^ox or trunk' 

• with me. My greateft difficulty was' 
^ how to get out of bed from mifs Bab, 

• who ftill lay with me. - I thought, how- 

• ever, that if Ihe happened to awake^ 
' while I was rifing, I would tell her I 

• was not v^ry well, and was only going 
. into the next room, to open the window 

for a little air-, but I flood in no need 
of this precaution, fhe was in a fouiid 
fleep, and I left my bed, put on. the 
cloaths I was to travel in, took up^aiy 
bundle, and ftole out of the room^. li^-:^. 
out her perceiving any thing of the ii^l 
'ter/ I went out by the fame wagpf ' 




JI///5 BiTSY Thoughtless. 175 

* which I had ^filled my firft fatal ap- 

* pointment with mr. Wildly 5 at a little 

* difta^pce from the gardenrdopr, I found 

* the friend of madamoifelle Grenouille, 
' who waited for me with a horfe and pil- 

* lion ; he took my bundle before, and me 
' behind him, and then we made the beft 
' of our way towards H , where we 

* arrived time enough for the coach. I 

* aiij^ted at the door of the inn, and he^ 

* rode off diredtly to avoid being feeri by 
' any body, who nright defcribe him, in 
' ^* an enquiry (hould be made. 

will not trouble you wifh the psrti- 
uiars of my journey, nor how 1 was^ 
^mazed . on entering this great metro- 
*^ polls V I lhaf[ only tell you, that it 

* being dark when we came in, I lay that 
' light at the inn, and the next morning, 

following the direftions madamoifelle 

3renouille had given me, took a hack- 

ley coach, and ordered the man to drive j 

ito any of theftreets about St. James's, 

nd ftop at the firft houfe where he 

lould itt a bill upon the door for ready 

urnifhed lodgings. It happened to be 

Rider-ftreet -, the woman at firft feem- 

a .little fcruplous of taking me, as I 

a ftranger, and had no recommen- 

^n ; but, on my telling her I would 

I 4 ' pay 



1 
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* pay her a fortnight hqfeiehaad,; we agreed 
' at the rate of twelve fliUlrngs a week. 

* The firil thing I did ^a$ tO; fepd a. 

* porter to the coffpe-hoiifes, where he 
' eafily heard of him, but brought me 

* the vexatious intelligence that he was 

* gone to Tunbridge, and it was not 

* known when he would return, .This 

* was a very great misfortune to rhe^ and 

* the more fo as I had very little money : 

* I thought it beft, hoW^rer, to , follow. 

* him thither, which 1 did the Ikr " 

* week, 

* But, oh ! my dear mifs Betfy, . 

* unlucky every thing happened ? hp ~ 

* left that place the very morning, before 

* I arrived, and was gone for London. 

* I had nothing now to do but return 'r 

* but was fo dilordered with the fatigues 

* I had undergone, that I was obliged to 
< ftay four days to compofe myfelf. 

* When I came back I fent immediately 

* to the cofFee-houfe ; but how fhall I ex- 

* prefs the diftradtion I was in, when I 

* was told he had lain but one nighs in> 

* town, and was gone to Bath. 

« This fecond difappointment wa^ J^^ 

* rible indeed : I had but half-a-cr|^f|> 
' remaining of the little ftock I bro 
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' from the boarding-fchool, and had no 

* way to procure a fupply, but by felling 
' my watch; which I did to agald^frqith 

* in the ndghbourhood, for what he 

* was pleafed to give nr.e, and then fet 

* out for Bath by the firft coach. 

* Here I had the good fortune . to meet 
^ him ; he was ftrangely furprifed at the 

* fight of me in that place, but much 

* more fo when I told him, what had 
' brought me there : he feemed extremely 

icerned at the accident. But when I 

•"tioned ^ marriage, he plainly told 

T muft not think of fuch a thing : 

_ie was not in circumftances to fup- 

. a family ; — that having loft the 

....all fortune, left him by his friends, 

^ at f^lay, he was obliged to have recourfe, 

' for his prefent fubfiftence, to the very 

^ans by which he liad been undone : 

(hort, that he was a gamefter. The 

^z ftartled me : treated, as I had al- 

^j J heard it, with the utmoft contempt, 

ould not reconcile how fuch a one 

cie to be the gueft and companion of 

>rd, though I have fince heard, that 

a of that profeflion frequently receive 

(c favours from the nobility, whicli 

' *"d to perfons of more unblemifh- 

I 5 * Wildly, 
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' Wildly, however, it is certain, has 

^ fome notions of honour and good-na- 

' ture ; he aflured me he would do all in 

* his power to proted me-, but added, 

* that he had been very unfortunate of 

* late, and that I muft wait for a lucky 

* chance, before he could afford me any 
' fupply. 

' I ftayed . at Bath all the time he was 

' there : he vifited me every day, but I 

' lived on my own money, *till we came ] 

- to town, when my time being very n. 

< he brought me to the plate you ^ 
^ me in, having, it feems, agreed 1 
^ the . woman of the houfe for a cof 
^ tain fum of money to fupport me during^ 

* my lying-in, and keep the child as long 
« as it fhould live. The miferies I have 

* fuftained during iny abode with this old 

* hag, would be too tedious to rqpestt. 

* The only joy I have is, that the wretched 

* infant died in three days after its birdi, 

* fo has efcaped the woe$, which children 

* thus expofed are doomed to bear. Wildly 

< has taken his laft leave of me, \ and I 

* have wrote to an aunt, entreating her Ca 
' endeavour to obtain my father's 

* nef?. I pretended to her, thatf^ 
t L ;e for no other rcaA^ 

* becaufe I had an ardent^^defirci 



■ ."^ 
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ondon y and, as I think,, no-body can 
veal to him the true caufe, have fome 
Dpes of not being utterly abandoned by 



im.* 



iere this unfortunate creature finifhed 
long narrative, and mifs Betfy faw 
in too much afflidtion, to exprefs any 
ig that might encreafe it : Ihe only 
aked her for repofing a confidence in 
, ** Which/- laid fhe, " m^y be of 
jreat fervice to me fome time or 
)ther.'* , . 

iefore they parted mifs Forward faid^' 
||had gone in debt to mrs. Nightfhade, 
fome few things Ihe wanted, over and 
»ve what is generally allowed in fuch 
*s* and had. been affronted by her for 
: b^g able to. difcharge if, therefore 
re^ed mifs Betfy to lend her twenty 
[lings ; on which the generous, and 
5et tempered young lady immediately 
w her purfc, and after giving her the 
ti flie. demanded^ put two guineas more 
her hand : ** Be pleafed to accept 
this" faid Ihe, " you may poffibly want 
fonaething aft;er having paid your debt." 
^e other thanked her, and told her, flie 
ftbled not but her aunt would fend her 
p^lhing, and fhe would then repay it. 
^Bxali give myfelf no pain about that," 
fe/- -^ \e faid 
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faid mifs Betfy, and then took her leave, 
defiring fee would let her know by a let- 
ter what fuccefs fhe had with her friends. 
Mifs Forward tol4 her, fhe might depend 
not only on hearing from her, but feeing 
her again, as foon as fee had any thing to 
acquaint her with. 



CHAP. XV. 

Brings many things on the carpet^ hif^^ 
^pleafing to mifs Betfy ^ in their he^ 
ning^ and no lefs perplexing to H 

their, confequences. 

T^HE account of thofe many and dre. 

ful misfortunes, which the ill condu^. 
of mifs Forward had drawn upon 'hef; 
made mifs Betf/^e;^remely penfive. * *Tisi' 

* ftrange,* faid fee to herftif, * that a ivo- 

* man cannot indulge herfelf in the liberty 
^ of converfing freely with a man, wrth- 

* out being peffwaded by him to do every 

* thing he would have her.* Shethotig^f 
however, that fome excufe might be iti^^ 
for mifs Forward, on the fcore of tf ' 
being fo ftriftly debarred /rom alf ; 
quaintance with the other fex. 




cri^d fee, * have naturally an inclinr 
* to do what they are moil forbid. 
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* poor girl had a curiofity to hear herlelf 
' aaidrcfled, and having no opportunity 
^ of gcatifyjng that paflion, but by ad* 

* mitting her io^er at fo odd a time and 

* place, was indeed too much in his 

* power to have withftood her ruin, even 

* if (he had been miftrel^ of more courage 

* and refblution than Ihe was/ 

— . « • » 

On meditating on the follies which wo- 
men are Ibmetimes prevailed upon to be 
guilty of, the difcovery fhe had made of 
I Florals intrigue with Gayland came 
^ int9 her mind. < What,* faid fhe. 
Id induce her to facrifice her honour? 
clarations of love were not new to. 
__. She heard every day the flatteries 
mth which our fex are treated by the 

* men, and needed not to have piu-chafed 
< the affiduities of any one of them at fo 

* ^dear a rate. Good Gb^! are innocence 
*^rand the pride of confcious virtue, things^ 
^^ of fo little eftimation, as to be throwi 

* away for the trifling pleafure of hearing 

* a few tender proteftations ? Perhaps all 
4 falfe, and uttered by one whofc heart. 

* defpifcs*the eafy fondnefs he has tri- 
^^Umphed over, and ridicules the very 
^\j^tot of what he has fo earncftly fol- 
nMcltedl V 
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It is certain, this yoUng lady had tfe^ ' 
higheft notions joi honour and virtue, aiid ' 
whenever fhe gave herfeif time to re6e6t, 
looked on every thing that had a tendency 
to mal^e an encroachment on them with 
the moll extreme deteftation -, yet had (he 
good-nature enough to pity thofe faults'* 
in. others, fhe thought it impoflible for her 
to be once guilty of herfclf. 

* I 

* ' ■* 

But amidft fentiments as noble, am' 
generous, as> ever heart was.poITcfl^^ 
vanity, that foible of her foul,, crc^ 
and would have its fhare. She had 
* been thoroughly attacked in a diflio . 
able way; but by Gayland, and the i^ 
tleman-commoner at Oxford ; both wh 
*. Ihe rebuffed with a becoming difdain. 
lathis Ihe fecretly exulted^ and had that de- ' 
pendanCe on her power of repeUii^ all the * 
Torts, come they m what fhape foever, * 
lut fhould be made againfl: her virtue, 
lat fhe thought it beneath her to behaVe • 
fo as not to be in danger of incurring • 
them, . v; ^> 

How great a pity it is, that a tv^A^ 
endued with fb many excellent quali^|3|^i 
and which had fuch exalted ideas jof^^^^ 
is truly valuable in woman kind, 
be tainted with a frailly of fo fatal 
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ture, as to expofe her to temptations, 
which if fhe were not utterly undone, it, 
muft be owing rather to the interpofition 
of her guardian angel, than to the ftrength 
of human reafon : but of that hereafter ; 
at prefent there were none had any bafe 
defigns upon her V we muft fhew what 
fuccefs thofe gentlemen ' met with^ : : who 
addrefled her with the moft pure, and ho- 
nourable intentions : of this number we- 
ihall fpeak firftof mr. Trueworth and mr.'> 
Staple •, the one, as has been already faid, 
;^eijuoufly recommended by her brother, 
' other by mr. Goodman. , ^ 

•. Staple had the good fortune (if it' 
, je called fo) to be the firft of theft 
ifva who had the opportunity of declaring 
his paflion : the journey of the other to' 
Londoa having been retarded two days* 
longer than h^ intended. \ i 

' . ' - • •" i 

This gentleman having mr. Goodman?«d 
Icav^, made a fecond vifit at his houfe.i 
Lady Mellafin and mifs Flora knowing on 
what bufinefs he was come, made an ex- 
cufe for leaving him and mifs Betfy to- 
gether. He made his addrefles to her, 
in the forms which lovers ufually obfcrve 
on- the firft declaration ; and Ihe replied to 
IpIiM he faid, in a manner not to en- 
courage 
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courage him- too much, nor yet to take 
from him all hopei 

While they: were difcourfing a footman 
came in, and told her^ a gentleman from 
Oxford defired to fpeak with jfier, having 
fome commands from her brother to de- 
liver to her. Mr. Staple luppofing they 
had bufincfs took his leave, and mr. True- 
\rorth, for it was he indeed, was intro- 
duced. 

** Madam,'* faid he, fainting her \5ith 
the utmoft refpeft, " I have many of" 
** gationstomr. Thoughtlefs; but •* 
«« whidi demands fo krge a portic. 
<* my gratitude, as the honour hc^ 
conferred upon me in prefenting y^ 
with this letter.*' To wWch ftie replied, 
that her brother muft certainly have a 
great confidence in his goodnefs, to give 
liim this trouble \ with thefe words fhe 
teok the letter out of his hand^ and hav- 
ing obliged him to feat himfelf ; ^* Yda' 
'' wiU pardon fir," faid (he, *^ the rude- 
*♦ nefs, which my impatience to receive 
^< the commands of fo nc;a^r and dear a 
*' relation makes me guilty oL"^ He 
m^de' no other anfwer tO;thefe woriis^tliafi^ 
a low bow, and fhe withdrew tcT z trtil»*> 
dow, and found the contents of her ^H^l 
ther's letter were thefe : :^lfe 
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To mifs Be^sy Thoughtless. 

* A^, dearjijier^ 

' T: S H A L L leave . Oxford tormorrbw^ 

* • m order to ocofs the jcouotry, for the 
V feat of fir Ralph Trufly, as. 1 fuppofe 
' mir. Goodman will inform you, I having 
^ wrote to him by the poft j but the nK)fl: 
^ valuable of my friends being going to 
^ . London^ and exprefling a defirc of re- 
'newingth&t acquaintance he h^ b^gun 

commence with you here, I have ta- 
the liberty of troubling him with 
'^'jlivcry of this to you. He is a 

:man whofc merits you ate yet a 

^jnger-.to^ but L have fo good an 

* opinion of your penetratic», as to be 

* confident a very little time will convince 

ou, that he is deferring all the efteem- 

1 your power to regard him with : in 

^e mean time doubt not, but you will 

:cive him as a perfon whofe luccefs, 

every thing, is much defired by him^ 

)is. 

With the tendereft good wiflie?, 
' Dear filter,, 

Yiur moft afFeftionate brother, 

« 

* F. Thowqhtless.* 
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As flie did not doubt but, by the ftile 
and manner of this letter, that it had been 
feen by mr. Trueworth, flie could not keep 
herfclf from blufliing, which he obfdrviiig 
as he fat, flattered himfelf with taking zk a' 
good omen. He had too much awe upon 
him, however, to make any declaration 
of his paflion at firft vifit, neither, indeed, 
had he the opportunity of doing it, lady 
Mellafin, and-mifs Flqra, thinking they 
had left mr. Staple and mifs fifetfy ^afuf- 
fkient tiinb together,; came into theroor* • 
the former was furprifed to. find he ■ 
gone,' and a drange gentleman in . 
place •, but mifs Flora rememb^'ing 1 
perfectly well, they faluted eaph other" 
with; the freedom of perfons who were^ 
not entire ftrangjrs, they entered" into a 
converfation, and other company coming 
in, mr. Trueworth had an opportunity of 
difplaying the fine talents he was matter 
of : his travels, — the obfervations he had 
mad^ on the curicifities hie had feen: abi^ad,' 
particularly at Rome, Florence, ^^dNa-^ 
pies, were highly entertaining- to the -eom- 
pany, on taking leave he fidld the laches, 
he hoped they would allow him. the fa- 
vour of making one at^'theif tea-l 
fometimes, while he remained in 
to which lady Mellafin and her da\ 
little fufpefting the motive he had 
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requeft, jlKhcd in afluring him, he could 
not come too often, and that they ihould 
expeft to fee him every day ; but mift 
Betiy looking on herfelr as chiefly con- 
cerned in his admiifion, nlbdeftly added to 
what they had laid, only that a peribn fo 
much, and fhe doubted not but fo juftly, 
efteemed by her brother, might be certain 
of a fincere welcome from her. 

\ ■ 

Every body was full of the praifes of 

this gentleman, and mifs Betfy, thoiigh 

^^ faid the Icaft of any one, thought her 

ther had not beftowed more on him, 

■^ he really deferved. Mr. Goodman 

-^ Jig home foon after, there appeared 

fome marks of difpleafure in his counte-* 
nance, which, as he was the belt humoured 
man in the world, very much furpf ifed thofe 
•of his family ; but the company not be- 
ing all retired, none of them feemed to 
take any notice of it, and went on with 
the converiation they were upon before 
his entrance. 

The^ vilitors, however, were no fooner 
gone, than without ttaying to be afked, 
he immediately let them into the occafion 
qE r^s being fo much ruffled : " mifs 
^,'* faid he, " you have ufed me 
^\l : 1 did not think you would: 

" have. 
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" have made a fool of nf^e in the rnanrter 
** you have done.'* " Blefs me, fir," 
cried ihe, " in what have I ofFepdcd ?" 
** You have not only offended againft me," 
anfwered. he, yery haftily, , ", but alfo, 
*,' againft your own reafon, and cppimon 
*' underftanding : you are young, 'tis 
** true, yet not fo young as not to know 
• *♦ it is both ungenerous and filly to im- 
** pofe upon your friends." " I fcorn the 
*' thought, fir, of ^impofmg upon any 
'' body," faid ihe ; " I therefor^, defire, 
*' flr, you will t^ me what you mean 
" by fo unjuft an accufation," " Urgu' 
refumed he, "I appeal to the whole woi 
** if it were well done of you to fu| 
*^ me to encourage my friend's courtflup 
** to you, when at the fame time your 
*' brother had engaged you to receive the 
" addrefles of another." 

Mifs Betfy, though far from thinking 
it a fatilt in her to hear the propofals of 
a hundred lovers, had as many offfcrcd 
themfelves, was yet a little fliocked at the 
reprimand given her by mr. Goodman 5 
ajid not being able prefently to makeaoy 
reply to what he Jiad faid, he took a fet- 
ter he had juft received from her biSdto: 
out of his pocket, and threw it - ^" 
table, with thefe words : " That will 
faid he, " whether I have not ^q 

^1 
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** refcnt your behaviour in this point.** 
Perceiving fhe was about to take it up, 
** Hold,**- cried he, *' my wife ftiall rtad 
" it,^oand be the ju<Jge between «s.** 

Lady Mellafin, who had not fpoke all 
diis time^ then took the letter, and read 
adoud the contents, which were thefe : 

To mr. Goodman. 

• Sir, 
' T^ H I S comes to let you know I havfe 

* received the remittances you were 
k|. ib obliging to fend me. I think to ftt 
msut to-morrow for L-— — e, but ihall 

^inot ftay there for any length of time': 

* my intentions for going into the af my 
« are the fame as wh^n I hA wrote to 

* you, and die more I conlider on that 
« a&ir, the more I am co^ttmed that u 

* military life i$ moft ftaiatote of any tb 

* my genius arid huna«)iur f If, therefor^, 

* voii can hear of any thing proper fdr 

s, either in the guards, 01^ in ^ jttlAlfch* 

I remment, againft I> come to town, 

lialf be infinitely thankful for the 

•uble you take in theencphy ; but, 

this is Yilot^l the faV^r I have to 

'^f you kpriifdit. iV gentleman of 

'*4oftunii, " and charadter, has feen 

^•-j likes her, and is going to 

' London 
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London, on no other bu{me& than to 
msJce his. addreflcs to her. I have al- 
ready wrote to her on this lubjedl, and 
I believe Ihc will pay fome regai^d to 
what I have faid in his behalf. I am 
very well aflUred flic never can have a 
more advantageous offer, as to ius cir- 
cumftances, nor be united to a man of 
more true honour, morality, and fweet- 
nefs of difpofition '•, all which I have had 
frequent occalions of being an eye-wit- 
nefs of: but fhe is young, gay, and as jret, 
perhaps, not altogether lb capable as I 
could wilh of knowing what will make 
for her real happinefe •, I therefore intreai 
you, fir, as the Jong experienced fniit^ 
of our fitjnily, to forward this match, 
both by your advice, and whatever clfe 
is in your power, which certainly will 
be the gircateft a£t of gooBnefa you can 
confer on her, as well as the higheftob- 
U^tion to a brother^ who uiiriflics ndthing 
more'thaa to. fee; rhferi fecuredifr6m:all 
temptations, and . v^l fcttkd> in the 
world. ;I aiii; • i' r* * , •: : ' 



-^> 



• With the greateft refpefl?,^ r 
^ : » Aad moft oWi^nt" ip^^' - 
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* P. S. I had forgot to inform you, fir, 

* that the n^^ of the gentleman, I take 
^ the libera of i re.commending with fo 

* much warmt^, ,is Trueworth ; that he 
. * is d^fcend^B^ frpH? ^ aiicient Britons 
. * by die /ather^s fide> and by the mo- 

* therms from the honourable and well 

* known Oldcaftle's, in Kent/ 

;. ;f* 6, fye mils' ;Betfy," faidjady Mdk- 
iffkj [^ how could y9\i ferve mr. Goodinian 
5* ;fo ?, rWhat will mr. Staple fay, when he 
f^^^^cppies tp know he was encouraged to 
^ij^^cpurt a woman tha-t was already pre-enr 
itr . cr^tsN>A »> w Pre-engaged, piadam,^* 




cried mifs Betfy, in ^,fcfixr\f]A tone, 
f «j J what tp a. ^an I never . faw but thret 

*5;t|"^^^ ^ ^'^y whol? life, and whofe 
** mouth never uttereci a fyllable of Ipve 
<• to me." She was going on, but nuv 
Qoodxnan, who was ftiU in .a grp at t^eat, 
is^rraptdl her, faying, y " Noj; matter 
^^-^lirhether he has ut^ei^sd anf things K>f th? 
^«< bufinds or noj;, .ift ^em$ you are enough 
M acquainted wit^ his fentiments,^ and I 
*• doubt not but he knows you are, or he 
>*, wovild not have taken i journey rtp l^nt^ 
^ (Apn. on your accpunt. You oug^t there>- ' 
"^ ,to have told me of his^ fpniing^ 
\ifhsit your brother had y^ri^e ^ omv 
oltig him, and I 0k)uld th^n* hav^ 
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" let mr. Staple know it would be to no 
• ' purpofe to make any couttfhi^ to yeu, 
**' as I did to another juft before I cime 
" home^r who I find has Jakeii a ghat 
" fency ' to you ; but I havfe givien him 
^« his arifweri for my part I do n6t un- 
♦''' derftahd this way of makirfg gentle- 
*< men lole their time.'* : . ^ 

• • • • ■ 

•Tis probable thefe laft words netded 
itiifs. 6etfy niore than all the rcift he had 
fiM'i (tit imagiiied herfelf fedire' 6f<flifc 
hearts of both Tniewoftfi and Staple; but 
was vexed to - the heart to have Ibft^tte 
addrefles of a third admirer, through tfe 
fcftipteufnefi of mr. Goodman, vm^^fim 
tooted UJie^l to ha?sre nothttig to do With 
her kffairs'ihHhiS'^artidjla? :•' file w^^'^too 
cunnin^i'liowfever, tO' lek hiitf fee^^'^bat 
her thoughts were on that pcc^on, a: 
only faid th^t he might do as he pl^aSt 
/-^ that flha 'did^ ilot #ant^ a hBfBand-; 
that all^rAen weie ailke^W hcf :^ 
iidd«i, th^t k fei*tteff^fttarige to te 
a yoeng wdttlirf'wTib rlj^^h^' it?rtiiHi 
make iilight not bfe aflbwW^^ittf 
the different pfojpofilsfhdulij^Bg iflm 
iieroii'that icore, and ^ivith*tfiefe '"k* 
fiiir^' out df -the ft^- Mi ij- 
fetollfer chamber,'- ndf^.WodTd:Wi- 
isprti^td ^comc :'d^;i • ^Mfe 'M 
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imfelf, repenting he had faid fo much, 
ailed to her for th«t purpofe. 



C H A P. XVI. 

^refents the reader ivith the name and 
character of mifs Betfy's third lover ^ 
and alfo with fome other particulars^ 

rHOUGH lady Mellafm had fecmed 

to blame mifs Betfy^ for not having 

ommunicated to mr. Goodman what -her 

brother wrote to her in relation to mn 

Prueworth, yet in her heart fhe was far 

rom being averfe to her receiving a plu- 

•ality of lovers, becauf^ whenever that 

'dung lady Ihduld fix her choice, there 

ra$ ^ poffibility fome one or other of 

hpfe Ihe rejefted might tranfmit his ad- 

litfl^ to her daughter, whom, (he was ex- 

rejS^y defirous of getting married, and 

ia|| jieycr yet been once foUicited on ho- 

tiijjic^t:^ 'terms : — flie therefore jold her 

^•^^^l9>:that he. ought not to hinder mifs 

fron> hearing what every gentleman 

piBSbr, to the end jhe might accept 

^"^']m<|,ttie profpedt of riiott advan- 
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Mr. Goodman in dus, as 'in every thing 
elfir, fufFered himfelf to be direfted by her 
judgment, and the next nlorhiiig, when* 
mifs Betfy came down^.^ talked to her widi 
his ufual pleafentry. • ^* '\Veil/' faid he, 
"'.have you forgiven my ill humour laft 
" night ? I was. a little vexed to think 
** 'my friend Staple h^d fo poor a chance 
•« fur gaining you, and the moffe fb be- 
*' caufe Frank Thpughtlefs.will ^ake it ill 
<*^of me, that 1 have dcme amr^ thing in 
<* oppbiititm- to the perfon he recom- 
<• mends i but you • muft aft as you 
«^ pleafc^; fqr my part I fhall ttofC/mcddle 
«* any farther in thefc affairs. ' 

" Sir;'* replied fhifs Betfy*, vipry^gfjcvel; 
** I fhalj 'always be thankfiif to m^^cni 
*^ for their advice, and whtticverl tt^ 
«' * feriouflf of a hufband ffidjj nc^t fsdf^ 
^' intreat yours in mjr chpice^i' hxtt^* iif 
tinned fhe, ^^ one would im&j^ie "my-f 
♦« ther, by writfaig fo preiBShgly' to'^ 
*' wanted to hurry me intn Ha .mii 
^' whether I would -or no j and thOQ^ 
«« have a^ much regard fot^hari,'^ 
^ fifter can pr ought tb have^ y^^ .^/ 
** never be prevaffcd uponby hiiT 
^« ter into a ftate to which at 
^ have rather an laverfiQn^diaiiJn'"* 
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. .• -■ / \ 

«* That is/- faid mr. Goodman, ** y^ 
" have, rather .^ ^verfion, than an ineU- 
" natipA* to, $he perfons who addrcfi 
" ycpu on th^tufc^ /^ Np, fir," an^r 
fw^red, (he, -i* not .at all ; the pprfons and 
<=« behavioui:, both of mr. Trueworth and 
" ;nr. Staple^ appear to me to be iinex- 
" ceptionsble ^ but fure one may allow a 
*' man tot have merit, and be pleafed with 
*' nis .Qonverfatipn, withoot defiring to be 
« tacked to him for ever. I » verily be- 
** ^evie \ fli^lueveSr be J in love % but? if I 
*' .am„ it muft ,be a long length oi' time, 
*« land 9i ' fejtie3 of perfcverii|g afliduities 
" nwfli: make me fo." 



> ' 



jM^^i^oOdman told her,, thefe were only 

bu^ftftoJpjEe^ time would cure he^ of- 

BJt Jeply JJU& Betfy would have made 

%c^j[pm^ for the difcourfe was inter- 

'^;fcy;ft f96t&ah(idfilivci:iang;a letter to 

'4jvtech ifee foiindthdc lines. : 

^iW&jiii^ Thoughts - 



r .4-^ 



courtier,— no beau, '— and . 
^iifeiii&. had but litde comjtnu- 
with youi: icx V but I ^am hcMjeft 
•r^ and you may depend on 
K 2 t the 
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* the truth of what I fay.' I have, hea- 
^ven be praifed, ^cquftd a very large 
fiytune, and for fome- time have had 
thoughts of marrying, to the end I 
might have a- fon to enjo^ the fruit of 
my labours, . after I am food either for 
the filhes, or thd worms : '^^ it is no 
great matter which of thbm: Nbw^ I 
have been wiftied to feveral fine women, 
but my fancy gives the p*eference to 
you ; and if you can like me as weli^ 
we fliall be very happy together; I 
fpoke to your guardian yefterdiy,, for I 
love* to be abovcr board; but hfc fcemcd 
to lour,»or, as we fay at fea, to be4 little 
hazy on the matter, fo I thought 1 
would trouble him no farther, but write 
direftly to you. I hear there are two 
about you ; but what of that ? I have 
doubled the Cape of Good Hctoe many 
a time, and never failed of reacmng my 
intended port, I therefore fee no caufe 
why I ihould apprehend a wreck bf 
land I am turned of eight ^d f^ttf^ 
'tis true, which may-be you may tl^n* 
too old ; but I rauft tell you, dear pre 
one, that I have a conftitution th^ -^ 
wear out twenty of your wafliy painp^ 
landmen of not half my age. 1* 
ever your fortune is I will ietde ^ 
dingly, and moreover will too^ 
t thi^ ha^dfome to you at my ^ 
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irt q^e you f^ould chance to be the 
longeft liver. I know you young \eo- 
men do not care a min fliould have any 
tWng under your hand, fo expeft no an* 
fwcrv but defirc you will confider on 
my prbpofals, and let me know your 
mind this evening ^t five o'clock, when 
I fhall come to mr. Goodman's, let him 
take it how he will. I can weather our 
any ftorm to come at you, and fmccre- 
ly am, 

* Dear Soul, 

* Your moft faitliful, 

. * And affc6Honate Ipvef , 

■ • ' ; . • J.Hysom/ 



I 
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, « 



There were fortic p^iflages m this letter 
that fet mifs Betfy intofuch immoderate 
fits of liaughter, a^ made her a long time 
going through it. HDaving finifhedthe 
^g^ Ihp turned to mti Goodman, imd 
bdug it into his han^s, *^' Be pleafed, 
^, to^ead that," faid fhe, *' youlhall 
^n, at leaft, that I do not make a fe- 
lt of all my lovers to you.'* Mr. 
man foon looked it overj and after 
ing it to her, " How trqublefomc a 
)g it is," faid he,: "to, be the guar- 
• -^ a beautiful young lady ! whether 

K ^ ''I 
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.*< I grant, oi* wKether I rffiife the tohfent 
•* required of me, I equally gain iltwill 
•• from one fideorthi other.'?' ' V 



Lady Melhfin, who had all tigs ntoh- 
ing complaSned of a violent he^drach, dnd 
faid nothing during this converfatioYi, now 
cried out, " What new conqUeft is this 
** mifs Betfy has made?** '^ O, madain, 
replied mifs Betfy, *' your ladyfhip ftiall 
•' jddge ,of the value of -it^ i t>y= the 
** doughty epiftle I have juft ifettiVed/' 
With thefe words (he gave the letter to 
mifs Flora, defiring her to read it aloud, 
which fhe did, but was 5)bliged, as mifs j 
Betfy herfelf had done, to ftop fever^l 
times, and Jiold- hep iid^s, before ihe got 
to the roncjufion, and lady Mellafin, as 
littld as 4ht was then inclined to mirth, 
could not forbear, fmiling at hearing the 
manner in which this declaratioh of love * ' 
was pernied. ** You are all very rtierry,** 
faid mr. Goodman, "but I can tetl you, 
^ capt^n Hyfom i$ a match that iri^y 
•^ a fine lad^ in this town would jun^'lt; 
*^ he has bfeen twenty-five years in tBe ftr- 
vice of the Eaft:-India company, Iws 
made very fuccefsful voyages, ahcTjs 
^* immenfely rich ; he has livtd at " 
•* indeed, the greateftpart of hisli 
" much politenefs cannot be expe< 
*• hini I but he is a very honeft ; 
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<« lured man, and I believe means well. 
«* I wifh he had offered himfelf to Flora.'* 
*« Perhaps, fir, I Ihould not have, refufed 
him," replied Ihe, brifldy -, *.' I (hould 
like a hufband prodigioufly that would 
*^ be abroad for three whole years toge- 
** ther, and leave me to bowl about in 
«* my coach and fix, while he ploughed 
*** the ocean in fearch of new treafures tq 
*^ throw into my lap at his return." 

"'Well, well,** faid mifs Bctfy, laugh- 
ing ftiU mo|;e, " who knows but wherj I 
** have teized him a little, he may fly for 
•* ftielter to your more clement goodnefs.'* 
^* Aye ! aye,** cried mr. Goodman, " y^u 
•* are a couple of mad-caps, indeed, and 
•* I ilippofe between you both the captain 
^* win be finely managed •, but no matter, 
"^^ I fliall not pity him, as I partly told 
'^^^ him what he might cxpeft.** 

After this mr. Goodman went out, and 

tie young ladies went up to dtefs agalhfl: 

' iner, diverting themfelves all the time 

^h the poor captain*s letter. Mi6 Betfy 

1 mifs Flora, that as he was for coming 

ifreftly to the point, flie muft ufe all 

artifice, in cyder to keep him in fiif- 

-•- ; ^^ for,**-faid ftie, « if I fliould M 

* know any part of my real ftriti- 

"" concerning ,him^ be would be 

K 4 ** gone 
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** gone at once, and we fhould lofe all 
•' our fport : I will, therefore," continued 



4i 
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fhe, " make him believe, that I dare not | \ 
openly encouragg his pretenfions, be- 
caufe my brother had recommended one 
gentleman to me, and mr. Goodman 

" another ; but ftiall aflure him, at the 
fame time, that I am inclined to neither 
of them, and (hall contrive to get rid 
of them both, as foon as pofllble : this^" 

faid (he, '^.wijl keep him in hopes, with- 

" out my downright promifing any thing 

•Mn his particular favour." 

M!fs Flora told her, fhe was a perfcft 
Machiavel in love affairs, and was about 
to fay fomething more, when a confufed 
found of feveral voices, among which ihe 
diftingui(hed that of lady MeUalihr very 
loud, made her run down flairs to* 
lee what was the occafion ; but mi(s Betfy 
flayed in the chamber, being bufily em- 
ployed in fomething belonging to Ijer 
drels, or had fhe been lefs engaged, it is 
not probable fhe would have troubled her- 
felf about the matter, as fhe fuppoTed it 
only a quarrel between la^y Mellafin, and 
fome of the fervants, as in efFe(5l it.w*' 
and (he, without afking, was imme^ 
inforn;ed. : ^' 
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Nanny, the upper hcnife-maid, and tHe 
fame who" had dehvered mr. Saving*s let;- 
ter to mift Betfy, and carried' her anlwer' 
to him, coming ujjfwith a, broom in her 
hand, in order to fweep her lady*s dref- 
fing-room, ran into the chamb^ of mifs 
Betfy; ahd fedng that fl^« was alone,. ** 6 
*«' mifs!*' fard me, ••there ii the devil' to 
♦* do' below/" " I heard a fad nbife, in^ 
-•* deed,** faid fhe carelefly. **^ Why you 
***' miift' know, miis,'' cried the maid, 
H that my lady had'given John the but; 
•• ferwatnihg-, and ft his fime^b^bg^ upl 
*« mrs. Prinks {lad' orders to pay Mm^ off 
•«, this inpmingy but wouM have Ttopped 
'•* thirty fluBings for a fiTver orange ftrarner- 
*^ diat is miffing* John would not alto^ 
^^* -it/ and beingin a^paffibn, told mrsl. 
•* Prinks, that he would not leave the 
«%h9\ifc without his full wages ;. thac^'for 
**^ ' ahy ' %hihg he kncvSr the* ftralnef might 
•^••fce goite after the diamond necklace. 
Thit^I fuppofe fhe repealed to my l^dy^ 
and that piit her in {x^ ill a humour 
iS&i morning, 'that if my mailer jha^ 
ttgtxonie down' as^ he* dt^y we 'iRbtil^ 
gffl^ have , had fomething at our head^. 
^ fwtv^l** Continued the 'v(rfehch, *' Ihe 
■ered mrs. Prinks to give hrm his 
'^Ic money ; but, woula you believe 
-nife-? My maftet wfe no fopner 

K 5 •^gonc 
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" gone out, than fhe came down into the 
f * icitchen raving, and finding John there 
*' ftill, (i^e poor fellow, Go4 knows, only 
** ftayed to take his leave of us,) flie tore 
.** about, ai^jd fwore ^ Ihould all go ; ac- 
*^ cufed one: of one ming, and another of 
•« another." " Well, but what did the fel- 
** J6w mean about the diariiond hecklace ?" 
critd miis Betfy, interrupting her. "I 
;** will tell you the whole ftory,** faidihe, 
** but you muft promife never to Ipeak a 
^* word of it to any body -, for tliough I 
l^ do not value the place, nor will,ftay 
*' much longer 5 yet ttey yp^i not give 
^* one a character, you .laxci^i^A miils/.* 

Mifs Betfy theff having affured her, Ac 
would never mention it, the odxer tot 
door, .and went on in a very low voice> 
in this manner* . r 
' ■ ■ ' . ■ * 

* Don*t VQU remember, mifs/ J&id ihe, 

* what a ftm^ry my laSy. andtprs.. P^ink* 

* were in one day? Kow herjpadjQiip 

* pulled QjfF all her fine clo^ths,^ pid ^ey 
< both went out in a hacknej^j coajch ; 

* then mrs. Prinks, c^me home*, and went 

* out agaui r* < Yes,; ;:epUe^ m^ ^Fh 

* I took notice they were l)oth! ^ a ga» 

* deal of confufiotfi/ ^ Aye/ mii^-j^ffl 
^ they mightj,* faid Nannj ; « thatvj 

' ^S?^9ft Im^ wa3^ne tso fee a. ' 
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* that keeps a pawn-broker?s Ihop ia 

* Thieving-lane, and as he was fitting in 

* a little room behind the counter^ that 

* it feems fhuts in, mth-gWs. doors, %vha 

* ihould be fee thr<^gh the window, but 

* mrs. Prinks come in; jQbe brought my 
« lady^s diamond necklace, and pledged 
« it for a hunjjred arid twenty, or a hun- 

* dred and thirty guineas, I, am not fui*e 

* which he told me, for I. have the fad- 

* deft memory ; but it is no matter for 
\ ^at. John . was . ftrangely confounded^ 

* as you may think, but reiblved to fee 
} into the bottom, and when mrs. J?rinka 

* ,w^ got into the, coach, , popped up be- 
« bind it, and,got dQwn when it%)pped, 

.* which was at the figff of the hand and 
« tipftaff in,Knaves-^cre ; fo that this mo- 

* my w^s r^ijfed , to get fomebody that 

* was ^arretted oait of the bailiflf^'s hands, 

* for John faid, it was what they call a 
^.fpufigii^-houfe that mrs. Prinks went 

* intoi. jCordf how deceitful fome people 
> arc, , my . poor mafter little thinks how 

* his money goes ; but TJl warrant our 

* houfe-keepmg muft fuffer foar.this.* 

* This gofliping young huffey would have 

run on much longer, doubtlefs, with her 

conunen^:^n thiE affair ; but hearing 

^^s^JBaMs Flora^foot uppn the ftairs,, fhe left 

€3M^-^ and opening 4ii?^ door^^jfcftly ffipt in- 

^VlL^^^*^ to 
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to her lady's drefling-room, and fell to , 
work in cleaning it. 

Mifs Flora came up, exclaiming on the ■ 
ill behaviour of n<|ft fervants, telling 
mifs Betfy what a paCTion her mamma 
had been in. The other made little an- 
fwer to what fhe faid on that or any 
other fcore, having her thoughts very* 
much taken up with the account juft gi- 
ven her by Nanny \ fhe recollefted that 
lady Mellafin had never drefled fince tllit 
day, always making fome cxcufe to av^ni 
paying any grand vifits, which Ihe now 
doub^ not but it was becaufe ihe Ihad 
not hCT necklace.^ It very much amazed 
her, as flie well knew her ladyfhip was never 
without a good deal of ready cafh, there- 
fore was certain the fum muft be large in- 
deed, for which her friend was arrefte^, 
that it reduced her to the neceffity of ap- 
plying to a pawn-broker,, and who th 
friend could be for whom ihe would' th 
demean herfelf, puzzled her extrerbel 
It was not long, however^ .before flie i 
let into the fecret, but in the mean tl 
other matters of more moment ^ "^ 
treated on. . 



^ 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Is of lefs importance than the former^ 
yet muji not be omitted. 

\ T ADYMellafin having vented her fpleen 
on thofe, who by their ftatioi^^ were 
obliged to bear it, and the obje^ ^ k 
removed out of the houfe, became ex- 
tremely chearful the remaining part'bf ^ the 
day. The fafhion in which it might be 
' fupJ)ofed mifs Betiy would be accj|^cd by 
her tarpaulin enamorato, and the rccq>- 
tion fhe would give his paflion, occafioned 
a great deal of merriment^ and even mr. 
Goodm^n^ feeing hi& dear wife took part 
in it, would fometimes throw in his jok^. 

" Well> well," cried mifs Betfyr to 
heighten the diverfion, " what will you 
M Sy now, if I fliould tak^ a fancy to the 
« captain^ fo far as to prefer him to any 
« of thofe wj^^ thitfik it worth their white 
** ta foUicit me on the fcore of love ?" « 

I <* This is iquite ungenerous in you,^ 
'^ed mifs Flora, ** did you not promife 
^^jto turn the captain over to me,, when 
)U had done with him." — "That 

^ may 
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«« may not happen a great while," replied 
the other •, " for I affure you I have feen hiili ^ 
•« three or four times, when he has called 
** here on bufmefs to mr, Goodman, and 
** think to part with a lover of his for- 
*« midable afpeft -wbuld be to deprive 
•« myfelf of the moll confpicuous ot my 
*< whole train of admirers ; —.but fup- 
«< ppfe," continued fhe, in the. fame gayy 
ftrain, ^* I refign to you mr. Staple qr^ 
•* mr. TruewQith, would not that do as 

V well ?'• 

w po not put me in the head of either 
•* pf them,' I b^fecch you>" faid n^fs Flora> 
^^ forrfear I fhouM think too feriouffy on 

V t^c matter, *and it ihould not be ijx 
5* youi^ J)ower to oblige me*** 

•' AU that muft be left to 1:hance,*' 
cried mifs Betfy ; *' but lb far I dare pro- 
" mjfe YOl;^, as, to do enougjh to ij^ake 
*^ them neartil^ weary of their courtfliip 
*" to me, and ^t lijberty to make dieir aq- 
** drefles ^fewhere." 

g After ^this they fell into fome convqif- 
fation concerning the merits of the twa 
laft mentioned gentlemen : — r they .allow- 
ed inr. Staple to have the fineft face^ a^ 
that mr. Trueworth was the beft Ihai 
^jihd< had tjht moft graceful w in^ 
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thing he did : — mr. Staple had an infi- 
/lity of gaiety, both in his look and beha- 
viour : — mr. Trueworth had no lefs of 
Tweetnels, and * if his deportment feemed 
fomewhat too ferious for a man of his 
years, it was well atoned for by the ex- 
cellence of his underftahding. — • Mi:& 
JFlora however faid, upon the whojc^ that 
^Tioth of thcrii were charming men, and 
^lady Mellafin added,' that it was a great 
pity either of them Atoutd luive be{bovr^ 
his heart where there was ib little liWefi- 
hood of ever receiving any recompence.— 
*« Why fo, my dear," cried iftr.rGood- 
xpai^, «* if i^y pi;et;ty chasgp is at ^prefent 
J" in a humour.^tjo. make as many fppla as 
•« j(Kc CM in tli^ , w t^ope^flie is not 
" determined tpJead apes in another i-r 
** \ warrant Ibe y^S^ change hdr mind.pnc 
•« time or other. -^ I only witti Ihe may 
not, as .the oJd4aymg.i^i sout-ftarid hsx 
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"Vy^hile t|iey were tj^gs difirsc^rJing^ a 
fcrvant, brought a ^Ijptter i^^x^ mr^ Staglo^ 
direflted to mifs Betfy T|i9ughtl^fs3j^ n^F^ 
was immediately deliyerefi ^* t^; T^i^* 
ibemg told from wlience it came„ gaiire itta 
mr. Goodman, faying, ** I ihail make no 
•^f/eiCT-etof die contents,— ther^orei dear 
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Mr. Goodman fhook his head at tlie 
Kttlc fenfibility ftic teftified of his friend's 
devoirs, but laid nothing, being wilting 
to gratify the curiolity he doubted not 
but they all were fai, mifs Bttfy herfetf 
not excepted, as carelefs as Ihe affcfted to 
be, which he did by reading in an audible 
voice thefe lines : / 

To the moft amiable and moft accom^ 

pliflied of her fcx. 

* Madanff 

IF the face Be the index of the mfncf, 
(as I think one of our bcft poets takes 
upon him 'to aflert) your fdiil muft cer- 
tainly be all made up of harmony, and 
confequently take delight in what has 
fo great a 'fimilitude of its own heavenly 
nature, -i-^'l flatter myfelf, therefore, you 
will not be offended that I prefiimc to 
intrcat ypu will grace with your pre- 
fence, a piece of mufic^. coiiipofed by 
the fo juftly celebrated fignor fionancini,. 
and I hope yfUl have juftice dohe it in 
the performance, -^they being the bcft 
hanfls. in town that are employed. ' * 

a • ; ' ' r f . •-. r- 

' : i . - . I . ly .^ V. . .Ik,. 

* I do nlyfetf the honour to- ihclo|c 
• ticfcfets fo^ the ladies of mr. ^GooJmi ''' 
:^ family^ and beg leave to wait on-^y 
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* this afternoon, in die plcafmg expefta- 
' tion, not pnly of being permitted to at- 
' tend you to the concert, but alfo of an 

* opportunity of renewing thoft humble 
Vand fincere profeffions I yefterday be- 

* gan to. make, of a paffion, which orily 
' charms fuch as yours could have the 
' power of infpirirtg in any heart, and can 

* be felt by none with greater warmth, 
' zeal, tendernefs, and refpeft, than by 

* that of him who is, and ever muft: be, 

* Madam, 
J Your'moft paflionatc, 

* And moftfaithful admirer, * 

* T. Stapi*^. 

< P. S. If there are any- other ladks of 

W acquaintance, to whom you think 
aitertainment may be agreeable, 
be pleafed to make the invitation, -?- 
J ihall bring tickets with me to ac- 
commodate whoever you^hoofe -to 
accompany you. — Once inpft I be- 
feech you, madam> to believe me as 
above, 

♦ Yours, &c.' . 
^ Mr. 



1^ 



aio. ITJfe HISTORY of 






Mr* (Rodman had fcarce fimihed read- 
ing this* .letter, when lady Mdlafm and 
her daughter both cried out, at the fame 
time, ff O mils Betfy, — how unlucky 
•' thisi happens : — what will you do with 
*' the captain now ?" 

" We will take him with us to the 
** concert," replied fhe ; — ** and in my 
•^ opinion nothing could have fallen dut 
" more .fortunately, — The captain has 
*^ appointed to vifit me at five, — mr. 
•^ Staple will, doubtle6, be here about 
** that time, if not before, in order to 
*• ulher us to the entertainment, fo that 
** iriy/tar canhot-€3q>cft any anfwef from 
*• me to his letter, and confequendy I 
^ Ihall gaih time." 

Though mr. Goodman was far from 
approving this way of proceediMMf et he 
could not forbear fmiling witn^ve reft, 
at mifs Betfy's contrivance, and tol^ her, 
it was a pity fhe was liot a man, (he 

would have made a rare minifter of ftate. 

♦ 

" Well, fince it is fo," faid lady JMel- 
kfm, " I will have the honour of com- 
" plimenting the captain with the ticket 
** mr. Staple^ intended for me/* B6A 
tnifs Flora and mifs Betfy preflM ^; 






Iadyflii|) to be of their company, .and mr. 
<3bodmajfi' ^ewiffe endeavoured to per- 
fwade her' to gov butf flie excufed herfelf,^ 
faying, *' A coAcert was never among 
*' thfe liumber of thbfe fenti^kainments flie 
^' took pleafure in :" on which they left 

, off fpeakipg any farther on it;— but njifs 
Betfy was not at a lofs in her pwn liiind to 
guefs the true re^fon of her ladyfliip's^e- 
fufal, and looked on it as a coilfirmatjon 

' *of the, truth of'\}rhitI^anhy had t 
concerning the dikiiibnd necklace, ' ' . 

, Thefc fcenjied, . |iotwithftanding, , qnc 

diffitiilty Ml r^^nin^ for mifs Betfy ^ to 

• ' feetfover i ?^ich was^ t^e pr9babilijcy , of 

;^mr/ True^ortK*s making Iter a"^ viflt t|>at 

tftdhi^ii*^ thopie tt) le^ve 

• ^K'td go to Ahe cdnceh, n61- yet to alk 

hitn to acfconipany thdm to it, becayfe 

Jhe thought it would be eafy ^ for a ' n^au 

of his ^netration to difcoiver that xpr. ♦ 

Staple was his rival ; which flie was Jby 

no mc^s willing' he fliould do before ^he 

had madc'a detlarktitih to her of his own 

paffion. 

She was beginning to confider how flie 
fhould manage in a point, which fhe 
lipoloed upon as pretty* delicate, when a^, 
lettiet from that gentleman eafed k^^^mf^ 
? ifi tfae apprdienfion^ flie at preieht^P^ 
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6n his fcore. — The fnaimer in which he 
exprcfled himfelf was as follows : 

To mifs 5eisv Thou6||ti.e^ 

« Madam, ' ! ' • " " ' 

T Remember (as what caii be forgot m 
•■■ which you have the leaft concern) 
that the firft time I had the honour of 
feeing you at Oxford, you feemed ta 
take a gr^at deal of plcafure in the pretty 
tricks of a fquirrcl, which a lady in the 
company had on her arm : -— one of 
thofe animals (whicli they tell me has 
been lately catched) happening to fall 
in my way, I take the liberty of pne- 
fenting him to you, intreating you will 
permit hini to give you fuch aiverfion 
as is in hii power. — ^^Were the little 
denizen of the webds endued with any 
fhare of human reafon> how happy wo" 
he think himfelf in the lofs of his libel 
and how hug thof^ chains which ct^"' 
him to fo glorious a iervitude**, , 

* I had waited on you in peribn, ir 

* hope of obtaining pardon for appr© 

* ingyou with fo trifUng an offering.^j 

* am deprived (jf that fatisfaftion 
nrellmg coqimands of an old au*' 

moti my pafling this . evcni 
' licr : — hut what need is there , 
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* logize fob die abfence of a perfon fo 

* little known to you, and whofe fenti- 

* ments a^e yet lefs fo ? I rather ought to 

* fear that the frequency of thofe vifits I 

* fhall' hereafter niilce, may be looked 

* lipbn as tiking too jptefuming an id- 

* vaittagcf of the permiflion you have . been 

* lo gQod \6 gi re me. I will not, hbw- 

* ever, anticipate fogreat-^ misfortune, but 

* endeavour to prevent it by proving, by 

* all the ways I. am able, that I, am, ^ 

* With the moft profound fubmiflibn, 

< Madam, 
* Your very humble, obedient, 
* And eternally devoted fervant, 

! r * C. TitUEWORTH.* 

Mifs Betfy j after having read this letter, 
ordered the perfon who bfoUght it ihould 
come ia^otheijarlpwr; on which he do 
livened tp her: t^ pitferi^ mentdoned in 
the letter, wb^ch Ihe received with i, grtaf; 
deal of fweetnefe, gaVt the fettow fotffl^ 
thmg tg drink hgr Jiealth, _aod fcnt her 
fy^ic^ to his m^&j, with thanks, midtan 

\f9fiCfi that flie . ihoul4 be ^jaAjo .fee 
fheiiever it fai|e^> ^ with y*^^^^^ 
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AH the ladies tben began to examine 
the fqu;rrel,' which was, doubtlels^ the 
mpit htmiifxil crp^ztijxi of its kind,, th^ 
could be ]E)ur(;haied*: »the, cKiuq, , wjiich; 
fafter>'ed it to . its/^abitation, * v^ gold, -the 
links v?;iy thicti^ |n3 curiroly wrought. 
— Eyeiy one aomured the elegance pfthe 
donor's tafte, , 

Mifs 'Betly herfelf was charrtied to an 
cxcefs, l?pth with . thiP^ letter and the pre* 
fent ; but as much as fhe was pleafed with 
the refpeftful paflkSri of mh Trueworth, 
Ihe couid^ not find in her heart to think 
of parting with the afliduitles of mr. Staple, 
nor evcii the blunt addrefles 'of/ captain 
Hyfom, at leift 'till* fhe had exercifed 
airthcpowcr her1)^uty gave her over 
them. 

As^ the two laft ' iftentioned gehi3e|inen 
were the friends cof.^rl-^obcimafli^ W': 
went bmcfoniewhat W the' l^r ta j^ 
wh|di xitlifef . dfo'd^^ wa^l exp'e^Jted iS^'J 
corfl, choofing ti6t ^O^^f^m to kiipw wliil'j^ 
it was not in his '^wer to ameiid^^ a^$ 
deter ibined, as he- 'had pfomifed- 
Betfy, ti^ to mt(Mer& betWeen hfer ' 
.^ — "^-»^ Who prckei^dto coiSHf-K 
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Thefe two lovers came to the door at 
the fame time, and mr. Staple faying to 
the footman that opened the door^j .that 
he' was come to wait on mUsBetfy. — "^I 
" wantf to fpeak with thar young gentle- 
** woman too," cried the captain, " if 
" fhe be at leifure : — tell her my name • 
"isHyfom.** 

Mr. Staple was Immediately fh^ed up 
into the dining-room, and <he captain in 
the parlour, 'till'mlfe Betfy ihould be told 
his name : " That Ipark," faid he to him- 
felf, " rfind is known here, I fuppofe he 
** is one of thofe mr. Goodman told me 
*' of, that has a mind to mifs Betfy ; but 
*' as (he knew I was to be here, I think 
^' (he might ' have left fotne orders con- 
** cerning me, and hot made ihe wait till 
*' that young gew-gaw had Ipoke his 
** mind to her," 



Th^feHQW hot*coxning dbwn uiOT 
atdyi h^'grew very angry, and begap to 
call and knock wim his cane againft the \ 
fioot^ which, it may be eafily imagine49 • 
gj^yc fbrne (pbr^ to thofe abqve. — Mifs 
B^yV,; ho^?ter,' having, told mr. Staplje 

Ptchzi?l&ki ^^ diy^r- ^ 

e intended^ to make of his pretef|ii»i 
■^1^ would hot vex liixii too much, and 

to 
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to atone for having made him attend fo 
long, went to the top of the ftairs her- 
fclfT and defired him to walk up. 

The reception fhe gave him was full of 
aU\he fwcetnefs Ihe could affume^ and 
excufed having made him wait, and laid 
the blame on the fervant, who, fhe pre- 
tended, could not prefentiy recoiled: his 
name : — this put lum into an exceeding 
good humour, . " Nay, fair lady," faid he, 
*' -as to that I have flayed much longer 
*' fometimes, before I could get to the 
*' fpeech of fome people, who I have not 
*' half the refped: for as I have for you ; 
** — but you know," continued he, giv- 
ing her a kifs, the fmack of which might 
be heard three rooms off, *' that I have 
** bufmefs with you, — bufinefs that re* 
" quires difpatch, and that made me a 
^« little impatient/* 

AH the company had much ado to re- 
frain laughing .out-right, but mifs Bcdy 
kept her countenance to a miracle, *^^e, 
" will talk of bufinefs another time," 
faid (he, ♦* we are going to hear a fine qa- 
« tertainment of mufick ; — you muft Adt, 
** refufe giving us your company, — r ladj 
** Mellafin has got a ticket On pi 
" for you. i— " I am very nauth<)i^ 
** to her ladyfhip,'* replied the ca] 
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«^ but I do not know whether mr. Good-0 
^ man may think well of it or not ; for 
*« he would fain have put me off from* 
« vifiting his charge here. — - I foon 
*' found by his way of fpeaking the wiqd 
*' did not fet fair tor me from that quar- 
" ter, fo tacked about, — fhifted my 
" fails, and flood for the port directly ^'V 

** MknfuUy rcfolvcd, indeed!" faidmn 
Staple ; " but I hope, captain, you hare 
" kept a good look-out, in order to avoid 
** any fhip of greater burthen, that might 
" elfe chance to overfet you.*' — Oh, fir ! as 
** to that,*' replied tte captain, ** you 
** might have ipared yourfelf the trouble 
*' of giving me this caution, there are 
*' only two fmall pinks in my way, and. 
*' they had beft fland dear, or I fhall run 
*« foul on them/* 

Thotigh mn Staple had been apprized 

before-hand of the captain's pretences, and 

that mifs Betfy intended to encourage 

them only by way of amufement to her- 

^''^^ and friends, yet the rough manner in 

"H his rival had uttered thefe words ^ 

?ht the blood into* his -cheeks, whicK 

lUafin perceiving, and feeing 

*• was began in jeft might ^fthc 

le OTore ferrous than cdiil^ofe 

rntfd the converfation, ^n^^tifr^ 

JL dreflltig 
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^^[^drefling herfelf to the captain, on the fcore 
of what he had faid concerning jpM*. Good- 
$ man, made many apologies for her hus- 
band's behaviour in this point : *— aflured 
him, that he had not a more fincere friend | 
in the world, nor one who would be more 
ready to ferve him, in whatever was in ' 
his power. 

The captain had a fund of great good- 
nature in his heart, but was fomewhat too 
much addifted to paffion, * and frequently 
apt to relent without a caufe, but when 
once convinced he had been in the wrong, 
no one could be more ready to acknow* 
lege and afk pardon for his miftake : — * he 
had been bred at fca j • — his cbnverfation, 
for almoft his whole life, had been chiefly 
among thofe of his own occupation ; ^ 
lie was altogether unacquainted with the 
manners and behaviour of the polite 
world, and equally a ftranger tp what is 
called genteel raillery, as he was to courtly 
complaifance ; it is not, therefore, to be 
wondered at, that he was often ruc^i 
without defigning to be fo, and took 
many things a$ affronts, which were no( 
meant as fuch. 

l^ady M cllafin, who nevjer wanted «r( 
and knew how to expreis liedHf ^,^ 
moft p^rlwafivc terin$, ^^nevttili 
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pleafed to make ufe of them, had th" 
addrefs to convince the captain, that mr* 
Goodman was' no enemy to his fuir,* 
though he would not appear to encourage 
it. 

While the captain was engaged with 
her ladyihip in this difcourfe, mifs Betfy 
look the opportunity of telling mr. Staple 
that Ihe infifted upon it, that he Ihould 
be v^ry civil to a rival from whofe* pre- 
tenfions he might be certain he had no- 
thing to apprehend, and moreover that 
when flie gave him her hand to lead her 
into the concert-room, he (hould give his 
to mifs Flora, without difcovering the 
leaft marks of difcontent: — rthe lover 
looked on this laft injunftion as too fevere 
a trial of his patierlde ;' but fhe would i^eeds 
have it fo, and he was under a neceffity ' 
of obeying, or of fufFering much greater 
mortification from her difpleafure. 

Soon, after this they all four went to 
the entertainment in mr. Goodman's coach, 
which lady Mellafin had ordered to be got 
ready. — The captain was mightily pleafed 
with the mufic, and had judgment enough 
in it to know it was better than the band 
he had on board his (hip : — " When 
^ ll^^v l^ive done playing," faid he, '^ I 
^^ yiim a(k them what they will have to 

L 2 ** g0 
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•• go Vith me the next voyage ;■' but 
mr. Staple told him, it would be ai af- 
front, that they were men who got more 

. . by tlieir inflxuments than the beft officer 
either by fea or land did by his com- 
miflioQ. — This miftakc, as well as many 
ethers the captain fell into, made^not 
only the company he was with, but thole 

^ who fat near enough to hear him, a good 
deal of diverfion. 

Nothing of moment happening cither 
J&ere, or at mr. Goodman's, where they 
all flipped together, it would be neediefs 
to repeat any particulars of their convcr- 
fat'iQii ; what has been faid already of 
their ijdjfFcrent fentiments" and behaviour, 
jmay be a faffident iample of the wh6]« 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

^reaU on no frejh matters^ but ferv^ 
to heighten thiP^ already mentioned. 

A4R. Goodman hac{ &xftd abroad 'tiU 
^^^ very late that nig£t the concert had 
been perform :d, fo was nOt a witnefs of, 
any thing that had paffed a/ter the com* 
pany came homei button iad/ Mellafin's 
repeating to him every thing fhe remem- 
bered, was very \^11 pleafcd to hea/ that 
Ihe had reconciled the captain to L.^ni^ 
though extremely forry, that the biiu:C 
ill-judged afFeftion of that gentleman had 
expofed him to the ridicule, not only of 
mifs Betfy, but alfo of all her followers. 

That young lady, in the mew time,, 
was far /rom having any commiferation. 
for the anxieties of thofe who loved her j 
r-oii the contrary, fhe triumphed in the 
pains fhe gave, if it can be fuppofed that 
fhe, who was altogether ignorant of them 
1^ herfeif, could look upon them as fin- 
cere in others : — but I am apt to believe 
laches of this t:afV, regard all the profef- 
^gici| of love made to them (as indeed 
llany of them are) only as words of courfci 

L 3 ^^ '— tfe 
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— the prerogative of youth and beauty in 
the one fex, and a duty incumbent on die 
other to pay ; — they value themfelves on 
the number and quality of their lovers, as 
they do upon the number and richnefs of 
their clothes, ' becaufe it makes, them of 
confideration in the world, and never take 
the trouble of reflefting how dear it may 
fometimes coft thofe to whom they are in- 
debted for indulging this vanity. ^ 



,' . 



That this, at leaft, was the motive 
which induced mifs Betfy to treat her lovers 
in the manner fhe did, is evident to a de- 
monftration, from evety other a<5i:ion of 
her life : — fhe had a certain foftneft in 
her dilpofition, which rendered her inca- 
pable of knowing the difbeft of any one, 
without aflfording all the relief was in her 
power to give, and had fhe fooner been 
convinced of the reality of the woes of 
love, fhe fooner had Ictt off the ambition 
of inflifting them, and perhaps have been 
brought to regard thc^ who laboured un- 
der them, rather with too much than too 
little compaffion -, — but of this the reader 
will be able to judge on proceeding farther 
in this hiftory.. 

There were now three gentlemen «Jk> 
all of them addreffed this young ladjr ;^\ 
the moft honourable terms, yet didrh^jj 

&ddj^ 
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giddy mind make no difl:in6Uon between 
the ferious paffion they had for her, and 
the idle gallantries flie received from thofe 
who either had no defign in making 
them, or fuch as tended to her undoing. 

Impatient to hear in what fafhion mr, 
Trueworth would declare himfelf, and 
imagining he would come the next day, 
as he had made'lo handfome an apology 
' tor not having waited on her the preced- 
ing one, fhe told mr. Staple and captaih 
Hyfom, in order to prevent their coming, 
that fhe was engaged to pafs that whole 
afternoon, and evtning, with fome ladies 
of her acquaintance : neither the captain 
nor mr. Staple fufpefted the truth of what 
flicfaid, but the former was in too much 
hafte to know fome iflue of his fate t© 
be quite contented with this delay. 

Mifs Betfy was ndt deceived in her exr 
peftations ; — foon after dinner was over, 
Ihe was told mr. Trueworth had fent to 
know if fhe was at home, and beg leave 
to wait upon her. — Lady Mellafin having 
a great deal of company that* day in the 
dining-room, fhe went into an adjacent 
one to receive him ; — he was charmed at 
folding her alone, a happinefs he could 
not flatter himfelf with, on entering the 
n-llbufe, as he was afTured by the number 

|: L 4 of 
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of footmen that he (aw in the hall, .that 
tnany vifitants were there Wfore him : — 
this iinexpefted piece of good fortune, as 
he then thought i ■, elpecially as he found 
her playing w ith the Iquirrel he had fent 
to her the day before, fo muCh elated him^ 
that it brightened his whole afpe<5t, and 
gave a double ftiare of vivacity to his eyes, 
•* May I hope your pardon, madam,** 
faid he, ** for prefuming to approach you 
•' with fo trifling a prefent> as that little 
•* creature ?" — " Oh, mr. Trueworth !" 
anfwered ihe, " I will not forgive you if 
** you Ipcak flightly of my Iguirrel, 
** though I am indebted to you for the 
*' pleafure he gives me. — I love him cx- 
** ciffively ! — you could not have made 
•' me a more obliging prefent/* 

** How, madam !** cried he, " I iHouId 
•* be miferable, indeed, if I had nothing 
in my power to offer more worthy 
your acceptance than that animal.— 
What think you, madam, of an adoring 
** and paffionately devoted heart ? 

•* A heart !'* rejoined Ihe, " oh dear, a 
** heart may be a pretty thing for ought I 
" know to the contrary ; but there is £yt^^ 
*** an enclofure of flefh and bone ai 
•* that it is utterly impoflible for 
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•' fee into it, and confequently to know 
*' whether one likes it or not/* 

" The heart, madam, in the fenfe I 

* mean/' faid he, ^* impHes the foul, 

* which being a fpirit and invifible, can 
«' only be known by its eflfefts : — if the 

* wh^le jfervices of mine may render it 

* an oblation, fuch as may obtain a gran 
' cious reception from the adorabk mils 

* Thoughtlcfs, I fliall blefs the hour in 

* which I firft beheld her charms, as the 

* moft fortunate one I ever had to boaft 

* of." In ending thefe words he kifled 
her hand, with a look full of the greateft 
rdpeft and tendernefs. 

She then told him, the fervices of the 

foul muft needs be valuable, becaufe they 

^ere finccre •, but as Ihe knew not of what 

""ture thofe fervices were he intended to 

kder htTi he muft excufe her for not 

readily accepting them : -— on which, 

is not to be doubted, but that he af*. 

*d her, they Ihould be only funh as 

re diftated by the moft pure afFedion, 

' accompanied by the ftrifteft honour. 

was going on with fuch protefta.- 
as may be imagined a man fo much 
^'red would make to the objeft oF 

.es, when he was interrupted by 
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mili Flora, who came haftily iato the 
room, and told him, that her mamma 
hearing that he was in the houfe, expeded 
he would not leave it without letting her 
have the pleafure of feeing him ^ — that 
they were juft going to i«a, and that her 
ladyihip intreated he would join company 
with thofe friends flie had akieady with 
her. 

Mr. Trueworth would have been glad 
to have found fome plauiible pretence for 
not complying with this invitation,, but as 
he could not make any, that would not 
be looked on as favouring of ill manners, 
and mifs Betfy infifling on his going, they 
all went together into the diiung-room. 

The lover had now no farther op^ortur 
jiity of profecuting his fiiit in this vifit; 
but he made another the next day, more 
early than before, and found no-body but 
mr. Goodman with mifs Betfy, lady Mel- 
Jafin and mifs Flora being gone among 
the Ihops, either to buy fomethiiig they 
wanted, or to tumble over goods, as they 
frequently did, meerly for the f^e erf" fee- 
ing new fafhions. — Mr. Trueworth hav- 
ing never been feen by mr. Goodnyar^f^ 
mifs Betfy prefented h m to him >«i||,,: 
thefe words, " Sir, this is a g 
** from Oxford, ~- an intimate 
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** brother Frank's, aiid who did me the 
*^ favour to bring me a letter from him.'* 
There needed no more to make mr. Good- 
man know, both who he was and the bu-^ 
finefs on which he came : - — he received 
him with a great deal of good manners v 
but knowing his abfence would be moft 
agreeable, after fome few compliments, 
pretended he was called abroad by urgent 
bufmefs, and took his leave. 

How much it rejoiced the fincerely de- 
voted heart oi mr. Trueworth, to find 
himfelf once more alone with the idol of 
his wifties, »may eafily be conceived by 
thc& who have had any experience of the 
paflion he fo deeply felt; — but his feli- 
city was of a fhort ' continuance, * and he 
profited but little by the complaifance of 
mr. Goodman. 

; He was but juft beginning to pour 
forth fbme part of thofe tender fentiments; 
with which his foul overflowed, when he 
was prevented from proceeding, by a fc- 
cond interruption, much more disagreeable 
dian the former had been. 

' Mr. Stapie, and captain Hyfom, for 

whom mifs Betfy had not left the fame 

^ ©rders fhe had done the day before, came 

* '"jigth U) vifither : the former had the ad- 

JL 6 tau^gc 
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vantage in being there fomewhat fooncr 
than the other, and accofted her with an 
air, which made the enamoured heart of 
mr. Trueworth immediately beat an alarm 
to jealoufy. Mr. Staple, who had feen 
him there once before, when he brought 
her brother's letter to her, did not pre- 
lently know him for his rival, nor ima- 
gined he had any other intent in his vifits, 
than to pay his compliments to the lifter 
of his friend. 

They were all diree engaged in a con*^ 
verfation, which had nothing particular in 
it, when mifs Betfy was told captain Hy-». 
ibm defired to fpeak with her \ oa which 
Ihe bid the fellow defire him to walk im 
♦' He is in the back parlour, madam,*^ 
replied he; — I told him you had com- 
pany, fo he defires you will come to 
him there ; for he fays he has great 
•' bufinels with you, and muft needs ipeak 
** with you/* Both miis Bc^Sfujnd mr. 
Staple laughed immoderatd^i^-ffln^ mef^ 
fage -, but mr. Trueworth, who wa3 not 
in the fecret, looked a little grave, as not 
knowing what to think of it ** You 
«* would fcarce believe, fir,** faid mr. 
Staple to him, " that this ^mbitfly.casmfc 
♦' trom the court of cupid, yet I aifiii# 
" you the captain is one of this hds^$^ 
•* moftpaflionate admirers.** -^^^ Ycsj 

« d< 
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^ deed,'* added mife Betfy, " and threatr- 
" ens terrible things to every one» who 
^* fliould dare to difpute the conqueft of 
" my heart with him ; — but go," con- 
tinued fhe, to the footman, *« tell him, I 
•* have friends with me whom I cannot 
" be fo rude to leave, and that I infill on 
*^ his giving us his company in this 
*^ room." 

The captain on this was prevailed upon 
to come in, though not very well pleaied 
at finding himielf obliged to do lb, by the 
pofitive commands of his miftrefs. —He 
paid his refpedts, however, in his blunt 
manner to the gentlemen, as well as mifs 
Betfy^ and having drawn his chair as near 
her as he could, ** I hopedi madam," faid 
he, ** you would have found an opportu- 
nity of fpeaking to me before now : 
— you muft needs think I am a little 
** uneafy till I know what I have to de- 
** pend upon.** — ** Blefs me, fir," cried 
flic, ** you talk in an odd manner!" — and 
then, continued (he, pointing to mr. Trwe- 
worth, ^^ this gentlenun here, who is a- 
^ friend of my brother*s, will think I 
** have out-run my income, and that you 
V come to dun me for money borrowed 
H, of you.** — "No, no,** anfwered he*, 
^iV-as to that you owe me nothing but 
good- will, — and that I think I deferve 

"for 
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*.* for the refpe<9: 1 have for you, if it 
** were for nothing elfe 5 — but, madam* 
** I fhould be glad to know fonie anfwer 
*' ,to the bufinefs I wrote to you upon.** 
" —Lord, fir!" replied fhe, " I have 
" not yet had time to think upon it, — ' 
** much lefs to refolve on any thing/'—' 
** That is ftrange," refumed he, *' why 
" you have had three days, and fure that 
* is long enough to think and refolve too, 
on any thing. — *' Not for me indeed, 
•* captain, anfwered Ihe, laughing j-^buc 
** come, here are juft four of us, — what 
" think you» gentlemen, of a gome of 
♦* quadrille to kill time ?** 

Mr. Trueworth and mr. &aplc told her 
at once, that they approved the motion, 
and fhe was juft: going to call for the 
cards and fijDbes, when the captain fl:opped 
her, faying, ** I never loved play in my 
*' life, and have no time to lull as may- 
** hap thefe gentlemen hate, who, *tis 
** likely have nothing elfe to do than to 
** drefs and vifit; — I have a great deal 
*« of bufinefs upon my hands, — the ftiip 
" is taking in her lading, and I do not 
** know but we may fail in fix or feverf 
*' weeks, fo muft deiirc you would fix M 
*' a day for us to be alone together, ddtf 
«* I may know 4at once what it is you i^, 
^ fign to do." — *♦ Fye, captairil*?) 
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pKed Ihe, •^ how can you think of fuch a 
*' tiling? — I aflure you, fir," added fhe, 
with an affedted difdain, " I never make 
*' appointments with gentlemen." 

" That I believe/' faidhe, "but you 
*' fhould confider that I live a great way 
** off J — 'tis a long walk from Mile-end 
** to St- James's, and I hate your jolting 
** hackney-coaches i — bcfides I may come 
** and come again, and never be able to 
" get a word with you in private, in an 
*^ afternoon, arid all the morning I am 
** engaged either at the India^Houfe, or 
** at 'Change ; — therefore I Ihould think 
** it is better for both of us not to ft and 
♦* ihilly, ihally 5 but come to the point at 
once •, for lookye, fair lady, if we hap- 
pen to agree, there will be little enough 
time to.fcttle every thing, as I am ob- 
liged to go io foon." — " Too little 
in my opinion, fir," anfwered (he,. 
•* therefore I think it is beft to defer talk- 
** ing any more of the matter, 'till you 
** come back." 

*• Come back," cried he, " wjyy do 

«' you confider I Ihall be gon^ three 

<« years." — " Really, fir," faidlhc, " as 

*« I told'yon before I have never confidered 

• ** any thing about it, nor can promife I 

Li 5^ Ihould be able to fay any more to you 

h^-.y , *' at 
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** at the end of twice the time you men- 
tion, than I can do at prefent, which I 
affure you is juft nothing at all/* 



4« 



Though both mr. Trueworth, and mr. 
Staple, had toamuch good manners to do. 
any thing that might affront the captain, 
yet neither of them could reftrain their 
laughter fo well as to prevent fome mark^ 
of the inclination tliey had for it, front ^ 
being vifihle in thdr faces ; — and wilHng 
to contribute Something on their parts to 
the diverfion they perceived fhe gave her- 
fclf, with a lover fo every way unfuitabie 
to her, — one told her, it was a great pity 
fhe did not confult the captain's conveni- ^ 
ttiot ; — the other faid, that it muft need^ | 
be a vaft fatigue for a gentleman, who 
was accuftomed only to walk the quarter 
deck, to take a ftretch of four miles at 
once \^ — " And all to no purpofe,** cried 
he, that had fpoken firft, *' pray* madam, 
** give him his difpatch/* 

As little acquainted as the captain was' 
with raillery, he had underftanding enough 
to make hitn fee, that rfiifs Betf/s belia- 
viour to him had rendered him the jeft of 
all th$ company that vifited her, and this 
he took fo ill, that aUthe liking he before 
had* to her was nowtdrned into contempK 
•— Finding they were going on in the 
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pical way they had began, — "Lookye, gen- 

*^ tiemen/* faid he, with a pretty ftern 

countenance, *' I would advifc you to 

meddle only with fuch things as con-^ 

cern yourfelves •, — you have nothing- 

** to do with me, nor I with you. — If 

*' your errand here be as I fufpeft it is, 

" there fits one who I dare anfwcr will 

find you employment enough, as long 

as you fhall think it worth your while to 

** dance attendance. As for you, Madaqi,'* 

continued he, turning, tp mife Betfy^ 

** I think it would have become you as 

f *' well, to have given me a more civil 

*' anfwer, — if you did not approve of 

l*« my propofals, you might have told me 

||* fo at firft -, — but I Ihall trouble neither 

** you nor myfelf any farther about the 

*' matter. — I fee how it is well enough, 

** and when next I fteer for the coaft of 

*' matrimony, fliall take care to look out 

V for a port not cumbered with rubbilh^ 

" — fo your fervant.** 

As he was going out of the houie, he 
met lady Mellafin and mifs Flora juft en- 
tering, being returned from the ramble 
above-mentioned : — they faw he was very 
aijgry, and would fain have perfwaded 
him to turn back, telling him, that if 
any mifunderftanding had happened bfc- 
|;^^^en him and mifs Betfy, they would en- 
^ '' * "^ deavous. 
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deavour to make it up, and reconcile 
them. -*- To which he replied, that he 
thanked them for their lave, but he had 
done with mifs Betfy for good and all •, 
- — that fhe was no better than a young 
flirt, and did not know how to ufe a 
gentleman handfomely ; — faid, he fhould 
be glad to take a bowl of punch with mr. 
Goodman before he went on his voyage ; 
but would not come any more to his houfe 
to be fcoSed at by mils Betfy, and thofe 
that came after her. 

Mifi Flora told him, that it was unjuft 
in him to deprive her mamma, and her- 
felf, of the pleafure of his good company 
for the fault of mifsBetfy, who, fhe feia, 
(he could riot help owning was of a very 
giddy temper. — Lady Mellafin, to what 
her daughter had faid, added many oblig- 
ing things, in order to prevail on him, 
either to return, or renew his vifits here- 
after ; but the captain wa;y obftinate, and 
perfifting in his refolution of coming there 
no more, took his leave, and mifs Flora 
loft all hope of receiving any benefit from 
his being rejefted by mifs Betfy. 
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CHAP- XIX. 

JFill make the reader little the wifer. 

TpHE greateft part of the time, tliat 
mr. Trueworth and mr. Staple ftayed 
with mifs Betfy, was taken up with talk- 
ing of captain Hyfom ; — his paffion, — 
his behaviour, and the manner in which 
he received his difmiflion, afibrded incfced 
an ample field for converfation : — lady 
Mellafm, and mifs Flora, relating the an- 
fwers he had given them, on their prefling 
him to come back, mr. Trueworth faid, 
that it muft be owned, that he had fliewn 
a ilrength of refolution, which few men 
in love could boaft of, 

** Lxjve, fir, according to my notions 
of that paffion,*' replied mr. Staple, 
is not to be felt by every heart ; — . 
many deceive themfelves in this point, 
and take for it what is in reality no 
more than a bare liking of a beautiful 
objeifl : — the captain feems to me to 
have a foul, as. well as form, caft 
in too rough a mould, to be capable 
1^ of thoje refined -and delicate ideas, 

" which 
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*' Which alone conftitute and are worthy 
** to be caUed love,'* 



cc 



Yet," faid lady Mellafyi, " I have 
*' heard mr. Goodman give him an ex- 
" cellent chairadler, and above all that he 
" is one of the beft-natured men breath- 
^* ing." — ** That may be indeed, ma- 
** dam," refumed mr. Staple, *' and fome 
«' allowances ought to be made for- the 
** manner in which he has been bred-; 
"though," added he, *' I have known 
many commanders, not only of India- 
men, but of other trading veflels, who 
«* have all their life time ufed the feas, 
yet have known how to behave with 
politeneis enough when on fhore." 









Mr, Trueworth agreed with mr. Staple, 
that though the amorous declaration of a 
perfon of the captain's age, and fafhion of 
bringing up, to one of mifs Betfy's, expofed 
him to the deferved ridicule of as many as 
knew it; yet ought not his particular 
foible to be any refleftion on his occupa-* 
tion, which merited to be held in the 
greateft veneration, as the ftrength and 
opulence of the nation was owing to its 
commerce in foreign parts. t 

This was highly obliging to mr.^ii:^^ 
whofe father had been a merchar% 
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mr. Truewprth being the firft who took 
his leave, perceiving the other ftayed fup- 
per, he faid abundance of handfome things 
in his praife, and feemed to have con- 
ceived fo high an cfteem of him, that 
mifs Betfy was diverted in her mind to 
think how he would change his way of 
fpeaking, when once the fecret of his ri- 
vaifliip fhould come out^ as ihe knew itr 
could not fail to do in a fhort time. 

But as eafy as mr. Staple was at prefent; 
on this occafion, mr. Trueworth was no 
lefs anxious and perplexed : — he was 
convinced that the other vifited mifs Betfy 
on no other fcore than that of love, and 
it appeared to him equally ^ certain, by. the 
freedom with which he Bcw him treated in 
the family, that he was likewife greatly 
:cncouraged, if not by mifs Betfy herfelti 
at leaft by her guardian. 

His thoughts were now wholly taken 
up with the means, by which he mi^ 
gain the advantage over a rival, whom he 
looked upon as a formidable one, not only 
for his perfonal accompliihment^, but alfo 
for his having the good fortune to addreis 
^hcr before himfelf..—- All he could do 
: was to prevent, as much as .poflible, all 
^portuniiies of his entertaining mifs Betfy 
^private, till the arrival of Mr. Francis 

Thoughtlefs, 
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Thoughtlefs, from whofe friendfliip, and 
the influence he had over his filler, he 
hoped much. 

He waited on her the next day very 
early r -*- mr. Goodman happening to dine 
that day later than ordinary, on account 
of fome friends he had with him, and the 
cloth not being drawn, mifs Betfy went 
and received him in another room. — - 
Having this favourable opportunity, he 
immediately began to prepare for putdng 
into execution one of thole ftratagems he 
had contrived for feparating her from mr. 
Staple. After fome few tender fpeeches, 
he fell into a difcourfe concerning the 
weather; faid, he was forry to perceive 
the days fo much (hortened,- — that fum* 
mer would foon be gonfc j and ad<3ed, tii^ 
as that beautiful feafoa could laft but a 
fmall time, the moft fliould be made of 
it. — "I came,** faid he, " to intreat 
*< the favour of you, and* mifs !Flora^ to 
^•* permit me to accompany you in an air- 
«« feg through Brumptoti, ^Kenfington, 
;<* Chelfea, and the (^er little villages on 
^« this fide of London.* * " 

\ Mifs Betfy replied, that fhe would gD 
with all her heart, and believed |be cin4d 
anfwer the fame for tuifi Flora, thiere^tt^ 
ing only two grave Sons, and thein 

wi 
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within, whom fhe would be glad . to be 
difengaged from ; — •. " but if not," faid 
(he, " I can fend for a young lady in the 
*' neighbourhood, who will be glad to 
** give us her company.'* 

She fent firft, however, to mifs Flora, 
who immediately came in, and the pro- 
ppfal ^ing made, accepted it with plea- 
lure, and added, that ihe would alk her 
mamma for orders for the coach to be got 
ready. — "It needs not, madam," faid 
mr. True>;<rorth, " my fervant is here^ 
*« and he fhall get one from Blunt's •,'* — 
but. mils Flora infifted on their going in 
mr. Goodman's, faying, Ihe was certain 
neither he nor her mamma would go out 
that day, as the company they had were 
come to flay ; on which mr. Trueworth 
complied. 

When flie had left the' room, "Ah! 
♦« m^am," faid he to mils Betfy, *' could 
>' I flatter myfelf with believing I owed 
** this condefcenfion to any other motive 
<* than your complaifance, to a perfon 
*' who has fome fhare in your brothefjj 
*' friendfllip, I Ihould be bleft indeed ;- 
** but, ah ! I fee I have a rival, -^a riv 
*« dai>gerous to my hopes, nut only c^ 
/^ the account of his merits, j|l^ji; alto as 
^^ he had the honow of dccl^iia ^^ P^- 
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** fion before me : — the fortunate mp. 

" Staple,** added he, kifling her hand, 

*' may perhaps have already made fome 

♦* impreffion on that heart I would facri- 

^< fice my all to gain, and I am come too 

« late.*' - . 

" Rather too (bon,** replied fhe, fmil- 
ing ; — " both of you equally too foon, 
" admitting his fentiments for me be as 
you imagine ; for I allure you, fir, 
my heart has hitherto been entirely my 
own, and is not very likely to incline 
" to the reception of any gueft of the na- 
*' ture you mean, for yet a long — long 
^* time. — Whoever thinks to gain me 
*' muft not be in a hurry, like captain 
« Hyfom.** 

Mr. Trueworth was about to make 
ibme paffionate reply, when mifs Flora re- 
turnea, and told them the coach would 
be ready immediately, for flie herfelf had 
ipoke to the coachman, and bid him put 
the horfes to with all, the hafte he could ; 
on which die lover exprefled his fenfe of 
^ obligation he had to her for taking 
this trouble, in the politeft terms. 






^' A perfqn of much Icfs difcem^pent dian 
this gentleman mi^t eafily perceive, that 
the way to be agreeable to mifs Bctiy i 
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not to be too ferious; — he therefore af- 
fumed all the vivacity he was mafter of^ 
both before they went, and during the 
whole courfe of the little tour they made, 
in which it is not to be doubted but he re- 
galed them with every thing the places 
they paffed through could furnifh. 

The ladies were fo well pleafed both 
with their entertainment, and the com* 
pany of the perfon who entertained them, 
that they feemed not in hafte to go home, 
and he had the double fatisfaftion of en- 
joying the prefencfe of his miftrefs, and of 
giving at le-^ft ojie day's difappointment 
to his rival : — he was confirmed in the 
truth of this conjecture, when, on return- 
ing to mr. Goodman's, .which was not 
till fome hours after clofe of day, the foot- 
man who opened the door told mifs B^tfy, 
that mr. Staple had been to w^it upo^t 
her. 

After this i? may be. fuppofed he had a 
night of much more tranquility, than the 
preceding one had aiForded him : -— tiie 
next morning, as early as he thought de-^ 
cency permitted, he made a vifit p mift 
Betfy, under the pretence of coming to 
enquire if her health had not fufFered by 
being abroad in the night air, and how 
(^ had refted : — Ihe received him with 

0OL.I M a great 
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a great deal of fprightlinefs, and replied, 
flie found herfelf fo well after it, as to be 
ready for fuch another jaunt, whenever 
he had a fancy for it. *« I take you at 
*' your word, madam," cried he, tranf- 
ported to hear ftie anticipated what he 
came on purpofe to ii\j:reat, — '* I am 
** ready this moment if you pleafe," con- 
tinued he, " and we will either take a 
** barge, and go up the river, or a coach 
*« to Hanipftead, or any of thofe places, 
*' juft to diverfify the fcene^ — you have 
♦' only to fay which you chufe," 

< 
She then told him, there was a neceflity 
of deferring their ramble ^till the after- 
noon, becaufe mifs Flora was ^road, and 
would npt return till dinnef-timdSN-^ " As 
*^ to what route we (hall take, and every 
*< thing belonging to it," faid fhe, ** I 
" leave it entirely to jiiu ; •— I know no- 
♦* body has a more elegant t^fte, or a bet- 
** ter judgment."*— "I have taken care," 
replied he, " to givfi the world an high 
»* opinion of mc in both, by making my 
** addrefles to the amiable mifs Betfy ; -^ 
V but, madaiH^" purfued he, " fincewc 
*' are alone, will you give me leave to 
^* tell you how I have employed my hours 
** this morning/- — " Why, < — in dret- 
i^ fmg, — breakfafting, — and, perhaps, 

f* a liltle reading," anfwered flic. — "A 
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** fmall' time, madam, fufHces for the two 
** former articles with me,'* refumed he, 
*^ but I have indeed been reading 5 — 
'f happening to dip into the works of a • 
*' poet, who wrote near a century ago, 
** I found fomc words fo adapted to the 
** fituation of m/ heart, and jfo agreeable 
*< to the fenfe of the anfwer I was about 
" to make yefterday to what you faid, 
** concerning the perfeverance of a lover, 
** that. I could not forbear putting fome 
" notes to them, which I beg you will 
** give me your opinion of. 

In fpeaking thefe words, he took a%iece 
of paper out of his pocket, and lung the 
following ftanzas. 

I. 

^ •TpHE Patriarch, to gain a wife 
^ " Chafte, beautiful, and youqgf 
Serv*d fourteen years, a painful lifc^ 
5< And never thought it lor^, 

II. 

Oh ! were you to reward fuch cares, 
^' And life lb long would ftay, 
"^ot fourteen, but four hundred years^ 
' Would fecm but as one. day. 

Ma Mr. 
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Mr. Trucworth had a fine voice, and 
great fkill irvmufic, having perfefted him- 
lelf in that fcience from the biA: mafters, 
\vhen he was in Italy-. Mifs BAfy was fo 
charmed both with the words and the 
notes, that llie made him* fing them feve- 
ral times over, and afterwards fet .them 
down in her mufic-book, to the end that 
fhe might get them by heart, and join 
her voice in concert with her fpinet, . 

Mr. Trueworth WQuId npt juake his 
morning vifit too long, ' believing it might 
be her time to drefs ^gainft dinner, as fhe 
was now in fi^ch a de/habille as ladies ufu- 
ally put on,, on their firft rifiqgv— fo 
after having received a fecond^.promife 
from her of giving him her company 
that day abroad, took, his leave, highly 
fatisfied with the progr^fs he ini^ined. he 
had made in her go6d graces. ' 

The wind happening " to gfow a little 
boifterous, though the weather otherwife 
was fair and clear, made mr. Trueworth 
think a land journey :wou}d be* more 
agreeable to the ladies, than -to venture 
themftlves upon the. water; he ther^fixe 
procured a handfome livery. coach> and 
attended by his two fervants, went to mr. 
Goodman'^ : — • the ladies were alrcaicj/ w 
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txpedlation of him, and did not malce him 
wait a moment. 

Nothing extraordinary happening at this 
entertainment, nor at thofe others, which, 
for feveral fucceeding days without inter- 
miflion mr. Tnieworth prevailed on his 
miftrefs to accept, it would be fuperfluous 
to trouble the reader with the particulars 
of them* 

Mr. Staple all this time was very urf- 
cafy; — he had not feen n|Ht*^Betry fo0 
a whole week, and though lie knew not 
as yet, that he was deprived of that fatis- 
fa6tiori, by her being engroflfed by a riv.^J, 
yet he now began to be foible fli: hid 
lefs regai^ for him, than he had flaticcr; d 

-himfeli he had infpired her with ; and this 
of itfelf was a fufficient mortification to a 
young gentleman, who was not only 
paffionately in love, but alfo could not, - 

' without being guilty of great injuftice to 
his own merits, but think himfelf not al- 
togedier unworthy of fucceeding. — This 
however was no more than a flight fample 
of the inquietudes which the blind god 
fometimes inflifts on hearts devoted to 
him, as will hereafter appear in the pro- 
grefs of this hiftory.^ 

feihV ^ M3 CHAPfc 
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CHAP. XX. 

Ccti tains an odd accident ^ which bap- 
pened to mifi Betfy in the cloi/iers of 
Wejlminjhr- abbey i, 

A/f R. Trueworth, who was yet far from 

being acquainted with the temper of 

the objeft he adored, now thought he had 

4Bno reafoiyi^defpair of being one day in 

*poffeflion^f^l he aimed to obtain ; — it 

ieemed certain to him, at leaft, that he 

had nothing to apprehend from the pre- 

tenfions of a rival, who at firft he had 

looked upon as fo formidable,, and no 

other at prefent interpofed betyreen hinv 

and his defigns. 

Mifs Betfy, in the meajitime, wholly 
regardlefe of who hopecH or who de- 
fpaired, had no aim in any thing Ihe did, 
but meerly to divert herlelf, and to that 
end laid hold of every opportunity that 
offered. Mr. Goodman having cafuaUy 
mentioned, as they were at fupper, 1^ 
one mr, Soulguard had juft taken ordei?!,'. 
and was to preach his firft fermon at Vi^- 
minfter-abbey the next day, fhe prefentlf 
Ixad a curiofity of hearing how he wouMi 

\bdi 
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behave in the pulpit ; — his over modeft, 
and, as they termed it, fheepifh behaviour 
in company, having, as often as he canle 
there, afforded matter of ridicule to her 
and mifs Flora. — - Thefe two young ladies 
therefore talking, on it after th?y were in 
bed, agreed to go to the cathedral, not 
doubting but they fhould have enough to 
laugh at, and report to all thofe of their 
acqusuntance who had ever feen him. 

Wha;t meer trifles, — what airy no-^ 
things ferve to amufe a mind not taken up 
with more eflential matters ? — • Mifs Betfy* 
was fo full of the diverfion fhe ftiould have 
in hearing the down-looked bafhful mr. 
Soulguard harangue his congregation, that 
Ihe could think and talk of nothing elfe, 
till the hour arrived when fhe fhould go 
to experience what fhe had fo pleafant an 
idea of^ 

.Mifs Flora, who had till now feemed as 

eager as herfelf, cried all at once, that 

her head ached, and that fhe did not care 

for flirring out : '- — mifs Beffy, who would 

fain liave laughed her out of it, told 

her, fhe had only got the vapours, — that 

the parfon would cure her, — and fuch 

Kke things, — but the other was not to be 

r-^ prevailed upon by all mifs Betfy, or even 

\\ lady Mellafin herfelf, could fay, and an-. 

In M 4 fwcred. 
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fvvcred, with fome fuUennefs, that pofitively 
fhe v/ould not go. — Mifs Betfy was high- 
ly ruffled at this fudden turn of her tem- 
per, as it was now too late to fend for 
i^ny other young lady of her acquainfance 
to go with her ; — refolving, neverthelefs, 
not to baulk her humour, fhe ordered a' 
chair to be called, and went alone. 

Neither the young parfon's manner of 
preaching, nor the te^^t he chofe, being 
any way material to this hiftory, I fhall 
n therefore pafs over the time of divine fer- 
^ vice, and only fay, that after it was ended 
mifs Betfy paffing towards the vi^eft-gate, 
2nd flopping to look on the fine tomb, 
rreftcd to the memory of mr. fecretary 
Craggs, was accofted by mr, Bloomacre, 
a young gentleman who fometimes vifitcd 
lady Mellafin, and lived at Weftminfler, 
in which place he had a large eftate. 

He had with hun, when he came up 
to her, two gentlemen of his acquaintance, 
but who were entire Arrangers to mifs 
Betfy : — " ^hat," faid he, " the cele- 
*' brated mifs Betfy Though tlefs ! — mift 
" Betfy Thoughtlefs! the idol of mar\- 
- ^' kiAd! ^Jone, unattended by any of her 
*' train of admirers, and contemplating 
*' thefe memento's of mortality!" — ^'•To 
" compliment my underflanding,'* replied 

" ^ Iheiv 
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flie, gaily, " you fliould rather have told 
** me I was contemplating the memento's 
** of great aftions/* — " You are at the 
•* wrong end of the cathedral for that, 
" madam,** refumed he, " and J don't 
" remember to have heard any thing ex- 
traordinary of the life of this great 
man, whofe effigy makes fo fine a fi- 
gure here, except the favours he re- 
** ceived from the ladies.'* 






*V*Twere too much then to beftow 
*' them on him b^th alive and dead,** 
cried fhe, " therefore we'll pafs on to 
" fpme Qther." r 

M;-. Kioomacre had a great deal of wit 
and vivacity, nor were his two compani- 
.ons deficient in either of thefe qualities ; 
fo that between the three mifs Betfy was 
very agreeably entertained : ->— they went 
jQund trom tomb and tomb, and the real 
.char4<5lers, as well as epitaphs,, fome of 
which a;re flattering enough, afforded a 
variety of obfervations. — In fine, the 
xonvcrfation was fo pleafing to mifs Betfy, 
that fhe never thought of going home, 
*till it grew too dark to examine either 
the fculpture, .or the infcriptions •, fo in- 
fenfibly does tim-e glide on, when accom- 
panied with fatisfaftrpn* 

M 5 But 
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But now enfued a mortification, which 
ftruck a damp on the fprightlinels of this 
young lady : — flie had fent away the 
chair which brought her, not doubting 
but that there would be others about the 
church doors. She knew not how diffi- 
cult it was to procure fuch a vehicle in 
Weftminfter, elpecially on a Sunday; — • 
to add to her vexation, it rained very 
much, and flie was not in a habit fit to 
travel on foot in any weather, much lefs 
in fuch as this. 

They went down into the clmfters, in 
order to find fome perfon whom they 
might fend, either for a coach or chair, 
for the gentlemen would have been glad 
of fuch conveniencies for themfelves, as 
well as mifs Betfy : — they walked round 
and round feveral times, without hearing 
or feeing any body-, — but at laft a fel* 
low, who ufed to be employed in Iweep* 
ing the church doors, offered his fervice 
to procure them what they wanted, in 
cafe' there was a poffibility of doing it ; — 
they promifed to gratify him well for his , 
pains, and he ran with all the i^ed he 
could to do as he had faid. 

The rain and wind increafed to fuch a 
prodigious height, that fcarce was ever a 
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more tempeftuous evening. — Almoft a 
whole hour was elapfed, and the man not 
c6me back, fo that they had reafon to 
fear neither coach nor chair was to be got^ 
«— Mifs Betfy began to grow extremely- 
impatient ; ^ the gentlemen endeavoured 
all they could to keep her in good hu- 
mour, — " We have a good Hone roof 
«' over our heads, madam,** faid one of 
them, " and thaf at prefent flielters us 
*' fronb the inclemency of the elements •,*' 
" — • befides," cried another, " the ftorna 
" cannot *la(]: always, — ? and when it i^ 
** a little abated, — here are three of us^ 
«« — we will take you in our arms by 
" tyms, and carry you home." — All 
this would n,ot mal^ mifs Betfy laughs 
and flxe was in the utmoft agitation oif 
mind to think what ihe fhould do, when, 
on a fudden, a door in that part of the 
cloifter "which leads to Little Dean's Yard 
was opened, and a very young lady, not 
exceeding eleven years of age, but very 
richly habited, came ninning out, and 
taking mifs Betfy by the flieeve, '' Ma- 
*' dam," faid fhe, *' I beg to fpeak witli 
" you.** — Mifs Betfy was furprifcd, but 
ftepping fome paces from the gentlemen 
to hear what fhe had to fay, the other 
dr^wiiig towards t^e door, cried^ " PJeafe, 
** madam, to come in here -,** on which fhe 
followed, and tlie gentlemen ftood. about 

M 6 foaie 
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feme four or five yards diftant. • — Mifs 
Betfy had no fooner reached the threftiold, 
which had a ftep down into the hall, than 
the young lady took hold of her hand, 
and pulling her gently down, as if to 
communicate what fhe had to fay with 
the more pHvacy, a footman, who flood 
behind the door, immediately clapped it 
to, and put the chain acrofs, as if he 
apprehended fome violence might *be of- 
fered to it. — Mifs Betfy was in fo much 
conftemation, that fhe was unable to fpeak 
one word, *till the young lady, who flill 
had hold of her hand, faidtaher, /< You 
^* may thank heaven, madam, that our 
*' family happened to be in town,^ — elfe 
*' I do not know what mifchief might 
^' have befallen you." — " Blefs. me,** 
cried mifs Betfy^ and was going on, but 
the other interrupted her, faying, haflily^ . 
as fhe led her forward,. " Walk this way„ 
^' — my brother will tell you all.** — 
Mifs Betfy then fl:<^ped fhort, " What 
1' means all this ? faid fh|S : where am I 
^^ pray^ mifs ? who is your brother ?^* 
To which the other replied^ that her bro- 
ther was the lord vifcount ■ ■ , an(J 
^Hat he at pref^nt was the owner of that 




The furprize mifs Betfy had been pUt 
^n by tliis young lady*s firfl accofting her, 
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was not at all diffipated by thefe words, 
but had now an equal portion of curioiity 
added to it ; — fhe longed to know the 
meaning of words, which at prefent feemed 
fo myfterious to her, and with what kind 
of mifchief fhe had been threatened, that 
fhe readily accompanied her young con- 
dudlrefs into a magnificent parlour, at 
the upper end of which fat the noblemah 
fhe had been told of, — " I am extremely 
" happy,'* faid he,. as foon as he faw her 
enter, " that providence has put it in 
my power to refcue fo fine a lady from 
the villainy contrived againfl her.** 



cc 



Mifs Betfy replied, that fhe fhould al- 
ways be thankful for any favours con- 
ferred upon her, but defired to know of 
what nature they were, for which fhe was 
indebted to his lordfhip: — he then ^old 
her, that the perfons fhe had been with 
had the moft bafe defigns upon her; — that 
he had heard, from a clofet window where 
he was fitting, two of them lay the plot 
for carrying her off in a hackney coach ; 
and added, that being ftruck with horror 
at the foul intention, he had contrived, by 
the means of his fifler, to get her out of 
their power ; — " For,'* fkid he, "I know 
*' one of them to be fo bloody a villain, 
'' that had I gone out myfelf, I mufl have 
^* fallen a f^crifice to their refentment.*' 

Mifs 
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Miis Betfy was quite confounded ; fhe 
knew ndt how to queftion the veracity of 
a nobknwn, who could have no view or 
intereft to deceive her, yet it was equally 
incongruous to her, that mr. Bloomacre 
could harbour any defigns upon her of 
that fort his lordlhip mentioned : — fhe 
had feveral times been in company with 
that gentleman, and he had never behaved 
toward her in a manner which could 
^ve her iroom to fufpeft he had any dif- 
Jionour^le intentions towards her •, — but 
then, the treatment Ihe had received from 
the gentleman-commoner at Oxford re- 
minoed her, that men of an amorous 
comptexion want only an opportunity to 
fiiew thofe inciinations which indolence, or 
perhaps indelicacy, prevents them firom 
attempting to gratify by afliduities, and 
courtfliip. 

After- having taken feme little time to 
consider what Ihe fhould fay, fhe replied, 
that fhe was infinitely obliged to his lord- 
ihip for the care he took of her, but 
might be very w||||niazed to hear thofe 
^ritleiT|pn hadjjBRM defigns upon her, 
two Q^^l^if^w^^t perfeft flrangert t^ 
her, 3(3^' the other often vifited' at/ thp 
boufe where flie was boarded. As for 
the fending for a coach^ fhe faid it was^. 
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by her own defire, if no chair ^|ld be 
procured ; and added, that if hi gfta JSiip 
had no other reafon to apprehenSj^^iU 
was naeant to her, Ihe could not, without 
injuftke, forbear to clear up the nriftak^. 

Lord was a little confounded 

at thefe words, but foon recovering Wm- 
felf, told her, that ihe knew not the real^ 
charafter of the perfons ihe bad been with ; 
.— that Bloomacre was om of the greateft 
libertines in the world ; — that though ihe 
might agree to have a coach iSnt for, ihe 
coiild not be fure to what place it might 
carry her, and that he heard two of them, 
while the third was -entertaining her, 
ijpeak to each other in a manner' vdiich 
convinced him the moil villainous con- 
trivance was about to be pra$ii^ on 
hen 

A loud knocking at the door now in- 
terrupted their diicourfe j — both his lord- 
ihip and his iifter ieemed terribly alarmed, 
— • all the iervants were called, and charge 
given not to open the door upon any ac- 
count, •— to bar up the lower windows^ 
and to give aniwers from thoie abbve, to 
whoever was there. — The knocking con- 
tinued with greater violence than it began, 
and miis Betiy heard the gentlemen*s 

!|yoiccs talking to the fervants, and though 
▼ flie 
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fhe could not diftingiufli what they faid> 
foun4«i|ere were very high words between 
theniip^y lord's fifter ran into the hall to 
liften, then came back, crying, "Owhat 
" terrible paths ! — I ani afraid they will 
** break open the door.** — " No," re- 
plied lord , " it is too ftfongfor 

*' that 5 — but I wifli we had been fo 
** wife as to fend for a conftable.'* — One 
of the fervants came down, and repeated 
what their young lady had faid ; adding, 
that the gentlemen fwore they would not 
leave the place, till they had fpoke with 
the lady, who th^y faid had been tre- 
panned into that houfe ; -rr dn this, *' 5up- 
/' pofe, :my lord/': l^id mifs Betfy, "I 
}^ go to the door, and tell thecn, that I 
." will i)ot go with them." -f-^'^ Np, .ma- 
" dam,'* anfwered lord -— — ^ •* I 
" cannot confent my door fhall be 
** opened to fuch ruffians \ for, befides 
'* that th^y would certstinly : feize, and 
" carry you off by force, I know not 
•* what mifchief they might do my poor 
** men, for having at fir ft refufed them 
** entrance.*' -—She then faid, ftie would 
go up to the window, and anfwer them 
from thence 5 but he would not fufFer her 
to be feen by them at all, and to keep her 
from infifting on it, told her a great many 
iloxies of rapes, and other mifchief had 

beeoi 
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been peq)etrated by Bloomacre, and thofe 
he kept company with. 

All this did not give mifs Betfy thofe 
terrors, which it is very plain his lord- 
Ihip and fifter endeavoured to infpire her 
with, yet would (he fay no more of ap- 
pearing to the gentlemen, as flie found 
he was fo averfe to it. 

At length the knocking ceafed, and 
one of the footmen came down, and faid, 
that thofe who had given his lordfhip this 
difturbance had withdrawn from the door^ 
and he believed were gone quite out of 
the cloifters ; — - but this intelligence did 

not fatisfy lord ; he either was, 

or pretended to be, in fear, that they were 
ftill (Hulking in fome corner, and would 
rulh in if they once faw the door opened. 

— There was ftill the fame difficulty as 
ever, how mifs Betfy Ihould get home ; 
■ — that is, how Ihc-fliould get fafely out 
of the houie, for the rain being over, the 
fervants faid they did not doubt but. they 
Ihoi. Id be able to procure a chair or coach : 

— after much debating on this matter, it 
was thus contrived. ; 

Lord »— had a window that looked 

into the yard of one of the prebendary's, 

— a lootman was to go out of this win- 

dow 
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dow to thic hack door of that reveren4 
divine, relate the whole ftory, and beg 
leave to go through his houfe : — this 
requeft being granted, the footman went, 
and returned in lefs than half an hour, 
with the welcome news, that a chair was 
ready, and waited in College -ftreet. — 
Mifs . Bctfy had no way of paffing, but 
by the fanie the footman had done, which 
fhe eafily did, by being lifted by my lord 
into the window, and defending from it 
by the help of fome fteps, placed on the 
other fide by the fervanta of the prebcn- 
dary, / 

It would be fuperfluous to trouble the 
reader with any i|)ceches made by lord 
■ ' and his filler to mifs Betfy, or 
the replies Ihe made to them ; I fhall only 
fay, that paffing through this houfe, and 
the College-gswden, - at the door of which 
the chair attended, fhe went into it, pre- 
ceded by lord ■ ■ * s footman, muffled 
up in a cloak, and without a flambeau, 
to prevent being known, in cafe Ihe fhould 
be met by Bloomacre, or either of his 
companions ; and with this equipage fhe* 
- arrived fafely at home, though not without 
a mind ftrangely perplexed at the mean- 
ing of this adventure. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XXI. 

1 

Gives an explanation of the former^ 
with other particulars^ more agreeable 
to the reader in the repetition^ than 
to the perfons concerned in them. 

TT was near ten o'clock when mifs Betfy 
came home, and mr. Goodman, who 
had been very uneafy at her Haying out 
fo late, efpecially as fhe was alone, was 
equally rejoiced at her return ; but, as well 
as lady Mellafin, was furprized on hear- 
ing by what accident fhe had been de- 
tained : — they knew not how to judge of 
it, — there was no circumftance in the 
whole affair, which could make them 
think mr. Bloomacre had any defigns of 
that fort IcMrd ' had fuggefted ; 

yet did mr. Goodman think himfelf ob- 
liged, as the young lady's guardian, to 
go to tljat gentleman, and have ibme 
talk with him concerning what had pafled. 
.-.-«• Accordingly he went the next morn- 
ing to his houfe, but not finding him at 
home, left word with his fervant, that he 
defired to fpeak with him as foon as pof- 
fible : — he came not, however, the whole 
day, i\or fent iwiy meflage to excufe his 
■ • * not 
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#K^ doing fo, and this negleft gave mr. 

V^|j|)odman, and mifs Betfy herfelf, fome 
►m to fufpeft, he was no lefs guilty 
Wim he had been reprcfentedj fince bad 
he been perfeftly innocent, it feemed rea- 
.^nable to them, to think he would have 
come, cvfen of his own accord, to have 
learned of mifs Betfy the motive of her 
leaving him in fo abrupt and odd a man- 
ner ; -- but how much they wronged him 
will prefently appear,* and xh^ were after- 
wards convinced. 

There was an implacable animofity be* 

tween lord and.mr. Bloomacre, 

on account of the former's pretending a 
right to fome lands which the other held, 
and could not be difpofleffed of by law. 
As his lordfhip knew mr. Bloomacre 
not of a difpofition to be^r an aff] 
tamely, he had no other way to vent 
fpleen againft him, than by villifjHbg and 
traducing him in all companies he came 
into ; but this he took care to do in fo 
artful a manner as to be enabled, either 
to «vade or render what he Aid impof- 
fible to be proved, in cafe he were called 
to an account for it. 

The aflfair of mifs Betfy, innocent as it 
was, he thought gave him an excellent 
opportunity of gratifying his majicei^^^ 

u he, 
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lie went early the next morning to the 
dean^ complained of an infult offered to 
his houfe by mr. Bloomacre, on the fcore 
of his filler having brought in a young 
lady, whom that gentleman had. detained 
in the doifters, and was going to carry 
off, by the affiftance of fome triends he 
had with him> in a hackney coach. 

The dean,- who was alfo a bifhop, was 
esttrcmely incerifcd, as well he might, at 
fo glaring a prophanation of that facred 

pUce^ and the moment lord had 

taken his leave, fent for mr. Bloomacre 
to come to him. — That, gentleman im- 
mediately, obeying t;he fummons, the bifhop ' 
began to reprimand 'him in terms, which 
tkt occafion feemed to require from a per- 
fon of his function and authority : — mr. 
Bloomacre could not forbear interrupting 
him, thoughf.with the greateft refped:, 
faying nothing could be more falfe and 
bafe, than fuch an 'actufation ^ — : that 
whitver had r given fuchan information 
was a villslin, and merited to be ufed as 
fuclvr— -The Prelate fediiig him in this 
heat, would 4iot mention the name of his 
afecufer ; but' reply ed coolly, that it was 
poffibl^ he might be wtonged, but to con- 
vince him' ^hat he was fd, he m^ft relatd 
to him* the whole truth of the fe>ry, and 
on what grounds a conjedlure fo much to 
y the 
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the difadvantage of his reputadpn had 
been formed : — - on which mr, Koomacre 
repeated every thing that bad pafled ; and 
added) that he was well acquainted with 
the family where the young lady was 
boarded, and that he was certain ihe 
would appear in perfon to juftify him in 
this point, if his lordfliip thought it pro- 
per -, — " but,** faid the bifhop, *' I hear 
•* you affronted the lord ■ ■ , by 

^' thundering at his door, and abufinghis 
*< fervants.*' — " No, my lord," anfwered 
mr. Bloomacre, ** lord -:• — - — ^ though 
** far from being my friend, will not dare 

to alledgc any fuch thing a^inft me. 

— We were indeed a little furprized to 

^ fee the young lady, who was with us,. 

^* fnatched away in fo odd a fafhion by 

** his filler, who we eafily perceived had 

** not the leaft acquaintance with her. 

« — We continued walking, however, in 

^< the cloifter, till the man whoni, we 

** had fent for a coach retximcd, itod 

^^ told us, he had got one, arid that it 

<« waited at the gate.— We then,, in- 

*« deed, knocked at lord ■ *s door, 

<* and being anfwered from the windows 

«* by the fcrvants, in a very, impertinent 

** manner, I believe we might uttfer fovas 

*^ words not very refpe<5bfiil, either pf hia 

^ lordfhip or his filler, whofe bch»yiour 

*4 ia^ 
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^* in this affair I am as yet intirely ig- 
** norant how to account for," 

The bifhop paufed a confiderable time, 
but on mr. Bloomacre^s repeating what 
he had faid before, concerning bringing 
the lady herfelf to avouch the truth of 
what he had related to Wis lordfhip, re* 
plyed, that there was no occafion for 
troubling either her or himfelf any far- 
ther ; — that he believed there had "been 
fome miftake in the bufinefs, and that 
he fliould think no more of it •, on which 
mr. Bloomacre took his leave. 

Though the bifliop had not mentioned 
tlie name of lord to mr. Bloom- 
acre, as the perfon who had brought 
this complaint againft him, yet he was 
very certain, by all circumftances, that he 
could be indebted to no other for fuch a 
piece of low ftialice ; and this, joined ta 
fome other provocations he had received 
from the ill-will of that nobleman, made 
him refolve to do himfelf juftice. 

He went diredly from- the deanery ia 
fearch of the two gentlemen, who had 
been with him in the abbey when he 
happened to meet mifs Betfy, ^d having 
found them both, they went to a tavern 
together, in order to confult on what was 

proper 
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proper to be done, for the chaftifement of 
lord *s folly and ill nature. 

- Both of them agreed with mr. Bloom- 
acre, that he ought to demand that fatis- 
faftion, which every gentleman has a right 
to expeft from any one who has injured 
him, of what degree foever he be, ex- 
cepting thofe of royal blood. — Each of 
then> was fo eager tp be his fecond in 
this affair, that they were obliged to draw 
lots for the determination of the choice ; 

— he who had the ill-luck, as he called 
it, to draw the Ihorteft cut, would needs 
oblige them to let him be the bearer of 
the challenge, that he might at leafl: have 
fbme Ihare in infl idling the punifhment, 
which the behaviour of that unworthy lord 
fo juftly merited. 

The chdlcnge was wrote, — the place 
appointed for meeting was the field behind 
Montague houfe -, but the gentleman ^ho 
carried' it brought no anfwer back, — his 
lordihip telling him only that he would 
confideron the matter, and let mr. Blpom- 
acre know his int^entions. , - 

. Mr. Bloomacrc as the principal, and 
the other as his fecond ^ were fo enraged* • . 
at this, that the latter refoJved to go hia&fe^ 
fclf^ and force a more categorical anfv^' 
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—He did fo, and lord having 

had time to confult his brother, and, as 
it is faid, fome other friends, told him, 
he accepted the challenge, and would be 
ready with his fecond at the time and 
place appointed in it. 

jMr. Bloomacre did not go home that 
whole day, therefore knew nothing of the 
meflage had been left for him by mr. 
Goodman, till it was too late to comply 
with it ; but this feeming remiflTnefs in 
him, was not all that troubled the mind 
of that open and honeft-hearted guardian 
of mifs B^tfy. — Mr. Tnieworth and mr. 
Staple had both been at his houfe the day 
before : — the former on hearing his mif- 
trefs was abroad, left only his compli- 
ments, and went away, though very much 
prefled to come in by mifs Flora, who 
feeing him through the parlour-window, 
ran to the door herfelf, and intreated he 
would pafs the evening there j — mn 
Staple came the moment after, and met' 
his rival coming down the fteps that led 
up to the door ; — mr. Trueworth faluted 
him in pafling with the ufual complai- 
fance, which the other returned in a very 
cool manner, and knocked haftily at the 
door, " I imagine," faid he to'the foot- 
man who opened it, " that mifs Betfy is 
** not at home, by that gentleman's hav- 

VoL. I. N *' ing 
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*' ing fo early t^kcn leave ; but I would 
" fpeak with mr. Goodman if he be at 
" leifurc," 

He was then (hewed into the back par- 
lour, which was the rppiti where mr. 
Goodman generally received thofe per- 
fons who came to hhn upon bufinefs-, — • 
on hearing who it was that alked for 
him, he was a little furpriaed, and de- 
fired he would walk up ftairs y but mr. 
Staple not knowing but there might be 
company above, returned for anfwer, 
that he had no more than a word or two 
to fay to him, and that muft be in pri- 
vate J on which the other immediately 
came down to him. 

This young lover having by accident 
been informed, not only that mr. True- 
worth made his addrefles to mifs Betfy, but 
alfo that it was with him (he bad- h&^sk 
engaged during all that time he had been 
jdqprived of feeing her, thought it prop^ 
to talk with mr. Goodman, concerning 
this new ob(tacle to his wi(hes : — that 
worthy gentleman was extremely troubled 
to be cjueftioned on an affair, on which 
he had given mifs Betfy his word not to 
interfere, but finding himfelf very much' 
preflfed by a perfon whofe paffion he had- 1 
encouraged, and who was the fon of oi?e- 
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with whom he had lived in a long friend- 
ftiip, he frankly confeffed to him, that 
mr. Trueworth was indeed recommended 
to mifs Betfy by her brother •, -;— told him, 
he was forr/ the thing had happened fo^ 
but had nothing farther to do with if, — ^ 
that the young lady was at her own dif- 
pofal, as to the article of marriage-, — 
'th^t he was ignorant how fhe would de- 
termine, and that it muff be from herfelf 
alone he could learn what it was he might 
expeft or hope. 

Mr. Staple received little fatisfaftion 
frbiTi what mr. Goodman had faid, but 
refolved to take his advice, and, if pof-^ 
fible, bring mifs Betfy to fome eclaircife- 
nient of the fate he was td hope or fear. 
— Accordingly he came the next morn- 
iftg to vifit her : — a liberty he had never 
taken, not would now, if he had not de- 
fp^edof finding her in ail afternoon. 

She gave herlelfi however, no airs of 
r?f€«Kment w tlwit aecouritj but when iie 
b^g^n to teftify his difcontent concerning 
mr. Trueworth^ and the apprehenfions he 
had of his having gained the preference 
ifi h^r^ heart, though the laft who had fol- 
licited that happinefSjj Ihe replied, in the 
rhoft^ haughty tone, that fhe was furprized 
^ thfr fifeedom he took with her 5 — that 

N a Ihc 
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Hie was, and ever would be, miftrefs of 
her aftions and fentiments, and no man 
had a right to pry into either ; and con- 
cluded with faying, that Jhe was forry the 
civilities Ihe had treated him with, fhould 
make him imagine he had a privilege of 
finding fault with thofe fhe fliewed to others. 

It is not to be doubted but that he 
made ufe of all the arguments in his power 
to convince her, that a true and perfeft 
•paflion was never unaccompanied with 
jealous fears •, — he acknowleged the me- 
rits of ;nr. Trueworth -, " but,'* added he, 
" the more he is pdfleffed of, the more 
♦' dangerous is he to my hopes ; — and 
tlien begged her to confider the torments 
he had fufFefed, while being fo long de- 
prived of her prefence, and knowing, at 
the fame time, a rival was blefled with it, 

Mifs Betfy wa$ not at this time in a 
humour either to be perfwaded by the 
reafons, or foftened by the fubmiffions of 
feer lover, and poor mr. Staple, after 
♦having urged all that love, wit, delpair, 
and grief could diftate, was obliged to 
depart more diflatisfied than he came. 

In going oyt, he faw mr. Goodman in the 
parlour, who gave him the good morning 
as he paffed -, — *^ A fad one it has bceot 
^^ to me,'* anfwered he, with fomewh^' 

Of 
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of horror in his countenance -, " but I 
" will not endure the rack of many fuch. 

— With thefe words he flung out of the 
houfe, in order to go about what perhaps 
the reader is not at a lofs to guefs at. 

CHAP. XXII. 

One duel he^an^ and another fought in 
the fame mornings on fnifs Betfy's ac- 
county are here related^ nmth the 
manner in which the different anta^ 
gonijis bebofved to each other. 

"11/ ELL may the god of love be paint- 
ed blind, — thofe devoted to his in- 
, fluence are feldom capable of feeing things 
. as they truly are ; — the fmallefl: favour 
elates them with imaginary hopes, and 
the leaft coolnefs finks them into defpair ; 

— their joys, — their gritffs, — their fears 
more frequently fpring from ideal than 
efFeftive caufes. — Mr. Staple judged not, 
that mifs Betfy refufed to eafe his jealous 
apprehenfions on the fcore of mr. True** 
worth, becaufe it was her natural temper 
to give pain to thofe that loved her, but 
becaufe ihe had really an afFeftioh for that 
gentleman ; — looking on himfelf there- 
fore as now abandoned to all hope, rage 
and revenge took the whole poffcflion of 

N 3 his 
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his foul, aad chafed away the fofter -? mo- 
tions thence. 

Having heard mr. Trueworth fay he 
was lodged in Pall-Mall, he went to the 
Cocoa-Tree, and there informing himfclf 
of the particular houfe where his rival 
might be found, fat down, and wrote the 
following. billet : 

To Charles Trueworth, Efqj 

" .^ r, 
" TiOTH our wifties tend tp the pof- 
*' feffion of one beautiful objefl:; — 
«' both cannot be happy in the sfeccom- 
" plifliment; — it is fit therefcM-e the fword 
<^' fhould decide the diflference between us, 
•« and put an end to thofe pretenfions on 
•* the one fide or the other, which it is 
** not probable either of us -will other- 
.*' wife recede from. — -In confidence -of 
*' your complj^g with this.propoifal, 'I 
*< fliall attend you in the Green-Park, 
•' between the hours of feven and eight 
^* tomorrow morning; — as the afiair 
** concerns only ourfelves, I think it both 
*« neediefs and unjuft to eiigage any of 
♦* our friends in it, fo (hall-come alone, and 
-*' expedt you will do the foi^e to, fir, 
*' Your humble ferVant, . 

** T. StapU" 

Mr. 
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■ Mr. Tnieworth was at home, and, on 
receiving this, immediately, and without 
the leaft hefitation, wrote, and lent back by 
the fame meffenger, the roUowing anfwer : 

To T. Staple, Efq; 
" Sir, 

« TpHOUGH I cannot but think the 
♦* , decifion of our fate ought to be 
" left entirely to the lady herfelf, to whom^ 
" whatever be the fortune of the fword, it 
** muft at laft be referred -, yet as I cai- 
** not, without being guilty of ipjuftice 
** to .my own honour and pretenfions, re- 
** lufe you the iatisfadion you require, 
** Ihall not fail to meet you at the time 
*V arid place mentioned in yours, till 
" when, I am, fir, i 

" Your hueAle fervant, 

^^ C, Trueworth.'* 

* 

By the ftile of this letter it may be eafily 
perceived, that mr. Trueworth was not 
very well pleafed with this combat, 
though the greatnefs of his courage and 
Ibirit would not permit him to harbour 
the leaft thought of avoiding it ; yet what- 
ever his thoughts were on this occafion, 
he vifited mifs Betfy the fame day, and 
difcovered no part of them in his counte- 
nance, —^ his behaviour, on the contrary, 

N 4 was 
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was rather more fprightly than ufual ; — 
hc^propofed to the two young ladies to go 
on feme party of pleafure : — mifs Betfy 
^nfwered, with her accuftomed freedom, 
that fhe fhould hke it very well; but 
mifs Flora, who had been for three or 
four days paft very fullen and ill-hu- 
moured, faid one minute fhe would go, 
and the next that ftie would not, and gave 
herfelf fuch odd and capricious airs, that 
mifs Betfy told her, fhe believed her head 
was turned ; to which the other replied, 
tartly, that if the diftemper was catching, 
it would be no wonder fhe fhould be in* 
fefted, having it always ft) near her. — 
Mifs Betfy replied, that fhe knew, no 
greater proof of madnefs, than to punilh 
one's felf in the hope of mortifying ano- 
ther; — "but that fhall never be my 
" cafe,'* continued fhe, " as you will 
"**Jind." — Then turning to mr. True- 
worth, " if you will accept of my com- 
*' pany, without mifs Flora,** faid Ihe, 
laughing, " we will take a walk into the 
*' park/* — It is not to be doubted, but 
that the lover gladly embraced this op- 
portunity of having his miftrefs to him- 
feif. _ « 'Tis like mifs Betfy ThoUght- 
" lefs,** cried mifs Flora, " and onjy 
'* like herfelf, to go abroad with a nun 
" alone.** — Mifs Betfy regarded not tlys 
reproach, but catching up her fan and 

gloves. 
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gloves, gave mr. Trueworth her hand to 
lead her where ftie had propofed, leaving 
the other lb full of fpite, that the tftars 
guftied from her eyes. 

'Tis likely the reader will be . pretty 
much furprifed, that mifs Flora, who had 
always fecmed more ready than even mifs 
Betfy herfelf, to accept of invitations of 
the fort mr. Trueworth had made, ihould 
now all at once become fo averfe ;' but 
his curiofity for an explanation of this 
matter muft be for a while poftponed, 
others, for which he may be equally im- 
patient, requiring to be firft difcuffed. 

Two duels having been agreed upon to 
be fought on the fame morning, the re- 

fpe(5t due to the quality of lord — : \, 

demands we ftiouldgive that wherein he was 
concerned the preference in the repetition. * 

The hour appointed being arrived, lord 
— and his brother came into the 



field, — mr. Bloomacre and his friend ap- 
peared immediately after. — " Yoii are 

** the perfons," faid lord , in an 

exulting tone^ *' who made the invitation, 
" but we are the .firft at table.** — " *Tis 
*' not yet paft the time," ref^lied Bloom- 
acre, looking on his watch, but the later 
we come the more eagerly we il^all fall 
to. — In that inftant all their fwords 

N 5 were 
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were drawn -, but they had fcarce time to 
exchange poe thruft before japofle of con- 
(tables, with their affiftants, armed with 
ftaves and clubs, ruihed in between them, 
beat down their weapons, and carried them 
all four to the houle of the high-bailiff of 
IWeftminfter. 

Tl^at gentleman, by virtue of his office, 
made aftrift examination into what had 
paffed, and having heard what both par^^ 
ties had to fay, fevw^ly reprimanded the 
one for having ^iven the provocation, and 
the other for the manner in which it was 
refented ; -^ he told them, he had a right, 
in order to proferve the peace of Weft- 
minfter, and the liberties of it, to demand, 
that they fhould find fureties for their fu- 
ture behaviour, but in regard to their 
quality and chara(^er, he would infift 051 
no more than their own word and honour, 
that ,the thing .fhould be mutually forgot, 
and that nothing of the fame kind, which 
now had been happily prevented, fliould 
hereafter be attempted. 

Lord fuhmitted to this injunc- 
tion with a great deal of readinefs, and 
mn Bloom acre, feeing no other remedy, 
did the fame, after which the high-baiUff 
obliged them to embrace, v in token of the 
iincerity of Xheir reconciliation* 

Thus 
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Thus ended an affair which had threat- 
cned fuch terrible confequences. — It made 
however a very great noife, and the dif- 
courfe u jx)n it Was no way to the advan- 
tage of lord I ■ * s charafter, either 
for generolity or courage. — 'Let us now 
fee the fecjuel of the challenge feat by 
mr. Staple to mr. Trueworth. 

Thefe gentlemen met almofl: at the fame 
time, in the place the cJialienger had ap- 
pointed : T— tew words 'ferved to ufher in 
the execution of the fatal purpofe ; mr. 
Staj^le only faid, '* Come on, fir, — 
^* ilove ;is the word, and mifs Betfy 
** ^houghtlefs be the vi6tor*s prize." — - 
With thefe words he drew his fword, — • 
mr. Trueworth alfo drew his, and ftand- 
ing on his defence, -feeing the other was 
about to pufti, cried, — ^' Hold, fir ^ — 
*> your httt&c fprtune may triumph over 
*' my life, but never make me yield up 
" my pretenfions to that amiable lady : 
" -r- it I fall, I die her martyr, and vvilh 
" not ^o live but in the hope of ferving 
** her.** — Thefe words making mr. Staple 
imagine, that his rival had mdeed the 
greateft encouragement to hope every 
thing, added to the fury he was before 
poffeiTedoi, " Die then her mat^r," faid 
ne, and running upon liim with more 
force than ikiU, received a flight wound 

N 6 in 
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' in his own breaft, while aiming at the 
other's he^t. 

It would be needlefs to mention all the 
particulars of this combat, — I (hall only 
lay, that the top great eagernefs of mr. 
Staple gave the other an advantage over 
- "him, which muft have been fatal to him 
from a lefs generous enemy 5 but the^ tem- 
perate mr. Trueworth feemed to take an 
equal care to avoid hurting his rival, as 
to avoid being hurt by him -, — feeing, 
however, that he ^as about to make a 
furious pufh at him, he ran in between, 
clofed with him, and mr. Staple's foot 
happening to flip, he fell at full length 
vipon the earth, his fword at the fanie 
. time dropped out of his hand, which inf. 
Trueworth took up. — " The viftory is 
*« yours," cried he, " take alfo my life, 
*« for I difdain to keep it." — " No," 
replied mr. Trueworth, " I equally diP 
*' dain to take an advantage, which meer 
*« chance has given me: — rife, fir, and 
*' let us finifli the difpute between us, as 
*' become men of honour." — With thefe 
words he returned him his fword. — "I 
^' fliould be unworthy to be ranked among 
*' that n .mber," faid mr. Staple, on re- 
ceiving it, " to employ this weapon 
** againft the breaft, whole generofity re- 
^* Itored itj were any thing but mils jRetfy 

« at 
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*' at ftake ; — but what is life ! — what is 
even honour, without the hope of her! 
— I therefore accept your noble offer, 
**• and death or conqueft be my lot!'* 
— They renewed the engagement with 
greater violence than before: — after fe- 
veral pafles, all mr. Trueworth's dexterity 
could not hinder him from receiving a 
wound on his left fide, but he gave the 
other, at the fame time, fo deep a one in 
his right arm, that it deprived him, in 
an inftant, of the power of continuing 
the fight ; on which mr. Trueworth drop- 
ping the point of his fword, ran to him, 
I am forry, fir,**, faid he, '' for the ac- 
cident has happened ; — I fee you are 
** much hurt, — permit me to affifl: you 
'' as well as I am able, and attend you 
*' where proper care may be t^en 
*' of you.*' — " I do not deferve this 
*' goodnefs,** anfwered mr. Staple, " but 
*' it is the will of heaven that youfhould 
" vanquifli every way/* 

Mr. Trueworth then feeing the blood 
run quite down upon his hand, ftripped 
up the fleeve, and bound the wound Irom . 
which it iflued, as tight as he could with 
his handkerchief, after which they went 
together to an eminent furgeon near Pic- 
cadilly. — On examination of his wounds, 
neither that in his arm» nor in his breai)^ 

appeared 
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Appeared -to be at all dangerous, the fleih 

Ibeing >only pierced, and no artery or ten- . 

,don touched. —- Mr. Trueworth >feefned 

only affiduous in his cares ibr the ihurts 

the had gi^ren his rival without^ mentioning 

•the Jeaft word of that, which :he had re** 

ceived himfelf, 'till an elderly gentleman, 

.who happened to be with the furgeon 

when they came ia, and had all ^he time 

fbeen prefent, perceiving fome blood upon 

ithe.j[ide of his coat, a little above the hip, 

^ried out, ^* Sir, you negle<5i: yburfelf. 

M .—I fear you have not efoaped unhurt.** 

/« — A trifle," faid mr. Trueworth, ** a 

•** meer fcratch, I believe^ h—. 'tis time 

** enov^ to think of that.*' —'Nor would 

ihe fufifer the furgeon,. thoush he bled very 

faft, to come near him, *tm he had done 

.with mr. Staple. — It was, indeed, but a 

flight wound, -whiah^nr. Trueworth had re- 

xeived, though happening among a knot cff 

iVeins, occaiioned the -eftufion of a pretty 

deal of blood ; for the ftoppage of Which 

the furgeon applied an immediate remedy, 

and told him, that it required little for a 

xure belides keeping k from air. 

Mr. Staple, who had bettn deeply af- 
fefted with the concern this ^nerous ene» 
my had exprefled for him, was equjilly 
rejoiced at hearing the wound he had gi^ 
aren him would ibe attended widi no i^d 

con- 
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confequences. • — Every thing that was 
needful being done for both, the oid gen- 
tleman prevailed upon them to go with 
him to a tavern a few doors off, having 
rfirft obtained the furgeon's leave, who 
tdld him, a glafs or two of wine could be 
of no prejudice to cither. 

This good-natured gen tlenj^, ^W^o wfts 
called mf. Chatfree, ufed to cpjpiie fre- 
quently to ijir. Goodnn^n's houfe, h&d 
;fome knowlege of mr. Staple, an^ thpu^ 
-he ,^ays wholly uwcqu^inted .with inr. 
True^ith, .copceived fy :g^^»t an efteem 
for hifP, from his behaviour upwards tte 
nerfpn he had fought v^ijth, that he thought 
he could npt do a moremeritorious aftion, 
than to reconcile tQ.each other two fuch 
worthy perlBns. — What effeft his endear 
yours, or rather their oy^fn noblenefs of fe(i» 
timents produced, ft^all prefently be ihewa. 



CHAP. XXIH. 

Among other things neceffary to be told^ 
gives an account of the fuccefs of a 
plot iaid by mr. Chatfree^ for the difi 
covery of mifs Betfy^s real inclinations. 

TT^HOUGH mr. Goodman had as y^ 
^ no Intimation of the accidents of that 

morning. 
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. morning, yet was he extremely uneafy ; 
— the looks, as well as words of mr. 
Staple, in going out of his houfe the day 
before, were continually in his mind, and 
he could not forbear apprehending feme 
fatal confequence would, one time or othCr, 
attend the levity of mifs Betfy's behaviour 
and conduft, in regard to her admirers: 
he was alfo both furprized and vexed, that 
mr. Bloomacre, from whom he expefted 
an explanation of the Weftminfter-abbey 
adventure, had not come according to his 
requeft. — This laft motive of his difquiet 
was, however, foon removed : mr. Bloom- 
acre was no lefs impatient to clear him- 
felf of all blame concerning the tranfac- 
tions of that night, had no fooner finiftied 

his affair with lord , and was dif- 

miffed by the high-bailiff, than he came 
direftly to mr. Goodman's, and recited 
to him, and all the ladies, the whole oF 
what had pafled. 

Mifs Betfy laughed prodigioufty, but 
mr. Goodman ihook his head, on hearing 
the particulars related by mn. Bk) omacre, 
and, after that gentleman wl?^|iBc;, re- 
proved, as he thought it his duty to do, 
the incohfiderateneft of her condudt : — 
he told her, that as fhe was alone, ihe 
ought to have left the abbey as foon as 
divine fcrvice was ended \ — that for a 

perlba 
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perfon of her fex, age, and appearance, 
to walk in a place where there were al- 
ways a gr^at concourfe of young fparks, 
who come for no other purpofe than to 
make remarks upon the ladies, could not 
but be looked on as very odd by all who 
faw her. — *' There was no rain," faid 
he, " till a long time after the fervice 
*' was ended, and you might then, in all 
'* probability, have got a chair ; • — or, if 
*' not, the walk over the park could not 
*' have been a very great fatigue.'* 

Mifs Betfy bluflied extremely, not 
through a confcious ihame of imagining 
what fhe had done deferved the leaft re- 
buke, but becaufe her fpirit, yet unbroke, 
could not bear controul : — Ihe replied, 
that as Ihe meant no ill, thofe who cen- 
fured, her were moft in fault. — " That 

is very true,'* anfwered mr. Goo4tt\zn ; 

but, my dear child, you cannot but know 

it is a. fault which too many in the 
" world are guilty. of. — I doubt not of 
" your innocence, but would have you 
, " confider, that reputation is alfo of fome 
" value '9 — that the honour of a young 
" maid like you, is a flower of fo tender 
" and delicate a nature, that the leaft breath 
" of fcandal withers and deftrbys it. — • 
" In fine, that it is not enough to be 
** good, without behaving in fuch a man- 

" ncr 
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'** «er as fhall make others acknowlege 
♦* us^o be fo.'* 

Mife Betfy had too much underftand- 
ing not to be fenfible what her guardian 
-faid, on this occafion, was perfe£tly juft •, 
and alfo, that he had a right to offer his 
advice, whenever her ctMidudk rendered it 
neeeffary, ^but could not' help being vexed, 
^hat any thing fhe did ftiould be liable to 
cenfure, as fhe thought it merited none : 
— fhe made no further reply, however, 
to. what mr. Goodman faid, though he 
continued his ren>pnftrknces, and probably 
would have gone -on yet longer, if not in- 
terrupted bythe coming in of pir. Ghatfree. 
i*-\This gentleman having parted -from the 
•tw6 wounded rivals catne.diredly to mr. 
Goodman's, in iM'der to fee how mifs 
-Betfy would receive the intelligence he 
had to 4>ring her. 

After paying his c^^pUiiienls to mr. 

Goodman, and -the other ladies, lie came 

; toward mifi Betfy, and lookii^ on her 

.with ^ .more than ordinary earneftnefs in 

his countenance, ^* Ah, naadam !** faid he, 

*^ 1 fhall never hereafter fee you wthoiit 

>' remembring what Cowley fays of a lady 

-" who might I fuppofe be^lik^ you: / 

♦' So fatal, and withal ^o fair, 

«' We-re told deftroying angels arc.** 

Tho\# 
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Though mifs Betfy wai iiot at that 
time in a humour to have any great re- 
Ufti for r^llery, yet ihe could not forbear 
replying to what this old gentleman faid, 
in the maijner in which (he imagined he 
fpoke. — ^^ You are, at leaft, paft the 
*' a^ of being deftrbyed by any weapons 
*' I carry about me," cried fhe-, — " but 
** pray what meaning have you in this 
••* terrible fimile?'* — " My meaning is 
** as terrible as the fimile,** anfwered he ; 
** and though I believe you to' be very 
." much the favourite of heaven, I know 
** not how you will atone for the mif- 
** chief you have been the occafion of 
** this morning ; — hut it jnay be," con- 
i tiAued he, ^^ you think . it nothing that 
^* . thofe murderiag ^yes of yours have 
*' let twto .gentlemen a fighting," 

• 

- Mils Betfy, fuppoficg no other ^ than 
.that he had heard of the quarrel between 

>mr. Bloomacire and lord ?- , replied 

merrily, ^' Pray accufe my^ye&of nofuch 
^' thing, ^■--- they are v^xy innocent I afllire 
' >' you." — " Yes/' cried mr^Gqodman, 
and lady Mellafin at the: lame time, " we 
** can clear mtfs Betfy of this acculation."** 

** What!" rejoined mr. Chatfree, hafti- 
ly, *' was not mr. Staple and mr. True- 
'' worth -rivals for her love ?"-« — "Mr. 

" Staple 
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*< Staple and mr. Trueworth/* faid mifs 
Betfy, in a good deal of confternation, 
" pray what of them !" " Oh! the moft 
" inveterate duel," anfwered he, '< they 
fought above half an hour, and poor 
mr. Staple is- dead of his wounds." — 
Dead !" cried mifs Betfy, with a great 
fcream. — lady Mellafin and mifs Flora 
fecmed very much alarmed; but mr. 
Goodman was ready to fink from his 
chair, 'till mr. Chatfree, unfeen by mifs 
Betfy, winked upon him, in token that 
he was not in earneil in what he faid. 

The diftraftion in : which this young 
lady now appeared, — the concern fhe ex* 
preflcd for mr. Staple, and her indignation 
againft mr. Truewordi, would have made 
any one think the former had much the 
preference in her efteem, *till mr. Chat- 
free, after having liftened to her exclama- 
tions on this fcore, cried out on a fudden, 
'^ Ah, madam, what a miftake has the 
** confufion I was involved in made me 
guilty of. —Alas! I hav€ deceived 
you, though without deligning to do 
** fo, — mr. Staple lives,- — it is nir. Truc- 
*^ worth who has fallen a Sacrifice to his 
** unfuccefsful paffion for you.** 

*' Trueworth dead!'* cried mifs Bctfjr, .'j 
" O God! —and does his murderer hvt 

... " to 
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*' to triumph in the fall of the beft and 
*¥rii&&: accompli (hed man on earth ? — 
" ...Qfir! may ail the miferies, that heaven 
** 'aiiid fortune can inflift, light on him ! 
*.? !/?Tr Is he not fecured, mr. Chatfree ? — 

"IWili^he not be hanged ? 

• • • \ . 

• •■'■:..•■; ' ■' 
iMr^ Chatfree could hold his counte- 

n^aite.no longer, but burfting into a vio- 

lexit; fit of laughter, "Ah, mifsBetfy! — - 

" .mifs Betfy !*' faid he, " I have caught 

*' you f — Mr. Trueworth I find then is 

*' '.'the happy man." — " What do you 

*«*ipean mr. Chatfree i" cried mifs Betfy 

'>.yejcy much amazed. — " I beg your 

*J .p'fttdipn,*' anfwered he, " for th6 fright 

*'«^ij2^y^ put you in ; but be comforted, 

' mr. Trueworth is not dead I aflure 




^'\ybUj and, I doubt not, lives as much 
«f jM^iflave as ever.** — " I do not care 
*' woat he is, if he is not dead/' faid 
mift;.*]^ify •, " but pra^y for what end did' 
" fj^ou'^ invent this fine ftory ?" — *' Nay, 
" ijiadim>" refumed he, ** it is not il- 
'* together my own inventing neither ; 
" Jfor mr. Trueworth and mr. Staple have 
*« had a duel this morning, and both of 
*« tbem are wounded, though not fo dan- 
«< geroufly as I pretended, meerly to try, 
" by the conco^n ^ you would exprefs, 
. ^f ^hi^h of them you were moft inclined. 
^" \^ ' .'*'- *' ta 
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" to favour, — and I have done it i*fakh, 
« — i. mr. Trucworth is the man." 

Lady Meliafm, who had not fpcAc 
during all this ooftverfation, now' cried 
out, "'Aye, ntr, Chatfree, we Ihattfoori 
•' have a wedding, I believe/' — " Be- 
** Ueve,' madam, faid h6, '* why your 
" ladyfhip may fwear it; — for my part 
*« I will not give above a fortnight for 
'** the conclvifiorr, — i- and 1 will venture, to 
*' wilh the fait bride joy on theoceafibn, 
*' for he is a firife gehtknfian, — a very 
" fine gentleman indeed, and I think fhe 
*' could not have- made a better choice^/* 
With.thefe words ht wiped His m6uth; 
and advanced to rtiife- Betfyi in oti^tio 
falute htt -, but pulhing hitti fcoi^rtw|ty 
back, ". None of your flights, good mr. 
** Chatfree," Ikid fhe, " if I thtwght' 
** you were' in earneftv I would never fee 
** the face of mr- Trucwdrth more/* 

-■• » 

This didf nbt binder th^ plc^afant old' 
geotlesman firbtti contift^ng 'his raillery ;' 
.-^' he plainly told ttiife Bfetfy that^fhe wa^ 
in love, -^ that he faw th^ nittfks of it* 
upon her^ and that it wafe ill Vaiii fbi^her" 
tp deny it. — Ladjr NflSi^rAi feitghed very' 
hetetiLy to fee the frfe| iMlfe Bet^ was inf, 
at hearing mr. Chjttfree talk in this mto- 
ner ; but mifs Flora, to whom one would 

ima^e 
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imagine this fcene would have been di- 
verting enough, never opened her lips to 
utter one fyllable ; but made fuch gri- 
maceis, as had they been taken notice of,> 
would have fhewn how little Ihe was 
pleafed with it. 

Mr. GocKiman had been fo much ftruck 
with the firft account given by mr. Chat- 
free, that he was not to be roufed bv any 
thing that gentleman faid afterwards;.^ 
he reflefted, that though the Gonfeque^>ces 
of the rencounter between the two rivals 
had been lefs fatal than he had been made 
to imagine, yet it might have happened, 
and indeed been naturally expected 5 he 
could not therefore forbear interrupting 
his friend's mirth, by remonftrating to 
mils Betfy, in the moft ferious terms, the 
great error flie was guilty of, in encou- 
raging a plurality of lovers at the fame 
time : — he told her, that gentlemen of 
mr. Trueworth's and nu*. Staple V charaftcr 
and fortune, ought not to be trffled with, 
" Suppofe,'* faid he, '* that one or both 
*' of them had indeed- been- killed^ how 
** coutd you have anfwered to yourfelf, 
" or to the world, the having been the 
" fad occafion ?** 

« Lord, fir,'' replied mifs Betfy, walk- 
ing Up and down the room in a good 

deal 
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^eal of agitation, — " what would you j 
" have me do ? — I do not want the men ; 
^^ to love me, — and if they will play j 
*' the fool and fight, and kill one ano- 
** ther, it is none of my fault." 

In fine, between mr. Chatfree's raillery, 
and mr. Goodman's admonitions, this 
|X)or young lady was teized beyond all 
patience, and finding it impoflible to put 
a Hop to either, (he flew out of the room, 
ready to cry with vexation. 

She was no fgoner gone, than mr. 
Goodman took mr. Chatfree into his clo- 
fet, and having learned from him all the 
particulars of the late duel, and confulted 
with him wliat was proper to be done to 
prevent any farther mifchief of the like 
fort, they went together to mr. Staple's 
lodging, in order to ufe their utmoft en- 
deavours to prevail on that gentleman to 
defift the profecution of his addrcfles to * 
mifs Betfy. 

End of the First Volume. 
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